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By Messrs. Mulligan of Boston and Hill of Revere, petition of Robert J. Mulligan
and William J. Hill relative to the suspension of certificates of registration in cer-
tain cases of non-payment of excises assessed on registered motor vehicles and
trailers. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act relative to the suspension of certificates of regis

TRATION IN CERTAIN CASES OF NON-PAYMENT OF EXCISES ASSESSED
ON REGISTERED MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAILERS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is, in part, to make effective forth-
-3 with a modification which current conditions make necessary
4 in one of the remedies provided by law for the collection of
5 excises assessed on registered motor vehicles and trailers, there-
-6 fore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary
7 for the immediate preservation of the public convenience.

1 Chapter 339 of the acts of 1953 is hereby amended by striking
2 out sections 1 and 2 of said chapter and substituting the follow-
-3 ing: -

4 Section 1. Chapter GOA of the General Laws is hereby
5 amended by striking out section 2A, as most recently amended
6 by chapter 443 of the acts of 1945, and inserting in place thereof
7 the following section:
8 Section 2A . If an excise assessed under this chapter remains
9 unpaid for fourteen days after a demand therefor made not less

10 than thirty days after such excise becomes due and payable, the
11 local tax collector or the commissioner, as the case may be, may
12 at any time and from time to time, in the calendar year to which
13 such excise relates or in the next calendar year, transmit to the
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14 registrar of motor vehicles, hereinafter in this section called the
15 registrar, upon a form approved by the commissioner, a notice
16 of such non-payment, specifying the name and address of the
17 person to whom the excise is assessed, the amount of the excise
18 dxie and such information as to the motor vehicle or trailer
19 assessed as was transmitted by the registrar to the commissioner

20 under section two; provided, however, that no notice shall be
21 transmitted to the registrar under this section at a time when
22 there is pending before the local board of assessors or the com-
-23 missioner, as the case may be, a duly filed application for the
24 abatement of such excise in whole or in part nor within thirty
25 days after action upon any such application by the local board
26 of assessors or the commissioner, as the case may be. If at the
27 time any such notice is received it appears from the records of
28 the registrar that one or more motor vehicles or trailers are then
29 registered in the name of the person to whom the excise is as-
-30 sessed, the registrar shall forthwith give him written notice by
31 mail directed to his last known address that the certificates of
32 registration of all such motor vehicles and trailers will be sus-
-33 pended at the expiration of thirty days from the date of mail-
-34 ing such notice unless within said thirty days there is filed with
35 the registrar, together with a filing fee of one dollar, evidence
36 satisfactory to him that the excise, and all interest thereon and
37 costs relative thereto, have been paid or legally abated. Unless
38 such evidence is so filed with the registrar, he shall forthwith
39 suspend the certificates of registration of all such motor vehicles
40 and trailers, and shall not terminate any such suspension nor
41 renew nor issue, in the calendar year to which such excise re-
-42 lates or in the next calendar year, any certificate of registration
43 for the person to whom such excise is assessed until such evidence
44 shall have been filed with him and such filing fee paid. The fact
45 that a motor vehicle or trailer is being operated during any such
46 suspension of its certificate of registration shall not be held to
47 constitute such motor vehicle or trailer a trespasser upon the
48 highways.
49 Section 2. This act shall apply only to an excise assessed for
50 the privilege of registering a motor vehicle or trailer in the cal-
-51 endar year nineteen hundred and fifty-two or in a subsequent
52 calendar year.


