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By Mr. Mooney of Nantucket, petition of Robert F. Mooney and Edward (

for the establishment of a special comr mbers
General Court to formulate plans for the commemoration 100th Birthday

of the Island of Nantucket. Ways and Means (Join

Che Commonwealth of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine

Resolve relative to the island of nantucket and the cre-
ation OF AN UNPAID SPECIAL COMMISSION TO BE KNOWN AS THE
NANTUCKET ISLAND 300tH BIRTHDAY COMMISSION.

1 Whereas, The island of Nantucket, noted in Massachusetts
2 history as the whaling capital of the world, will observe its
3 “300th Birthday” in the summer of 1959, marking the arrival
4 of its first white settlers from Essex county on the North Shore;
5 and
6 Whereas, Actual signing of the deed by which Thomas May-
-7 hew of Martha’s Vineyard, while keeping one tenth share for
8 himself, conveyed the island of Nantucket to “nine original
9 proprietors” took place on July 2, 1659; and

10 Whereas, The price was “Thirty pounds of current money and
11 two heaver hats, one for myself and one for my wife”; and
12 Whereas, This deed was recorded in Albany, the capital of
13 New York, of which state Nantucket was then a part, Nantucket
14 being annexed by Massachusetts in 1693; and
15 Whereas, Although Tristram Coffin is cited as heading the
16 purchasing company of original proprietors, tradition says that
17 Thomas Macy of Salisbury with his wife and five children,
18 accompanied by Edward Starbuck and a young boy named
19 Isaac Coleman, were the first white settlers to arrive on Nan-
-20 tucket island, soon after the transfer deed was affirmed; and
21 Because the island of Nantucket has contributed generously
22 to the history and development of the commonwealth of Massa-
-23 chusetts;
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24 Because the island of Nantucket has become renowned the
25 world over as one of America’s leading vacation resorts, con-
-26 tributing thereby to the growing economy of this nation and
27 commonwealth;
28 Because the “300th Birthday” observance of Nantucket
29 island will stimulate vacation trade, bringing many people to
30 the commonwealth who will pause en route to Nantucket to
31 visit many other attractions in this state;
32 Because the island of Nantucket draws constant attention to
33 the commonwealth of Massachusetts as the first landfall in the
34 United States made by incoming ships of both air and sea cross-
-35 ings on the North Atlantic route, as well as the last outpost to
36 be sighted by outgoing voyagers;
37 Because the location of the island of Nantucket thirty miles
38 at sea will present unique transportation problems in the fitting
39 and proper observance of its tercentenary; therefore be it
40 Resolved, That a special commission to be known as the
41 “Nantucket Island 300th Birthday Commission,” to consist of
42 two members of the senate to be designated by the president
43 thereof, three members of the house of representatives to be
44 designated by the speaker thereof, the commissioner on ad-
-45 ministration and finance or his designee, who shall be the chair-
-46 man of said special commission, the commissioner of commerce
47 or his designee, and five inhabitants of the island of Nantucket
48 to be appointed by the governor is hereby established. Said
49 commission is hereby authorized and directed to take all steps
50 necessary during the year nineteen hundred and fifty-nine
51 to properly commemorate and celebrate the “300th Birthday”
52 of the island of Nantucket. For the aforesaid purposes, said
53 commission may expend such sums as may hereafter be appro-
-54 printed. The commission shall serve without compensation,
55 but may employ such experts and assistants as it determines
56 are required in connection with itsresponsibilities. Any revenues
57 raised by its activities shall be paid into the treasury of the
58 commonwealth.


