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By Mr. Wojtkowski of Pittsfield, petition of Thomas C. Wojtkowski for an inves-
tigation by a special commission (including members of the General Court) o:
school construction methods and costs and uniformarchitectural plans. Education
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine,

Resolve providing for a study and investigation relative to
SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION AND COSTS BY A SPECIAL UNPAID COM-

MISSION.

1 Resolved, That there is hereby established a special unpaid
2 commission to consist of three members of the senate to be
3 designated by the president thereof, five members of the house
4 of representatives to be designated by the speaker thereof, the
5 commissioner of education of the commonwealth serving ex
6 officio, and four persons to be appointed by the governor, of
7 whom one shall be the mayor of a city, one the chairman of a
8 board of selectmen and one the chairman of a local school com-
-9 mittee in the commonwealth, for the purpose of making a study

10 and investigation of the subject matter of the recent legislative
11 research council report relative to school construction methods
12 and costs and uniform architectural plans, printed in senate
13 document numbered 675 of nineteen hundred and fifty-eight,
14 the most efficient methods, necessary and proper to reduce
15 school construction costs within the commonwealth, to eliminate
16 inequities in the present Massachusetts school building assist-
-17 ance formulae, to revise any provision of the present school build-
-18 ing assistance law which in the special commission’s judgment
19 admits of unreasonable state infringement of municipal home
20 rule, and to provide a method for arbitrating disputes between
21 the state school building assistance agency and municipal gov-
-22 ernments. In the course of its study, said special commission
23 shall consider the feasibility of amending the school building
24 assistance law to provide: (a) restrictions on the amounts con-
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25 tributed by the state toward non-classroom features of local
26 school buildings, (5) imposition of a maximum per pupil con-
-27 struction grant by the state similar to that provided in Con-
-28 necticut, and (c) deduction from state grants, in whole or in
29 part, of federal grants for local school construction.
30 Said commission may call upon the legislative research coun-
-31 cii and any department, board, commission or officer of the
32 commonwealth for such information as said special commission
33 may desire in the course of its investigation; may hold public
34 hearings; shall be provided with quarters in the state house or
35 elsewhere; may travel within or without the commonwealth;
36 and may expend for legal, clerical and other assistance and for
37 expenses such sums as may be appropriated therefor.
38 Said commission shall report to the general court from time to
39 time, and shall submit the final report of its investigation and
40 study, and its recommendations, together with drafts of legis-
-41 lation necessary to carry said recommendations into effect, by
42 filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives on
43 or before the last Wednesday in January, nineteen hundred and
44 sixty.


