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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Sections 37 and 38 of the General Laws, as amended, are
2 hereby stricken out and the following sections inserted in place
3 thereof:
4 Section 37. The voting lists used at primaries shall contain
5 the party enrolment of the voters whose names appear thereon
6 established as provided in this and section thirty-eight. A voter
7 desiring to vote in a primary shall give his name, and if re-
-8 quested, his residence to one of the ballot clerks, who shall dis-
9 tinctly announce the same, and, if the party enrolment of such

10 voter is shown on the voting list, the name of the party in which
11 he is enrolled. If the party enrolment of the voter is not
12 shown on the voting list he shall be asked by the ballot
13 clerk whether he wishes to be enrolled with a political
14 party or as an independent and the ballot clerk upon
15 reply shall distinctly announce the name of such political
’6 party or the independent registration and shall record

the voter’s selection on the voting list. The ballot clerk
18 shall then give the voter one ballot of the political party
19 in which he is thus enrolled or the ballot of the political
20 party requested by the thus enrolled independent.
21 After marking his ballot the voter shall give his name, and, if
22 requested, his residence to the officer in charge of the voting list
23 at the ballot box, who shall distinctly announce the same. If
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24 the party or independent enrolment of the voter is shown on
25 the voting list he shall also make announcement of such enroi-
-26 ment and the officer in charge of the ballot box shall, before the
27 voter’s ballot is deposited ascertain that it is of the political
28 party in which the voter is enrolled or of the pa,rty requested
29 by an enrolled independent. If the enrolment of the voter
30 is not on such voting list, the officer in charge of the ballot
31 box shall announce the political party whose ballot the
32 voter is about to deposit, shall ask the voter his enrol-,
33 ment and shall repeat same distinctly and record the
34 same on the voting list.
35 The voting lists used at primaries shall be returned to the
36 city or town clerk to be retained in his custody as long as he re-
-37 tains the ballots cast, whereupon such voting lists shall be trahs-
-38 mitted to the registrar of voters for preservation for five years,
39 after the expiration of which they may be destroyed. Said of-
-40 fleers shall, upon receiving a written request therefor, signed by
41 a candidate at such primary, or by the chairman or other officer
42 of any ward, town or city committee, furnish a certified copy of
43 said requested list to said candidate, or any ward, town or city
44 committee. The party or independent enrolment of each
45 voter, if any, shall be recorded in the current annual register of
46 voters, and whenever a voter shall establish, cancel or change
47 his enrolment it shall likewise be so recorded. In preparing the
48 current annual register of voters, the party or independent
49 enrolment, if any, of each voter included therein, as shown by
50 the register of voters for the preceding year shall be transferred
51 thereto. Upon the receipt of a written request from a primary
52 candidate or any officer of any ward, town or city committee or
53 duly organized political committee for a copy of the party or
54 independent enrolment list of voters in any city or town, the
55 board of registrars or the election commission, as the case may
56 be, shall prepare said list and shall furnish at once the said list
57 free of charge, to the party requesting the same.
58 Section 38. No voter enrolled under this or the preceding sec-
-59 tion shall be allowed to receive the ballot of more than one
60 political party at any one primary. If he is enrolled in a
61 party he may receive only the ballot of that party. If he
62 is enrolled as an independent he may request the ballot
63 of any party but may request the ballot of only one party
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at any one primary. A voter may, except within a period
beginning with the thirty-first day prior to a primary and end-
ing with the day prior thereto establish, change or cancel his
enrolment by appearing in person before a member of the board
of registrars of voters and requesting in writing to have his
enrolment established with a party, as an independent,
changed to another party or to the independent enrolment,
or cancelled, and such enrolment, change or cancellation shall
take effect at the expiration of thirty days thereafter. No voter
enrolled as a member of one political party shall be allowed to
receive the ballot of any other political party upon a claim by
him of erroneous enrolment, except upon a certificate of such
error from the registrars, which shall be presented to the pre-
siding officer of the primary and preserved as part of the records
of such primary; but the political party or independent en-
rolment of a voter shall not preclude him from receiving at a city
or town primary the ballot of any municipal party, though in no
one primary shall he receive more than one party ballot.
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