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By Mr. Dolan of Westfield, petition of Richard T. Dolan that landlords be per-

mitted to recover rent arrearage by action of summary process. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine

An Act to permit landlords to recover rent arrearage in a
SUMMARY PROCESS ACTION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 239 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 2, as appearing in the Ter-
-3 centenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 2. Such person may take from the superior court or
6 from a district court a writ in the form of an original summons,
7 which shall summon the defendant to answer to the complaint
8 of the plaintiff that the defendant is in possession of the land or
9 tenements in question, describing them, which he holds unlaw-

10 fully and against the right of the plaintiff [;] and that the
11 defendant owes rent; and no other declaration shall be re-
-12 quired unless the plaintiff seeks to recover rent in which
13 case he shall so declare. The action shall be brought in the
14 county and, if brought in a district court, in the judicial district
15 where the land or tenements lie.

Cf)t Commontocaltf) of tpassadbusctts

1 Section 2. Chapter 239 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 3, as appearing in the Ter-
-3 centenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 3. Except as hereinafter provided, if the court finds
6 the plaintiff entitled to possession of the land or tenements, he
7 shall have judgment and execution for possession and for costs;
8 and if he has filed a declaration for rent and a judgment
9 is ordered for the plaintiff, the execution shall include the

10 sum of such award by the court. If the plaintiff becomes
11 nonsuit, or fails to prove his right to possession, the defendant
12 shall have judgment and execution for costs.




