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By Mr. Tancrati of Springfield (by request), petition of Robert J. Gerard for
legislation to regulate hearings relative to changes in zoning ordinances and by-
laws. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act regulating hearings relative to a change in zoning

ORDINANCES AND BY-LAWS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 40A of the General Laws is inserted by
2 section 2 of chapter 368 of the acts of 1954 is hereby amended
3 by striking out section 6 and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section:
5 Section 6. Zoning ordinances or by-laws may be adopted and
6 from time to time be changed by amendment, addition or repeal,
7 but only in the manner hereinafter provided. No zoning ordi-
-8 nance or by-law originally establishing the boundaries of the
9 district or the regulations and restrictions to be enforced therein,

10 and no such ordinance or by-law changing the same as aforesaid,
11 shall be adopted until after the planning board, if any, or, in a
12 town having no such board, the board of selectmen, has held a
13 public hearing thereon after due notice given and has submitted
14 a final report with recommendations to the city council or town
15 meeting, or until twenty days shall have elapsed after such
16 hearing without the submission of such report; provided, that
17 in case of a proposed ordinance or by-law originally establishing

4|lB the boundaries of the districts or the regulations and restrictions
19 to be enforced therein, it shall be sufficient if a public hearing
20 is held and a final report with recommendations is submitted
21 by a zoning board appointed for the purpose by the city council
22 or selectmen or twenty days elapse after such hearing without
23 such report being submitted. No public hearing shall be held
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24 before the city council or committee forty-five days prior to the
25 termination of the present elective term of the city council.
26 No such ordinance as proposed to be originally established or
27 changed as aforesaid shall be adopted until after the city council
28 of a committee designated or appointed for the purpose by it
29 has held a public hearing thereon, at which all interested persons
30 shall be given an opportunity to be heard. At least twenty
31 days notice of the time and place of such hearing before the city
32 council or committee thereof shall be published in an official
33 publication, or a newspaper of general circulation, in the city
34 or town. After such notice, hearing and report, or lapse of
35 thirty days without a report the proposed ordinance shall
36 appear on the agenda of the next regular city council or town
37 meeting. If no regular meeting has been scheduled, a special
38 meeting shall be called within five days so that the city council
39 or town meeting shall adopt, reject, or amend and adopt any
40 such ordinance or by-law. No motion for tabling of the pro-
-41 posed zoning petition by a city council or town meeting shall be
42 permitted at this time. All zoning petitions now pending before
43 the city council shall become null and void upon termination of
44 the present elective term of the city council, unless acted upon
45 in the manner as prescribed in this section.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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