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By Messrs. Albro of Harwich and Menton of Watertown, petition of the Massa-
chusetts Veterans Service Agents Association Inc. relative to the entitlement of
certain persons to benefits of soldiers’ homes. Military Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine

An Act relative to the entitlement of certain persons to
BENEFITS OF SOLDIERS’ HOMES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 115 A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 1, as most recently amended
3 by section 42 of chapter 627 of the acts of 1954, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 1. Any person who (a) is a veteran as defined in
6 clause Forty-third of section seven of chapter four, or ( b ) meets
7 all the requirements of said clause Forty-third, except that
8 instead of performing wartime service as so defined, has per-
-9 formed not less than ninety days’ active service in any of the

10 campaigns or expeditions enumerated in section two, shall be
11 entitled to out-patient treatment at, admission to, and hospitali-
-12 zation in, the Soldiers’ Home in Massachusetts and the Soldiers’
13 Home in Holyoke, [subject to the provisions of section three]
14 except that any person who meets all the requirements of
15 the definition of the word “veteran”, as appearing in
16 section one of chapter one hundred and fifteen of the
17 General Laws, shall be eligible for out-patient care, ad-
-18 mission to and hospitalization in said hospitals, if his
19 discharge as aforesaid is dated prior to June tenth, nine-

-20 teen hundred and fifty-four.

Cfte Commontocalt!) of a£asoacfrusetts

1 Section 2. Chapter 115 A of the General Laws, as most re-
-2 cently amended by section 42 of chapter 627 of the acts of 1954,
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3 is hereby further amended by striking out section 3 and inserting
4 in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 3. No person shall be entitled to the treatment, ad-
-6 mission or hospitalization referred to in sections one and two,
7 unless at the time of his application for such treatment, admission
8 or hospitalization he has a settlement in a city or town within
9 the commonwealth, or, in the event that he has no such settle-

-10 ment, has actually resided within the commonwealth continu-
-11 ously for five years next preceding the date of such application.
12 The burden of proof of such settlement or residence shall be the
13 responsibility of the veteran. A person whose service is
14 credited to Massachusetts shall not be denied treatment,
15 admission or hospitalization for the reason that he does
16 not have a settlement or five years’ continuous residence
17 in the commonwealth next preceding his application,
18 however.


