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By Mr. Bly of Saugus, petition of Belden G. Bly, Jr., for regulating further the
sale, use, keeping or offering for sale of fireworks. Public Safety.

An Act further regulating the sale, use and the keeping or
OFFERING FOR SALE OF FIREWORKS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 148 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section 39 as most recently amended by chapter 213 of
3 the acts of 1956, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section;
5 Section 39. No person shall sell, or keep or offer for sale, or
6 use, explode, or cause to explode, any combustible or explosive
7 composition or substance, or any combination of such composi-
-8 tions or substances, or any other article, which was prepared
9 for the purpose of producing a visible or audible effect by com-

-10 bustion, explosion, deflagration or detonation, including in the
11 above terms blank cartridges or toy cannons in which explosives
12 are used, the type of ballon which requires fire underneath to
13 propel the same, firecrackers, torpedoes, sky-rockets, Roman
14 candles, bombs, rockets, wheels, colored fires, fountains, mines,
15 or other fireworks of like construction or any fireworks contain-
-16 ing any explosive or flammable compound, or any tablets or
17 other device containing any explosive substance; provided that
18 the term “fireworks” as used herein shall not include gold star
19 producing sparklers on wires which contain no magnesium,
20 chlorate or perchlorate, flitter sparklers in paper tubes that do
21 not exceed one-eighth of an inch in diameter, toy snakes, which
22 contain no mercury, toy pistols, toy canes, toy guns, or other
23 devices in which paper caps containing twenty-five hundredths
24 grains or less of explosive compound are used, if they are so con-
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25 structed that the hand cannot come in contact with the cap when
26 in place for the explosion, or toy paper caps which contain less
27 than twenty hundredths grains of explosive mixture, the sale
28 and use of which shall be permitted at all times; and provided,
29 further, that this section shall not apply (1) to the sale of any
30 article herein named to be shipped directly out of the common-
-31 wealth, or (2) to the sale of any such article for the use of, and
32 its use by, persons having obtained a permit for a supervised
33 display of fireworks from the marshal or some officer designated
34 by him therefor under any provision of section thirty-nine A,
35 or (3) to the sale of flares, lanterns or fireworks for the use of,
36 or their use by, railroads, railways, boats, motor vehicles or
37 other transportation agencies, or other activity, lawfully per-
-38 mitted or required to use any or all such articles for signal pur-
-39 poses, illumination or otherwise, or (4) to the sale or use of blank
40 cartridges for a duly licensed show or theatre or for signal or
41 ceremonial purposes in athletics or sports, or (5) to experi-
-42 ments at a factory for explosives, or (6) to the sale of blank
43 cartridges for the use of, or their use by, the militia or any or-
-44 ganization of war veterans or other organizations authorized
45 by law to parade in public a color guard armed with firearms, or
46 (7) in teaching the use of firearms by experts, or (8) to the sale
47 of shells for firearms, cartridges, gunpowder and explosives for
48 the purpose of using, and their use, in or in connection with the
49 hunting of game or in target practice with firearms, or (9) to
50 farmers and fruit growers who, having obtained a permit under
51 section thirteen of chapter forty-eight, use firecrackers for the
52 control of damage to their crops by birds.


