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By Mr. O’Shea of Lynn (by request), petition of Robert F. Ott for legislation
relative to the protection of children in independent foster homes. Public Welfare.

An Act relative to the protection of children in inde-
pendent FOSTER HOMES.

1 Section 1. The first sentence of section 4of chapter 119 of
2 the General Laws, appearing in section 1 of chapter 646 of the
3 acts of 1954, is hereby further amended by striking out in line 2,
4 the words “

, for hire, gain or reward”, so as to read as fol-
-5 lows: Any person, other than a relative by blood or marriage,
6 who receives or has under his care or control any child under
7 sixteen years of age, of whom he is not the legal guardian, for
8 purposes of giving such child a home, or for board or for adop-
-9 tion, shall be deemed to maintain an independent foster home

10 for children, unless such child was placed in his care by the
11 department, or a public or private social agency which has been
12 authorized by the department to place children under sections
13 fourteen to twenty-two, inclusive.

1 Section 2. Section 6of chapter 119 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in section 1 of chapter 646 of the acts of 1954,
3 is hereby further amended by striking out in lines 9 and 10, the
4 words “for hire, gain or reward”, so as to read as follows: —■
5 Section 6. No person other than a parent, as defined in section
6 one of chapter one hundred and eighteen, shall place any child
7 under sixteen years of age of whom he is not the legal guardian
8 in the care or control of any other person not related to such
9 child by blood or marriage for purposes of giving such child a

10 home, or for board, or for adoption. Whenever a parent or legal
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11 guardian of such a child places the child under the care or control
12 of another person not related by blood or marriage to the child,
13 written notice to the department shall be given within two days
14 thereafter of the date and terms upon which such child was
15 placed, with the name, age and birthplace of the child, name and
10 address of its parents, and the name and address of the person
17 with whom the child was placed; and, upon request of the
IS department, shall give further information and render such m
19 further reports as may be required concerning such child. This *

20 section shall not apply to the placement of children by the de-
-21 partment or any public or private agency authorized by the
22 department to place children under sections fourteen to twenty-
-23 two, inclusive.
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