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I

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act to extend the statute of limitations in certain
MOTOR VEHICLE ACTIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as folloivs:

1 Chapter 260 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 4, as most recently amended by section I
3 of chapter 235 of the acts of 1955, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section;
5 Section 4- Actions for assault and battery, false imprison-
-6 ment, slander, actions against sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, con-
-7 stables or assignees in insolvency for the taking or conversion of
8 personal property, actions of tort for injuries to the person against
9 counties, cities and towns, and actions of contract or tort for

10 malpractice, error or mistake against physicians, surgeons, den-
-11 tists, optometrists, hospitals and sanitaria, hairdressers, operators
12 and shops registered under sections eighty-seven T to eighty-
-13 seven JJ, inclusive, of chapter one hundred and twelve, shall be
14 commenced only within two years next after the cause of action

,15 accrues; and actions for libel and actions of tort for bodily
16 injuries or for death the payment of judgments in which is
17 required to be secured by chapter ninety and also actions of
18 tort for bodily injuries or for death or for damage to prop-
-19 erty against officers and employees of the commonwealth,
20 of the metropolitan district commission, and of any county,
21 city or town, arising out of the operation of motor or other
22 vehicles owned by the commonwealth, including those under
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23 the control of said commission, or by any such county, city
24 or town, suits by judgment creditors in such actions of tort
25 under section one hundred and thirteen of chapter one hun-
-26 dred and seventy-five and clause (10) of section three of chap-
-27 ter two hundred and fourteen and suits on motor vehicle lia-
-28 bility bonds under section thirty-four G of said chapter ninety
29 shall be commenced only within one year next after the cause
30 of action accrues; provided, however, that actions of tort for
31 bodily injuries or for death, the payment of judgments in which
32 is required to be secured by chapter ninety, may be commenced *
33 within two years next after the cause of action accrues in cases
34 where the person against whom the action is to be brought, or
35 the insurer, has been notified in writing, by registered mail, of
36 the claim within one year next after the cause of action accrues
37 and an averment to that effect is set forth in the declaration;
38 and provided, further, that a justice of a court may
39 further extend the time for bringing an action of tort
40 for bodily injuries or for death, the payment of judgment
41 in which is required to be secured by chapter ninety,
42 if, in his discretion he finds that a miscarriage of justice
43 may result otherwise, and if the party against whom
44 such action is brought, or his insurer, had knowledge of
45 the claim for bodily injury or death.
46 For the purposes only of this section, an officer or soldier of
47 the military forces of the commonwealth, as defined in chapter
48 thirty-three, shall wdrile performing any lawfully ordered
49 military duty be deemed to be an officer or employee of the
50 commonwealth.
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