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By Mr. Celia of Medford, petition of Alexander J. Celia for adoption of resolu-
tionsby the General Court requesting His Excellency the Governor to grant a post-
humous pardon to the late Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti. Constitutional
Law.

4
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

Resolutions requesting his excellency the governor to
GRANT A POSTHUMOUS EXECUTIVE PARDON TO THE LATE NICOLA
SACCO AND BARTOLOMEO VANZETTI.

Whereas, Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti were indicted,
tried, found guilty and executed for the murders of Alessando
Berardelli and Frederick A. Parmenter; and

Whereas, This trial and execution created an international furor
and is now as it was then one of the most controversial trials in the
history of American jurisprudence; and

Whereas, The proceedings at said trial, the appeal from the find-
ing thereat, and the denial of executive clemency were greatly
influenced by a hostile atmosphere and a climate of hysteria which
existed during that time; and

Whereas, One Celestino F. Madeiros, apparently exonerated
said Sacco and Vanzetti in a confession in which he stated that he
and others were the perpetrators of the crime for which Sacco and
Vanzetti were convicted; and

Whereas, Said confession added considerable more doubt to the
confusion surrounding the question of the guilt or innocence of
said Sacco and Vanzetti; and

Whereas, Outstanding legal minds, both liberal and conserva-
tive, who have examined the proceedings of said trial have come to
the conclusion that said trial resulted in a miscarriage of justice;
and

Whereas, This historical injustice has resulted in the creation of
stigma and disgrace for the family and descendants of said Sacco
and Vanzetti; and
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Whereas, Said family and descendants are entitled to be relieved
of the distress and disgrace which has attached to them without
apparent justification; therefore be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the General Court that his excel-
lency the governor be requested to grant a posthumous pardon to
said Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti; and be it further

Resolved, That if such pardon is granted it is neither the intent
of the General Court, nor shall such pardon ever be construed so
as to give rise to any action or cause of action against the
wealth or any political subdivision thereof, nor shall any rights be
created which did not exist prior to the granting of such pardon.
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