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RESOLVE REVIVING AND CONTINUING THE $

Resolve reviving and continuing the Special Commission established to

STUDY AND INVESTIGATE THE ADVISABILITY OF REPEALING THE PROVISIONS
OF Law REQUIRING THE COOKING OF GARBAGE BEFORE FEEDING TO SWINE
AND RELATIVE TO METHODS OF RELIEVING ECONOMIC DISTRESS RESULTING
from Such Provisions if Repeal thereof is not deemed to be Advisable

Resoived, That the unpaid special commission established by chapter eighty-
nine of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-seven, is hereby revived and
continued for the purpose of continuing its investigation and study relative to the
advisability of repealing the provisions of law requiring the cooking of garbage
before feeding to swine, and relative to methods of relieving economic distress re-
sulting from such provisions if repeal thereof is not deemed to be advisable.

Said commission shallbe provided with quarters in the state house or elsewhere,
may hold hearings, may travel within and without the commonwealth, and may
expend for expert, clerical and other expenses the unexpended balance of the
amount appropriated in item 0258-10 of section two of chapter seven hundred and
forty-three of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-seven and such additional
sums as may be appropriated therefor.

Said commission shall report to the general court the results of its investigation
and study, and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation
necessary to carry its recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the
clerk of the house of representatives on or before the last Tuesday of December.

Approved June 4, 1968.

COMMISSION.

Chapter 93.



REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION TO STUDY AND
INVESTIGATE THE ADVISABILITY OF REPEALING
THE PROVISIONS OF LAW REQUIRING THE COOK-
ING OF GARBAGE BEFORE FEEDING TO SWINE AND
RELATIVE TO METHODS OF RELIEVING ECONOMIC

* DISTRESS RESULTING FROM SUCH PROVISIONS II
REPEAL THEREOF IS NOT DEEMED TO BE AD-
VISABLE.

December 30, 1958.
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives,

The Special Commission to study and investigate the advisa-
bility of repealing the provisions of law requiring the cooking of
garbage before feeding to swine and relative to methods of reliev-
ing economic distress resulting from such provisions if repeal thereof
is not deemed to be advisable, created by chapter 89 of the Resolves
of 1957, approved June 4, 1957, and revived and continued by
chapter 93 of the Resolves of 1958, herewith submits its Second
Report.

The subject matter of the House Document referred to in chapter
89 of the Resolves of 1957 has been before the Legislature for at
least two consecutive sessions. In 1956 a bill was passed by both
the Senate and the House of Representatives repealing the existing
law requiring the cooking of garbage before feeding to swine but
this bill was finally vetoed by the Honorable Christian A. Herter,
then Governor of the Commonwealth, and the veto was sustained.
In 1957 a similar bill was reported out favorably by the Committee
on Agriculture after a full hearing with a hundred or more urging
repeal and no real presentation made as to why the law should not
be repealed. The bill passed both the House and the Senate and
was called from the office of His Excellency Foster Furcolo and
referred to thcqCommittce on Public Health. That Committee had
hearings and voted to refer the": whole matter to a Special Recess
Commission for study. This resulted in the passage of said chapter
89 of the Resolves of 1957.

There was appropriated for the use of this Commission the small
sum of $250.
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In the various hearings before the Committee on Agriculture in
both years on the bill to repeal the existing law requiring cooking of
garbage before feeding to swine, the evidence was that the only
disease which might be communicated from the slaughter of swine
fed on uncooked garbage was said to be trichinosis, and it further
appeared if the pork was properly cooked before eating there was
no danger of trichinosis. It was suggested that the cooking of
garbage before being fed to the swine might prevent the disease of
vesicular exanthema, ordinarily called V. E., from spreading to
swine, but there it was testified that that disease was now better
understood by four veterinarians and could be effectively handled
before the disease might become epidemic. However, in informa-
tion received in the mails by various members of the Commission,
it was claimed that there were other diseases, among which was
tuberculosis, which might be transmitted to humans. No such
evidence was presented in either year to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

Your Committee reported in House Document number 2670 of
1958 that a further complete and careful investigation and study
of the whole matter of feeding uncooked garbage to swine appeared
to be necessary.

It was likewise pointed out that a proper, complete and careful
investigation and study would require a certain amount of expert
testimony to be presented in person to the Commission as well as
the study of whatever literature and information on the subject
might be available.

It was further pointed out that obviously so small a sum as $250
to be available for the use of the Commission would hardly be suffi-
cient to enable this kind of investigation to be made.

Moreover, there was another subject matter which chapter 89
required to be investigated and studied. That was as respects the
methods of dealing with the economic distress resulting if repeal of
the existing law was not deemed to be advisable. As pointed out
in House, No. 2670, this would require an extensive investigation
and study into any and all methods including state and county
cooking stations or subsidiaries or co-operative methods to relieve
the economic distress occasioned by the necessity of cooking gar-
bage if the repeal of the existing law was not deemed advisable.

It was pointed out in House, No. 2670 that certain methods
suggested as necessary for cooking properly called for considerable
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expense to be incurred by the owner of the swine, making it ex-
tremely difficult for financial reasons for at least the smaller op-
erators to continue in business.

The entire hog industry, as was likewise pointed out, would also
be effected to a very great extent, hence it became apparent that a
great amount of further time must be made available to the Com-
mission to carry on this kind of investigation and likewise called
for the need of an appropriation for that purpose of a goodly sum
of money for expenses involved in the matter of a suitable Central
cooking area or county or community or co-operative cooking areas,
as well as other methods that might be necessary for effective con-
trol .

Consequently, your Commission recommended that it be con-
tinued in existence for the purpose of further investigation and
study and further recommended that the sum of $lO,OOO be re
quested for the expense involved in its further study and investi
gation.

The only result of these recommendations was the passage of chap-
ter 93 of the Resolves of 1958, approved on June 4, 1958, by which
Resolve the Commission was revived and continued for the purpose
of continuing its investigation and study relative to the advisability
of repealing the provisions of law requiring the cooking of garbage
before feeding to swine and relative to methods of relieving the eco-
nomic distress resulting from such provisions if repeal thereof is not
deemed to be advisable. But no money was appropriated save an
unexpended balance of the amount of $250 hereinbefore referred to
but no additional sums were actually appropriated for the benefit
of your Commission.

It has, therefore, been impossible for your Commission to carry
out the suggestion made in its first report, there being no funds
available for the purpose of investigating and studying the matters
directed to be studied in House, No. 2670 of 1958.

Accordingly, your Commission is in the position where it can do
nothing else but recommend now, as it hereby does, that

(1) it be again continued in existence for the purpose of further
investigation and study, with its report of the results of its findings
and recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation nec-
essary to carry its recommendations into effect; and

(2) that the sum of $lO,OOO be requested for expenses involved
in its further studies and investigation; and
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final report with recommendations and drafts of leg-
with the Clerk of the House of Representatives on or
Wednesday in December, 1959.

(3) That it
islation be filed
before the last

Respectfully submitted,

Chairman.

Vice Chairman.

Rep. BESSIE I. MURRAY.
Rep. WALTER W. O’BRIEN.
FERRIS WAITE.
DONALD AUGUSTINE.
GEORGE MICHAEL.

Sen. EDWARD C. STONE,

Rep. THOMAS E. ENRIGHT,

Rep. MANUEL V. MEDEIROS.
Sen. PAUL H. BENOIT.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine

Resolve reviving and continuing the special commission
ESTABLISHED TO STUDY AND INVESTIGATE THE ADVISABILITY OF
REPEALING THE PROVISIONS OF LAW REQUIRING THE COOKING

OF GARBAGE BEFORE FEEDING TO SWINE AND RELATIVE TO METH-
ODS OF RELIEVING ECONOMIC DISTRESS RESULTING FROM SUCH
PROVISIONS IF REPEAL THEREOF IS NOT DEEMED TO BE ADVISABLE.

1 Resolved, That the unpaid special commission established by
2 chapter 89 of the resolves of 1957, and revived and continued
3 by chapter 93 of the resolves of 1958, is hereby further revived
4 and continued for the purpose of continuing its investigation
5 and study relative to the advisability of repealing the provisions
6 of law requiring the cooking of garbage before feeding to swine,
7 and relative to methods of relieving economic distress resulting
8 from such provisions if repeal thereof is not deemed to be ad-
-9 visable.

10 Said commission shall be provided with quarters in the state
11 house or elsewhere, and may travel within and without the
12 commonwealth.
13 Said commission may hold hearings, may summon and ex-
-14 amine witnesses and require by subpoena the production of
15 books and papers and may expend for clerical assistance, ex-
-16 pert, engineering and other assistants such sums as may be ap-
-17 propriated therefore.
18 Said commissions shall report to the general court the results
19 of its investigation and study and its recommendations, if any,
20 together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such recom-
-21 mendations into effect, from time to time, but its final report
22 shall be filed not later than the last Tuesday in December, 1959,
23 by filingthe same with the clerk of the senate.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

C&e CommontocaltJj of Massachusetts
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