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By Mr. Longworth of Methuen, petition of David W. Wallwork for legislation
to increase the fees for the examination and registration of physicians. Public
Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act increasing the fees for the examination and regis-

tration OF PHYSICIANS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section 2, as most recently amended by chapter 329 of
3 the acts of 1957, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 2. Applications for registration as qualified physi-
-6 cians, signed and sworn to by the applicants, shall be made
7 upon blanks furnished by the board of registration in medicine,
8 herein and in sections three to nine A, inclusive, called the
9 board. Each applicant who shall furnish the board with satis-

10 factory proof that he is twenty-one or over and of good moral
11 character, that he possesses the educational qualifications re-
-12 quired for graduation from a public high school, that he has
13 completed two years of pre-medical collegiate work, including
14 physics, chemistry and biology, in a college or university ap-
-15 proved by a body constituted as provided in this section and
16 herein referred to as the approving authority, that he has at-
-17 tended courses of instruction for four years of not less than
18 thirty-two school weeks in each year, or courses which in the
19 opinion of the board are equivalent thereto, in one or more le-

-20 gaily chartered medical schools, and that he has received the de-
-21 gree of doctor of medicine, or its equivalent, from a legally char-
-22 tered medical school having the power to confer degrees in
23 medicine and approved by the approving authority, shall, upon
24 payment of [twenty-five] fifty dollars, be examined, and if
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25 found qualified by the board, be registered as a qualified physi-
-26 cian and entitled to a certificate in testimony thereof, signed by
27 the chairman and secretary. An applicant who has received
28 from a medical school legally chartered in a sovereign state other
29 than the United States or Canada a degree of doctor of medicine
30 or bachelor of medicine or its equivalent, shall be required to fur-
-31 nish to the board such documentary evidence as the board may
32 require that his education is substantially the equivalent of
33 that of graduates of medical schools in the United States and ;
34 such other evidence as the board may require as to his qualifi-
-35 cations to practice medicine, and shall be required to take an
36 examination offered periodically by the National Board of
37 Medical Examiners of the United States and if the National
38 Board of Medical Examiners of the United States shall certify
39 to the board that the applicant has successfully passed said
40 examination, and if the board shall be satisfied as to his educa-
-41 tion and his qualifications, then the board shall, upon payment
42 of [twenty-five] fifty dollars by the applicant, admit him to
43 the examination for licensure. Said bod}' shall consist of the
44 secretary of the board, the commissioner of public health, an
45 osteopathic member of the board or, if there be none on the
46 board, then a qualified osteopathic physician who shall be a
47 graduate of a school approved by the American Osteopathic
48 Association and by the approving authority, and a layman.
49 If at any time there is no osteopathic member of the board
50 the governor, with the advice and consent of the council, shall
51 appoint to said approving authority an osteopathic physician
52 qualified as aforesaid, who shall serve until such time as there
53 is an osteopathic member of the board, but not in any event
54 for more than three years. The layman member of the board
55 shall be appointed by the governor, with the advice and con-
-56 sent of the council, for the term of three years. An applicant
57 aggrieved by the refusal of the approving authority to approve
58 a medical school under this section shall be entitled to have the*
59 reasonableness of such refusal reviewed by a justice of the su-
-60 perior court, whose decision shall be final. An applicant fail-
-61 ing to pass an examination satisfactory to the board shall be
62 entitled to two re-examinations within two years at a meeting
63 of the board called for the examination of applicants upon pay-
-64 ment of a further fee of [ten] twenty-five dollars for each re-
-65 examination; but two such re-examinations shall exhaust his
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privilege under his original application. The board, after due
notice and hearing, may revoke any certificate issued by it to,
and cancel the registration of, any physician convicted of a
felony, or any physician who has been shown at any such hear-
ing to have been guilty of the use of narcotic drugs in any way
other than for therapeutic purposes, and may, at any time after
the expiration of one year thereafter, reissue any certificate so
revoked, and register anew any physician whose registration
was so cancelled. The board, after due notice and hearing,
may suspend, for a period not exceeding one year, any certifi-
cate issued by it to, and cancel the registration of, any physician
who has been shown at such hearing to have been guilty of gross
and confirmed use of alcohol in any of its forms while engaged
in the practice of his profession; or of abuse of the authority
granted in section two hundred and nine A of chapter ninety-
four; or of publishing or causing to be published, or of distribu-
ting or causing to be distributed, any literature contrary to sec-
tion twenty-nine of chapter two hundred and seventy-two;
or of acting as principal or assistant in the carrying on of the
practice of medicine by an unregistered person or by any person
convicted of the illegal practice of medicine or by any physician
whose registration has been cancelled, and whose certificate has
been revoked or suspended, by the board; or of aiding and
abetting in any attempt to secure registration, either for him-
self or for another, by fraud; or, in connection with Ins practice,
of defrauding or attempting to defraud any person. Except as
otherwise provided herein, the board may, at any time, reissue
any certificate so revoked and register anew any physician whose
registration was cancelled.
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The approving authority shall, upon the request of any
college, university or medical school in this commonwealth, in-
spect said college, university or medical school and notify its
trustees or other governing body in writing if said college, uni-
versity or medical school is approved by the approving au-
thority for the purposes of this section, or if not, what steps
said college, university or medical school must take in order
to gain the approval of the approving authority.
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Any college, university or medical school desiring to be ap-
proved for the purposes of this section may file with the ap-
proving authority a written request for the approval of such
college, university or medical school, and thereupon a public
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107 hearing shall be seasonably granted by the approving authority
108 and a written decision made by it within twenty days after the
109 termination of such hearing. The applicant for such approval
110 shall be notified forthwith in writing of such decision and, if
111 such college, university or medical school is not approved by
112 the approving authority for the purposes of this section, it shall
113 forthwith be notified in writing what steps it must take in order
114 to gain the approval of the approving authority. A written de-
-115 cision of the approving authority refusing to approve any
116 college, university or medical school shall not become effective
117 until thirty days after written notice of such decision is given
118 to the college, university or medical school seeking such ap-
-119 proval. Every such college, university or medical school ag-
-120 grieved by such refusal shall have the right to file a petition in
121 the superior court for Suffolk county to revise or reverse the de-
-122 cision of the approving authority. Notice of the entry of such
123 petition shall be given to the secretary of the board of regis-
-124 tration in medicine and all proceedings connected therewith
125 shall be according to rules regulating the trial of civil causes
126 without juries. The court shall hear the case and finally de-
-127 termine whether or not such approval shall be granted or re-
-128 vised.
129 Upon the filing of such a petition within the aforesaid period
130 of thirty days, then the said decision of the approving authority
131 shall not become effective until a final decree affirming said de-
-132 cision is entered upon the aforesaid petition.
133 The approving authority may from time to time, but not
134 oftener than once a year, inspect each college, university, or
135 medical school approved under this section and if, in the opin-
-136 ion of said authority, such college, university, or medical school
137 does not meet the requirements necessary for approval, it shall
138 send written notification thereof to the trustees or other gov-
-139 erning body of such college, university, or medical school speci-
-140 fying therein what steps it must take in order to prevent the,-^141 withdrawal of such approval and a reasonable time within
142 which it must take such steps. If such college, university, or
143 medical school fails to take such steps within the time prescribed,
144 said authority shall give written notice that it will withdraw its
145 approval. A college, university, or medical school objecting to
146 the withdrawal of the approval granted to it may file with the
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147 approving authority, within twenty days after such written
notice, its written objections thereto, and thereupon a public
hearing shall be seasonably granted by the approving authority.
As soon as may be, the approving authority shall give a copy of
its decision to such college, university, or medical school. A
written decision of the approving authority withdrawing its ap-
proval of a college, university or medical school shall not be-
come effective until thirty days after a copy of such decision
is given to the college, university, or medical school con-
cerned. The provisions of this section applicable in the case
of a refusal of the approving authority to approve originally a
college, university, or medical school shall apply, so far as apt,
in the case of a withdrawal by the approving authority of ap-
proval of a college, university, or medical school.
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The board shall examine an applicant who is an alien only if
he presents to it a certificate from the court in which he shall
have filed his declaration of intention to become a citizen of
the United States, or from the Immigration and Naturalization
Service of the United States, showing that he has declared his
intention to become such a citizen, or a copy of such declaration
of intention, certified by the clerk of such court. In case the
applicant is subsequently registered, unless he shall present to
the board, within five years following the filing of the certificate
or certified copy hereinbefore referred to, his completed natural-
ization papers showing that he is a citizen of the United States
his certificate of registration shall be revoked and his registra-
tion cancelled. The foregoing provisions of this paragraph shall
not apply to limited registration under section nine or section
nine A or to any alien physician of distinguished merit and
ability, duly licensed to practice his profession in any foreign
country wherein the requirements for the issuance of such a li-
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cense are not substantially lower than those of this common-
wealth, while he is temporarily teaching in this commonwealth
in a medical school approved by the approving authority.
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The board may, without examination, grant certificates of
registration as qualified physicians to such persons as shall fur-
nish with their applications satisfactory proof that they have
the qualifications required in the commonwealth to entitle them
to be examined and have been licensed or registered upon a
written examination in another state whose standards, in the
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opinion of the board, are equivalent to those in the common-
wealth; provided, that no person shall be so registered without
an examination if he has attempted unsuccessfully to secure
registration in the commonwealth or if he is a graduate of a
medical school not approved by the approving authority. The
fee for such registration without examination shall be [fifty J
seventy-five dollars.
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