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Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Rosenfeld of Milford, for the Bill
providing that the selectmen of the town of Southborough shall constitute the
board of public works in said town by virtue of their office (House, No. 1782), and
passed by the House to be engrossed. March 10.

An Act authorizing the town of southborough to establish
A BOARD of public works exercising the powers of certain
OTHER BOARDS, DEPARTMENTS AND OFFICES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Ge7ieral
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred and twenty-seven of the
2 acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-two is hereby repealed.

1 Section 2. There shall be established in the town of South-
-2 borough a board of public works, and the board of selectmen
3 shall act as such board of public works. The members of the
4 said board shall forthwith, after each annual town flection, elect
5 one of their members as chairman to serve until the next annual
6 town election. The members of the said board of public works
7 shall receive such compensation for their services as the town
8 may determine.

1 Section 3. Upon the date when this act becomes fully effec-
-2 tive the board shall have the powers, rights and duties now or
3 from time to time vested by general or special law in the follow-

[ 4 ing boards, departments and offices in said town, to wit: water
5 commissioners, highway department, including the superintend-
-6 ent of streets, cemetery commissioners, park department, moth
7 department, and tree warden, and such boards, departments and
8 offices shall thereupon be abolished. In addition, the board is
9 hereby authorized to and shall assume all powers, rights, duties

10 and liabilities with respect to the collection and disposal of gar-
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11 bage in said town. No contracts or liabilities in force on the
12 date when this act becomes fully effective shall be affected, but
13 the board shall in all respects be the lawful successor of the
14 boards, departments and offices so abolished.

1 Section 4. The board shall appoint a superintendent of
2 public works and fix his compensation. He shall be a competent
3 civil engineer, being especially fitted by training and experience
4 to perform the duties of said office. He may or may not be a
5 resident of the town. The superintendent shall exercise and
6 perform under the supervision and direction of the board, such
7 of the powers, rights and duties transferred to it under section
8 two as it may from time to time designate. The superintendent
9 shall be responsible for the efficient exercise and performance of

10 such powers, rights and duties. The board by a majority vote
11 may at any time remove the superintendent for cause after a
12 hearing or an opportunity therefor, provided a written state-
-13 ment setting forth specific reasons for such removal is filed with
14 the town clerk and a copy thereof delivered to or sent by regis-
-15 tered mail to said superintendent at least five days before the
16 date of said proposed hearing. The action of the board shall be
17 final. No member of the board shall be eligible for appointment
18 as such superintendent of public works. During his tenure, the
19 superintendent shall hold no elective or other appointive office,
20 nor shall he be engaged in any other business or occupation.
21 The superintedent shall, subject to the approval of the board,
22 appoint such assistants, agents and employees as the exercise
23 and performance of his powers, rights and duties may require
24 and may remove them, subject to the approval of the board.
25 He shall keep full and complete records of the doings of his office
26 and render to the board as often as it may require a full report
27 of all operations under his control during the period reported
28 upon; and annually and from time to time as required by the
29 board, he shall make a synopsis of such reports for publication .
30 including an annual report for publication in the town report.
31 He shall keep the board fully advised as to the needs of the town
32 within the scope of his duties, and shall annually furnish to the
33 board not later than the first day of December of each year a
34 carefully prepared and detailed estimate in writing of the appro-
-35 priation required during the next succeeding fiscal year for the
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36 proper exercise and performance of all said powers, rights and
duties. The superintendent, as the board may direct, may
undertake such engineering services as the town may need in
departments other than those mentioned in section three.
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Section 5. This act shall take full effect when accepted by
a majority of the voters of said town present and voting thereon
by ballot in accordance with the provisions of General Laws, so
far as the same shall be applicable, at a meeting which the
selectmen shall call for the purpose, not later than thirty days
before the annual town meeting, in answer to the following ques-
tion which shall be placed upon the official ballot to be used at
said meeting: “Shall an act passed by the General Court in
the year nineteen hundred and fifty-nine entitled ‘An Act
authorizing the town of Southborough to establish a board of
public works exercising the powers of certain other boards, de-
partments and offices’, be accepted?”
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Section 6. At any time after the expiration of three years
from the date on which this act is accepted, twenty per cent of
the qualified voters of the town may petition the selectmen that
the question of revoking the acceptance of this act be submitted
to the voters at a meeting to be held at least sixty days before
the annual town meeting. The vote shall be taken by ballot in
accordance with the provisions of General Laws, so far as the
same shall be applicable, in answer to the following question
which shall be placed upon the official ballot to be used at said
meeting: “Shall the acceptance by the town of an act passed
by the General Court in the year nineteen hundred and fifty-
nine, entitled ‘An Act authorizing the town of Southborough
to establish a board of public works exercising the powers of
certain other boards, departments and offices’ be revoked?”
If such revocation is favored by a majority of the voters voting
thereon, and if the total number of voters voting thereon shall
be a majority of the registered voters of the town, this act shall
cease to be operative on and after the next annual town meeting
following such vote, and the town shall at the next annual town
meeting following such vote elect such boards and officers as are
necessary to exercise and perform the powers, rights and duties
transferred to the board of public works by this act. Such action
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23 shall not affect any contract then existing or any action at law
24 or suit in equity or other proceeding then pending. All general
25 laws respecting town administration and town officers and any
26 special laws relative to the town, the operation of which has been
27 suspended or superseded by the acceptance of this act, shall be
28 revived by such revocation and shall continue to be in full force
29 and effect. By-laws in force when such revocation takes effect,
30 so far as they are consistent with general laws respecting town
31 administration and town officers, and with special laws relating
32 to the town, shall not be affected thereby, but any other by-law
33 inconsistent with such general or special laws shall be annulled.
34 Any subsequent petition to revoke the acceptance of this act
35 shall not be filed under this section oftener than once in every
36 three years.

1 Section 7. Any action taken by the town of Southborough
2 at the annual meeting in the current year pursuant to the au-
-3 thorization contained in section two shall be as valid and effec-
-4 tive as though this act were in full force and effect at the time
5 of the posting of the warrant for said meeting.


