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Executive Department,
State House, Boston, March 11, 1959.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I have on at least four previous occasions urged the creation
of a mass transportation authority for the coordination of present
programs and the development of plans for the future.

Again in my Inaugural Message this year, I recommended the
immediate creation of the Massachusetts Transportation Authority
and emphasized that it is urgent that we now invest “time, money
and effort” if we hope to achieve a solution to these problems.
I have pointed out again and again that we “do not have a single
agency with sufficient authority, resources and technical skill to
plan for the future and to coordinate transportation facilities and
policies affecting the Commonwealth.”

I am filing herewith emergency legislation for the establishment
of the Massachusetts Transportation Authority as recommended in
my Inaugural Message. I wish to repeat that there is no purpose in
assigning this task to any of our already overburdened public
agencies or legislative commissions. I again recommend that this
Authority be established within the Executive Department in
order to make it eligible for substantial sums of Federal assistance.

I wish to call to your attention that under the provisions of
Chapter 541 of the Acts of 1958 there was established the Old
Colony Area Transportation Commission, which Commission was
charged by you with the responsibility of conducting a study and
making recommendations relative to adequate transportation

Service for those communities now dependent upon the Old Colony
Railroad Line. As you know, on January 21, 1959, the Old Colony
Area Transportation Commission submitted a report and recom-
mendations to your honorable bodies and additional reports are
now in process. This report and all other proposals should be con-
sidered by the General Court, in order that your honorable bodies
may adopt an adequate solution to this problem at the earliest
possible time.
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Under the provisions of Chapter 541 of the Acts of 1958 railroad
transportation service on the Old Colony Line was continued,
which service is scheduled to terminate on June 30, 1959 one
hundred eleven days from the date of this Message.

I have requested the Attorney General of the Commonwealth to
continue to take all necessary steps to fully protect the interest of
Commonwealth in connection with this situation, and he has
advised that he shall continue to be available to assist your honor-
able bodies in arriving at a satisfactory solution to this problem.

I am submitting this Message to emphasize the urgency of these
problems. It is imperative that immediate action be taken by the
General Court on these matters.

Respectfully submitted,

FOSTER FURCOLO,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act establishing a mass transportation authority.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

Chapter 6 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding
after section 107the following sections:
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Section 108. There shall be a board to be known as the mass
transportation authority consisting of the chairman of the met-
ropolitan district commission, the chairman of the metropolitan
transit authority, the commissioner of public works, the com-
missioner of commerce, the chairman of the Massachusetts turn-
pike authority, the chairman of the Massachusetts port au-
thority, the chairman of the department of public utilities, the
chairman of the Boston traffic commission and five persons, one
of whom shall be experienced in railroad management and
operation, to be appointed by the governor with the advice and
consent of the council. Of the five members originally appointed,
three shall serve for terms of three years and two shall serve for
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terms of two years. Upon the
member, his successor shall be
said, for a term of three years
member as chairman.

expiration of the term of such a
appointed, in the manner afore-
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The governor shall designate a17
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Section 109. The authorit
directed to make an investiga
ture and to co-ordinate trar
affecting the commonwealth
Boston, the metropolitan arc

f is authorized, empowered and
ion and study to plan for the fu-
sportation facilities and policies
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as they relate to the future of
a, the growth of our cities and
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towns and the development of the New England region, with
particular emphasis on the financial, legal, economic, technical
and social problems arising out of our unplanned transportation
facilities. The authority shall, from time to time, make such
recommendations to the governor and general court for the
co-ordination of present programs and for the development of
plans for the future as it may deem advisable.

24
25
26
27
28
29
30



HOUSE —No. 2580. [Mar. 1959.4

■l'

>r

31 Section 110. The authority may employ an adequate techni-
-32 cal staff and such other employees as, in its opinion, the work
33 and duties of the authority may require. It may expeand for
34 such salaries and other necessary expenses such amounts as may
35 be appropriated therefor, together with any funds received by
36 the treasurer of the conmionwealth from the federal government
37 for its purposes. The members of the authority shall serve with-
-38 out compensation, but shall be entitled to travel and other
39 necessary expenses in the performance of their duties.


