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House of Representatives, March 16, 1959

The committee on Mercantile Affairs, to whom was referred the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1201) of the Massachu-
setts Home Builders Association for prohibiting building ordinances
or by-laws which regulate the minimum size or architectural features
of certain buildings except in historical districts, report the accom-
panying bill (House, No. 2590).

For the committee,

GEORGE H. O’FARRELL.

I
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HOUSE No. 2590. [Mar. 1959.>

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine

An Act to clarify the zoning enabling act.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 2of chapter 40A of the General Laws, as most recently’
2 amended by chapter 145 of the acts of 1957, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out the first paragraph thereof and insert-
-4 ing, in its place, the following paragraph;
5 For the purpose of promoting the health, safety, convenience,
6 morals or welfare of its inhabitants, any city, except Boston,
7 and any town, may by a zoning ordinance or by-law reasonably
8 regulate and restrict the height, number of stories and size of
9 buildings and structures, the size and width of lots, the per-

-10 centage of lot that may be occupied, the size of yards, courts
11 and other open spaces, the density of population, and the loca-
-12 tion and use of buildings, structures, and land for trade, industry,
13 agriculture, residence or other purposes ; provided, however, that
14 no ordinance or by-law which prohibits or limits the use of land
15 for any church or other religious purpose or for any educational
16 purpose which is religious, sectarian, denominational or public
17 shall be valid.
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