
HOUSE . No. 2798

The Finance Commission of the City of Boston,
24 School Street, Boston 8, April 27, 1959.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

Within a few months, the Boston Redevelopment Authority is
expected to begin to spend an estimated $15,000,000 of City funds
in acquiring and clearing the vast downtown area which will be the
site of the Government Center.

As matters now stand, the City has no statutory control over
these funds once the money is turned over to the Boston Redevelop-
ment Authority.

It is vitally important that suitable municipal controls and pro-
cedures be set up by statute at this time to provide basic municipal
control while affording ample scope to the Boston Redevelopment
Authority to carry out its operations.

A statute is necessary to set up a permanent framework for this
purpose. The fact is that a new departure in urban renewal and
redevelopment has come into being which provides that the City
will advance all the funds for acquisition, demolition and prepara-
tion of the area. This is quite different from the typical federally
aided redevelopment programs which have prevailed heretofore.
In the latter type of program, the Federal Government protects its
interests by insisting upon many types of controls; the Federal
Government approves the purchase price of each parcel of property
taken, demolition projects, personnel and procurement policy,
maintains constant auditing supervision, et al.

In the case of projects Avholly financed by the City, there is no
Statutory provision for such types of controls. Unless suitable

legislation is adopted, there will be a great void in the control of
City funds once the money leaves the City’s hands. Clearly, some
counterpart of the customary federal controls, present in urban
renewal and redevelopment, should be provided for this new rela-
tionship between the Boston Redevelopment Authority and the
City.
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Huge amounts of City money are involved. An estimated
$15,000,000 is expected to be involved in the Government Center
Project. Other projects involving more millions of dollars are in
prospect.

The Finance Commission respectfully submits the attached draft
of proposed legislation and earnestly requests its adoption.

Respectfully submitted

THE FINANCE COMMISSION

Anthony J. Young,
Chairman

Roger J. Abizaid, M.D.
H. W. Dwight Rudd.
Maxwell B. Grossman.
Thomas J. Murphy,

Executive Secretary.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act limiting the powers of the boston redevelopment

AUTHORITY IN THE CASE OF CERTAIN Of ITS PROJECTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Whenever the city of Boston renders or agrees to
2 render financial assistance to a project of the Boston Redevelop-

-3 ment Authority to which the federal government has neither
4 rendered nor agreed to render financial assistance, no award,
5 settlement or agreement for judgment in eminent domain pro-
-6 ceedings incident to such project, nor purchase of land for such
7 project, shall be made by said authority unless the terms of such
8 award, settlement, agreement or purchase shall have been ap-
-9 proved in writing by the corporation counsel of said city, nor

10 shall said authority sell, grant or lease any land out of such
11 project unless the terms of such sale, grant or lease shall have
12 been approved in writing by the mayor of said city, nor shall any
13 contractual liability chargeable to such project be incurred by
14 said authority unless the terms thereof shall have been approved
15 in writing by the director of administrative services of said city,
16 and all receipts and expenditures of said authority allocable
17 to such project shall be set up on the books of said authority as a
18 separate account, which, together with all records of said author-
-19 ity pertaining thereto, said authority shall permit the city auditor
20 of said city to examine and audit as often as he deems necessary
21 or expedient.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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