
SENATE 174

By Mrs. Stanton, petition of Elizabeth A. Stanton and others for legislation
relative to the appointment, tenure, powers and duties of court officers in
district courts. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act for the appointment, tenure, powers and duties
OF COURT officers in district courts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter two hundred eighteen of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out Section sixty-one, as
3 amended by Chapter two of the Acts of Nineteen Hundred and
4 twenty, and inserting in place thereof the following section:
5 The Justices of the District Courts may appoint, subject to
6 the approval of the Administrative Committee of the District
7 Courts, court officers for attendance at the sessions of the
8 court. Such officers shall preserve order and may serve war-
-9 rants, precepts, mittimuses, orders and processes of the court,

10 and to perform such duties as the court may direct. If any
11 court has more than one officer, the presiding Justice may
12 appoint one of such officers as the chief court officer for that
13 particular court. No court officer shall be removed or dis-
-14 charged by any court until such removal or discharge shall
15 have been approved in writing by the Administrative Commit-
-16 tee of the District Courts. Before recommending or approving
17 the removal or discharge of any court officer the Administra-
-18 tive Committee shall grant a hearing to such officer if he re-
-19 quests one. The request for a hearing must be made in writing
20 and submitted to the Chairman of the Administrative Commit-
-21 tee within three days after receiving notice by registered or
22 certified mail of said removal or discharge. In the absence of
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23 a court officer or whenever the Justice of a court deems it
24 necessary, a temporary court officer may be appointed, subject
25 to the approval of the Administrative Committee, and said
26 temporary court officer shall have all the powers and duties
27 of a permanent court officer. Any court officer in service on
28 the effective date of this Act shall not be subject to dismissal
29 or removal for failure to meet the standards of qualifications
30 established by the Administrative Committee for the appoint-
-31 ment of court officers.


