
SENATE No. 378

By Mr. Beades, petition of the Associated Subcontractors of Massachusetts,
by Joseph A. Libbon, and another for legislation requiring bidders on building
construction contracts to submit evidence of responsibility and competency.
State Administration.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Ni

An Act requiring bidders on building construction contracts
TO SUBMIT EVIDENCE OF RESPONSIBILITY AND COMPETENCY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred forty-nine of the general
2 laws is hereby amended by adding, after section forty-four L,
3 the following sections forty-four M and forty-four N:
4 Section 44M. No general bidder or sub-bidder may submit
5 a general bid or a sub-bid in connection with the construction
6 of a public building under the provisions of section forty-four A
7 to forty-four L, inclusive, unless such general bidder or sub-
-8 bidder has filed with the commonwealth, prior to bid opening
9 time for the particular general bid or sub-bid, a full and com-

10 plete statement under oath for the period ending with the last
11 fiscal year of that general bidder or sub-bidder which ended
12 at least one hundred and twenty days prior to the bid opening
13 time, and in the form and manner hereinafter set forth.
14 Such statement shall be filed with the director of the division
15 of building construction in response to a questionnaire stand-
-16 ardized for like classes of work. The questionnaire shall be in
17 such form that it will develop fully the financial ability, the
18 adequacy of plant and equipment, the status of work then
19 under construction, the organization and prior experience of
20 the prospective general bidder and sub-bidder and of its key
21 personnel and also such other pertinent and material facts as
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may be desirable.22
23 Section k-J}N. The information submitted to the common-

wealth pursuant to section 44M may be examined by a duly
authorized representative of any awarding authority which
has requested general bids or sub-bids for the award of a con-
tract pursuant to sections forty-four A to forty-four L, inclu-
sive, or by a duly authorized representative of any general bid-
der or sub-bidder who has taken out a set of plans and speci-
fications, or who has submitted a general bid or a sub-bid for
work to be included in such an award. The director of the
division of building construction shall make rules and regula-
tions for the examination of such information to the end that
it shall be available only at such times and to such persons as
are able to show that they have a definite interest in determin-
ing the responsibility and competency of particular general
bidders and sub-bidders for particular work and such informa-
tion shall not be available as a public record.

24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
39

33
34
35
36
37
38

Section 2. This Act shall apply to every contract to be
awarded pursuant to an invitation for bids issued on or after
July 1, 1959.
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