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By Mr. Foster, petition of A. Frank Foster for legislation relative to the
terms of office of members of the Public Utilities Commission in the Depart-
ment of Public Utilities. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act relative to the term of office and related matters for
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION IN THE DEPART-
MENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same

_,
as

follows:
1 Section 1. Chapter 25, Section 2of the General Laws as
2 most recently amended by Chapter 557 of the Acts of 1958 is
3 hereby further amended by striking out in line 4 of said sec-
-4 tion the word “five” and inserting in place thereof the word
5 “seven”.

1 Section 2. General Laws, Chapter 25, Section 4as most
2 recently amended by Chapter 285 of the Acts of 1955 is hereby
3 further amended by striking out in line 13 the word “three”
4 and inserting in place thereof the word “four” so as to read as
5 follows: “The chairman shall have and exercise supervision
6 and control over all the affairs of the commission. He shall
7 preside at all hearings at which he is present, and shall desig-
-8 nate a commissioner to act as chairman in his absence. He
9 shall not, except as is otherwise provided herein, be charged

10 with any administrative functions. In order to promote effi-
-11 ciency in administration he shall from time to time make such
12 division or redivision of the work of the department among the
13 commissioners as he deems expedient. All of the commission-
-14 ers shall, if so directed by the chairman, participate in the
15 hearing and decision of any matter coming before the com-
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16 mission. In the hearing of all matters other than those of
17 formal or administrative character coming before the commis-
-18 sion, one or more commissioners shall participate and in the
19 decision of all such matters at least four commissioners shall
20 participate; provided that any such matter may be heard, ex-
-21 amined and investigated by an employee of the department
22 designated and assigned thereto by the chairman, with the
23 concurrence of at least three commissioners. Such employee
24 shall make a report in writing relative to every such matter
25 to the commission for its decision thereon. For the purposes
26 of hearing, examining and investigating any such matter such
27 employee shall have all of the powers conferred upon a com-
-28 missioner by section five A, and all pertinent provisions of said
29 section shall apply to such proceedings. In every such case the
30 concurrence of a majority of the commissioners participating
31 in the decision shall be necessary therefor.”

1 Section 3. The term of the commissioner expiring in 1960
2 is hereby extended until January 31, 1962; the term of the
3 commissioner expiring in 1961 is hereby extended until Janu-
-4 ary 31, 1963; the term of the commissioner expiring in 1962
5 is hereby extended until January 31, 1964; the term of the
6 commissioner expiring in 1963 is hereby extended until Janu-
-7 ary 31, 1965; the term of the commissioner expiring in 1964
8 is hereby extended until January 31, 1966; the term of the
9 second additional commissioner appointed pursuant to pro-

-10 visions of section 2 of Chapter 557 of the Acts of 1958 is hereby
11 extended until January 31, 1967; the term of the additional
12 member first appointed under the provisions of section 2 of
13 Chapter 557 of the Acts of 1958 is hereby extended until Jan-
-14 uary 31, 1968.

1 Section 4. This Act shall take effect upon its passage


