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SENATE No. 621
[Senate, No. 621. Offered by Senator Parker.]

U%' (Cmmmntuu'dih af iliaiuutduuu'tti;

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty

Resolutions commemorating general lafayette

Whereas, May twentieth, nineteen hundred and fifty-nine marks
the one hundred and twenty-fifth anniversary of the death of
General Marquis de Lafayette, Revolutionary War hero, whose
unselfish service to the cause of American Independence has left
an indelible impression on our history; and

Whereas, His wise council, valiant application to duty and
patience under the severe hardships of war, made him an “idol of
the American people” as he defended Brandywine, comforted the
men at Valley Forge, acted as liaison between the French and
American armies, persuaded the French king to assist the Colonial
forces; and finally with the assistance of the French fleet prevented
the escape of Cornwallis, thereby forcing his surrender at York-
town; and

Whereas, His great contribution to the cause of liberty was
recognized by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts when it invited
him to lay the cornerstone of Bunker Hill monument, June seven-
teenth, eighteen hundred and twenty-five, and he was deeply wel-
comed with acclaim on that occasion; and

Whereas, It is highly fitting that proper recognition be given to
the memory of this intrepid French soldier, who came to America
as a youth of twenty years and contributed gallant and illustrious
service in the uncertain and unequal struggle for liberty; therefore
be it

Resolved, That the Senate of Massachusetts on the occasion of
the one hundred and twenty-fifth anniversary of General Lafa-
yette’s death express on behalf of the citizens of the commonwealth
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and of the nation the deep debt of gratitude which is owed to
Marquis de Lafayette for his outstanding contributions to American
independence, and respectfully urges that all citizens and school
children of the commonwealth observe Thursday, the twentieth of
May as Lafayette Day in order that the memory of the services
rendered by that illustrious Frenchman at a time when the fate
and future of our freedom hung in the balance may be perpetuated.

Senate, May 5, 1959.
Adopted.

IRVING N. HAYDEN,
Clerk


