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Chap. 55. Resolve increasing the scope of the special commission
ESTABLISHED TO INVESTIGATE AND STUDY THE FEASIBILITY OF
ESTABLISHING A SOUTHEASTERN MASSACHUSETTS WATER
DISTRICT.

Resolved, That the unpaid special commission, established by chapter
fifty-four of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-one and most recently
revived and continued by chapter one hundred and twelve of the resolve
of nineteen hundred and fifty-seven, to investigate and study the advisability
and feasibility of establishing a Southeastern Massachusetts Water District,

all, in the course of its investigation and study, consider the subject matter
of current senate document numbered 583, relative to the acquisition of
additional water supply by the town of Marion. Approved April 11, 1958.
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Chap. 88. Resolve further reviving and continuing the special

COMMISSION ESTABLISHED TO INVESTIGATE AND STUDY THE
FEASIBILITY OF ESTABLISHING A SOUTHEASTERN MASSACHU-

SETTS WATER DISTRICT AND OTHER SUBJECT MATTERS

Resolved, 1 hat the unpaid special commission, established by chapter
fifty-four of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-one and most
recently revived and continued by chapter one hundred and twelve of the
resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-seven, to investigate and study the
advisability and feasibility of establishing a southeastern Massachusetts
water district, is hereby further revived and continued for the purpose of
further considering that subject, as well as any other subjects or matters
heretofore or hereafter referred to it.

The commission shall have the power to employ such engineers and
other assistants, including the procurement of the services of such consulting
engineers, chemists or attorneys as may be necessary, and to incur such
expenses as may be necessary for carrying out the provisions of this resolve.

Said commission shall be provided with quarters in the state house or
elsewhere, may hold hearings, and shall have the power to summon wit-
nesses and to require the production of books, records and papers and the
giving of testimony under oath.

The commission may expend for the purposes of this resolve the balance
available in item 0210-00 of section two of chapter seven hundred and
forty-three of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-seven, and such other
sums as may be appropriated therefor.

Said commission shall report fully with plans and estimates to the general
court by filing the same with the clerk of the senate on or before May first,
nineteen hundred and fifty-nine, including in its report drafts of any legis-
lation recommended by it. Approved May 20, 1958.



May 1, 1959.
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The Southeastern Massachusetts Water District Commission,
created by chapter 54 of the resolves of 1951, and most recently
revived and continued by Chapter 88 of the Resolves of 1958, the
scope of which was enlarged by Chapter 55 of the Resolves of 1958,
herewith submits its fifth interim report.

When your Commission was first created it was instructed among
other things, to investigate and study the advisability and feasibility
of establishing a Southeastern Massachusetts Water District for
the counties of Bristol and Plymouth because of the need for addi-
tional water by the cities and towns of these counties due to in-
creased population in the area.

While the need for such additional water supply still exists in this
area, your Commission has not been able to secure an agreement
with the municipalities involved as to how best to handle this
problem.

We are reliably informed that for the first time negotiations
have been going on in this connection and a possible solution may
be arrived at in the near future. Therefore, your Commission re-
spectfully requests that the time for filing the final report be still
further extended to May 1, 1961 in order that it may further assist
in any pending negotiations for a satisfactory solution. (See
Appendix A.)

Marion Hearing

Under Chapter 55 of the Resolves of 1958, the scope of the Com-
mission was extended to include a study of the subject matter of
the acquisition of additional water supplies for the Town of Marion.

Subsequent to the revival and continuance of your Commission,
at the request of Town Officials, a public hearing was held in the
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Town of Marion, relative to the acquisition by said Town of addi-
tional water supply to care for the increased demands made by
residents.

Senate 583 of 1958, filed on petition of the Board of Selectmen of
Marion by Ralph E. Watson and others, for legislation relating to
the acquisition of additional water supply by said town, was con-
sidered at public hearing, and thoroughly discussed by representa-
tives of the Towns of Marion, Rochester, Mattapoisett and Fair-
haven, as well as by representatives from New Bedford and Fall
River.

It was agreed at the end of the hearing that the interested parties
would clarify the context of Senate 583 and come to an agreement
on some disputed points and so notify your commission.

Your commission was later notified that it was agreed to elimi-
nate the reference to Mattapoisett from the proposed legislation
and that this would satisfy objections made at the public hearing.
However, ■ your commission has been informed that Rochester at
its Annual Town Meeting voted to oppose the Town of Marion
should they pursue their search for additional water supply in the
Town of Rochester.

Since no agreement of the interested parties has been reported
to your commission, we request a further extension of time in
which to report finally in this connection. (See Exhibit A.)

Respectfully submitted.

EDWARD C. STONE, Chairman
MARY L. FONSECA
GILBERT M. COROA
THEOPHILE J. DesROCHES
ALBERT P. DOYLE
FREDERICK W. GOW
WORTHEN H. TAYLOR
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

Resolve further reviving and continuing the special com-
mission ESTABLISHED TO INVESTIGATE AND STUDY THE FEASI-
BILITY OF ESTABLISHING A SOUTHEASTERN MASSACHUSETTS WATER
DISTRICT.

1 Resolved, That the unpaid special commission, established by
2 chapter fifty-four of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-
-3 one and most recently revived and continued by chapter eighty-
-4 eight of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-eight, to in-
-5 vestigate and study the advisability and feasibility of establish-
-6 ing a southeastern Massachusetts water district, is hereby
7 further revived and continued for the purpose of further con-
-8 sidering that subject, as well as any legislation or information
9 in connection therewith which may be presented by any of the

10 municipalities in the counties of Bristol and Plymouth, as to
11 their individual water problems; as well as all questions relat-
-12 ing to the quantities of water to be obtained from available
13 sources, its quality, the best methods of protecting the purity
14 of the water, the construction, operation and maintenance of
15 works for storing, conveying and purifying the water, the cost
16 of the same, and damages to property, and all other matters
17 pertaining thereto.
18 The commission shall have the power to employ consulting
19 engineers, chemists, attorneys and such other expert and
20 clerical assistants, and to incur such expenses as may be neces-
-21 sary for carrying out the provisions of this resolve.
22 Said commission shall be provided with quarters in the state
23 house or elsewhere, may hold hearings, and shall have the

Appendix A.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.
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power to summon witnesses and to require the production of
books, records and papers and the giving of testimony under
oath.

24
25
26

The commission may expend for the purposes of this resolve
the balance available in item 0210-00 of section two of chapter
seven hundred and forty-three of the acts of nineteen hundred
and fifty-two, and such other sums as may be appropriated
therefor.

27
28
29
30
31

Said commission shall report its recommendations with plans
and estimates, including drafts of any legislation recommended
by it, from time to time, but the final report to be filed with the
clerk of the senate, not later than May first, 1961.

32
33
34
35


