
SENATE No. 634

[Senate, No. 634. Offered by Senators Donahue and Lamson.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine,

Resolutions on the three hundred and twenty-fifth anniver-
sary OF THE FIRST SESSION OF THE GENERAL COURT AUTHORIZED TO
MAKE AND ESTABLISH LAWS.

Whereas, The great Commonwealth of Massachusetts can trace
its origin directly back to the settling of the country about Boston
and Salem by the Massachusetts Bay Company under John
Winthrop and his associates; and

Whereas, The Massachusetts Bay Company, like most chartered
trading companies of that time, was directed by a governing body
consisting of its “governor” and “assistants”, similar in some re-
spects to the president and board of directors of a modern corpora-
tion but exercising much greater power over the conduct of the
members of the company or “freemen” as they were called; and

Whereas, When Winthrop and his associates landed in 1630 the
immediate problem was not to manage a trading company so much
as to govern a new colony, which problem was soon met by using
the same governing body, the ten assistants, who governed through
a Court of Assistants, and a General Court, a meeting of all the
“freemen” of the company, or shareholders; and during the first
four years of the colony the Court of Assistants was the govern-
ment of the Massachusetts Bay Colony and exercised all functions

| of government, legislative, executive and judicial; and

Whereas, The arrangement continued until the men of the Water-
town settlement protested a tax laid by the Governor and Assistants
which protest culminated in the enactment of a measure providing
that two men be appointed from each plantation to confer with the
general court on matters of taxation. Notice was sent out and the
freemen deputed two from each town to meet and consider the
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matters they were to take part in at the General Court. The new
deputies as they were called, assembled and called on the governor
and asked to see the charter, a right previously denied them, and
on seeing the same, staged a peaceful uprising. They met on May
14, 1634, elected Thomas Dudley governor in place of Winthrop,
and proceeded to establish a form of government for the colonies,
providing that thereafter the General Court would meet at regular
times, and that the General Court alone would have the power to
make and establish laws, to elect and appoint officials, to levy taxes
and to dispose of lands; and

Whereas, May 14, 1634 marked the first General Court in the
history of the colony, the province and the commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts at which deputies or representatives, with voting power,
represented the freemen of the various towns or plantations; there-
fore be it

Resolved, That the Senate of Massachusetts on the occasion of
the three hundred and twenty-fifth anniversary of the establish-
ment of a representative General Court, as we know it today, with
power to make and establish laws and levy taxes, takes this oppor-
tunity to reflect on the modest beginnings of a legislative body
which James Bryce centuries later considered superior to all other
state legislative bodies; and, mindful of the legislative heritage that
is ours, to dedicate ourselves to higher ideals in government and
to the highest quality of legislative effort.

Senate, May 14, 1959.
Adopted.

IRVING N. HAYDEN,
Clerk.


