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MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMISSION

V

Sen. John J. Beades of Boston, Chairman
Sen. William E. Hays of Waltham
Rep. John P. Buckley of Arlington, Vice-Chairman
Rep. Harry Della Russo of Revere
Rep. Edward L. Kerr of Belmont
John E. Maloney, Commissioner, Metropolitan District Commission
Mayor Lawrence W. Lloyd of Melrose
Elwyn E. Mariner, Massachusetts Federation of Taxpayers Associations
James J. Devlin, Public Works Department, City of Boston

Earlier Reports of the Commission

Financing Extensions of the Metropolitan Sewerage System (Senate, No. 545
of 1957)

Interim Report on the Randolph Sewer Extension (Senate, No. 775 of 1957)
Proposed Studies for Apportionment of Assessments in the
Metropolitan Sewerage Districts (Senate, No. 575 of 1958)
Relief Sewer in Everett and Malden (Senate, No. 785 of 1958)
Apportionment of Construction Costs (Senate, No. 850 of 1958)
Revision of Provisions Relative to the Financing of the Sewerage System

Constructed and Maintained by the Metropolitan District Commission
(Senate, No. 595 of 1959)

The Special Commission was created under chapter 129 of the Resolves
of 1956 and revived and continued under chapters 45 and 144 of the Resolves
of 1957, chapter 36 and 158 of the Resolves of 1958 and chapter 63 of the Re-
solves of 1959.
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Resolve reviving and continuing the special commission established
for an investigation and study relative to the systems of
SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL IN THE NORTH AND SOUTH METRO-
POLITAN SEWERAGE DISTRICTS AND THE CITY OF BOSTON,, AND THE WATER
SYSTEMS IN SAID DISTRICTS.

Resolved, That the unpaid special commission established by chapter
one hundred and twenty-nine of the resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-
six, and most recently revived and continued by chapter thirty-six of the
resolves of nineteen hundred and fifty-eight, and further continued by
chapter one hundred and fifty-eight of the resolves of nineteen hundred
and fifty-eight is hereby further revived and continued for the purpose of
continuing its investigation and study relative to the systems of sewerage
and sewage disposal in the north and south metropolitan sewerage districts
and the city of Boston, and the metropolitan water supply system.

In making its investigation and study, said special commission shall
specifically, but without limiting the generality of the foregoing, consider

(a) The financial condition of said districts, with particular reference to
the adequacy and fairness of the present rate for water furnished and the
methods of assessing operating and other costs provided under existing
statutes;

(b) The advisability of defining geographical limits to the extension
of said water and sewerage districts;

(c) The adequacy of the provisions of existing statutes, and of the exist-
ing methods of enforcement thereof with respect to such matters as the
approval of local sewerage works, with particular reference to methods of
separating storm water and drains from facilities for disposal of sanitary
sewage, and the prevention of pollution in the rivers and streams of the
metropolitan area, resulting from the operation of municipalities or other
public or private bodies;

(d) The adequacy of existing systems of sewage disposal of the munici-
palities which constitute the metropolitan sewerage districts and of the
metropolitan district commission with particular reference to the adequacy
and hydraulic characteristics of the old Neponset valley sewer, so-called,
between the southern high level sewer, so-called, and its terminus in West
Roxbury.

(e) The advisability of establishing an advisory board to be appointed
by the governor upon recommendation of the mayors and boards of select-
men of the cities and towns constituting said districts for the purpose of
representing the joint interests of said municipalities and of the public in
consultation with the officials of the metropolitan district commission.

OTlff Cammmuiu'ctlth of iHcUiiUtrlntiU'tts

ACT REVIVING AND CONTINUING THE COMMISSION

Chap. 63.
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Said commission shall be furnished by the metropolitan district com-
mission with such technical and other assistance as it may require, and shall
have the right to call upon other state departments, boards or commissions
for such information and assistance as it may deem necessary for its pur-
poses. Said commission shall be provided with quarters in the state house
or elsewhere, may travel within and without the commonwealth, may em-
ploy such engineering and other assistants and incur such expenses as may
be necessary to carry out the purposes of this resolve, and for said purposes
may expend the balance available in item 0257-14 as made available by
chapter one hundred and forty-four of the resolves of nineteen hundred
and fifty-seven and such additional sums as may be appropriated.

It is hereby further provided that expenditures made by said commission
are to be assessed fifty per cent on the metropolitan water district; twenty-
five per cent on the north metropolitan sewerage district; and twenty-five
per cent on the south metropolitan sewerage district.

Said commission may report from time to time to the general court the
results of its investigation and study hereunder, and its recommendations,
together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry its recommendations
into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the senate, but in any event
shall file its final report with said clerk on or before the last Tuesday in
December of nineteen hundred and sixty.

Signed
June 9, 1959
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This, the seventh report of the special commission studying water
and sewerage facilities in the area served by the metropolitan dis-
trict commission, relates to House No. 1227, a bill authorizing a
bond issue of up to $2,000,000 for the construction and improve-
ment of distribution facilities to furnish the town of Lexington and
the city of Waltham with an adequate supply of water.

The bill, filed at the request of the metropolitan district commis-
sion, was referred to the legislative committee on metropolitan
affairs. The committee referred the bill to the special commission
for study and recommendation.

At the time of referral the commission was not in existence as
its authorization had expired on May 1, 1959. Because of the
urgency of the situation, however, the special commission held a
conference on May 26, 1959, with officials of the metropolitan dis-
trict commission and discussed the proposed project in detail. The
views of legislators from the interested communities were obtained
in informal interviews which we believe reflected the position of
their local officials.

We had to proceed in this manner because legally the special
commission, which was originally created under chapter 129 of the
resolves of 1956, had no standing after the May 1 expiration date.
On June 9, 1959, the Governor signed chapter 63 of the resolves of
1959, reviving and continuing the special commission and it is under
the authority of that resolve that the special commission submits
this report, as directed by the Legislature.

During the past few years there has been a very extensive indus-
trial development of the land adjacent to Route 128 in Waltham

To The Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:
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and Lexington. The Cambridge Research Center, located in Lex-
ington adjacent to the Bedford Airport, has expanded its facilities
rapidly and substantially. The Airport itself has grown tremen-
dously and has acquired land in Lincoln on which several hundred
homes have been built to house U. S. Air Force officers and other
personnel assigned to this important research and development
center.

The Raytheon Manufacturing Company and other electronic
concerns have built new laboratories in this immediate vicinity and

*

thousands of persons who are employed in the new industrial con-
cerns and laboratories have moved into the Waltham-Belmont-Lex-
ington area. All these developments have enormously increased
the demand for water in this area.

In anticipation of the rapidly increasing demand for water in the
area, the metropolitan district commission made a careful survey
in 1957 of future water requirements. The metropolitan district
commission, in its budgetary requests for fiscal 1958-1959, asked
for funds to begin the construction of the first stages of the im-
provements which the MDC must make in its Northern Extra
High Service distribution system to meet present and future de
mands for water in the area.

The metropolitan commission is now constructing a new pump-
ing station adjacent to Route 2in Arlington. Within a short period
the MDC expects to award a contract for the construction of a
36-inch suction main extending from the existing 54-inch main in
Pleasant street, Arlington, to the MDC pumping station; and a
36-inch force main extending from the pumping station to existing
mains at the intersection of Route 2 and Park avenue.

The $2,000,000 bond issue authorized in House No. 1227 would
be used for the construction of a new force main extending from
Park avenue westerly along Route 2 to the intersection of Route 2|>
and Waltham street in Lexington a vital phase in the long-range
program to provide the water needed by the communities.

During the past month both Waltham and Lexington have on
several occasions been unable to meet the water supply require-
ments in their communities. This situation will become more acute
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as summer progresses, particularly if we experience a hot summer
similar to that of 1957.

The metropolitan district commission states that it is obligated
to extend its distribution system in order to provide Lexington
and Waltham with an ample supply of water under sufficient pres-
sure to meet their requirements. The MDC further states the
enabling legislation should be enacted as soon as possible so that
it can start the construction of this new water main during the
coming year and relieve the critical water supply situation in the
two communities as speedily as possible.

The MDC informed members of the metropolitan water district it
would sponsor the enabling legislation in a letter dated Nov. 10,
1958, and the details were explained at a meeting of water district
members on Nov. 21, 1958. No objection was raised, according to
the metropolitan commission officials, and everyone present agreed
that the MDC should proceed with this much needed extension.

Further delay would, in view of the rising costs of construction,
only add to the eventual cost of a project that inevitably must be
constructed, the special commission believes on the basis of its ex-
perience on other projects it has studied.

The special commission finds:

1. That the MDC 1957 survey showed a rapidly increasing de-
mand for water for residential and industrial use in the Waltham-
Belmont-Lexington area.

2. That the MDC has already started the first phase in a pro-
gram designed to relieve a critical water shortage in the area; and
the $2,000,000 bond issue will finance another vital step in the
program.

3. There is urgent need for these additional facilities inasmuch
as Lexington and Waltham are already experiencing difficulty in
meeting water supply requirements and the situation will become
acute if a hot summer is experienced.

4. That the new facilities will greatly aid the indi
dential development of the area, with consequent benefi
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state’s economy, while lack of the facilities will hamper the desired
development.

5. That any delay in beginning the construction of the new
facilities will only add to the eventual cost.

Recommendation

The special commission therefore recommends that the Legisla-
ture enact legislation to achieve the goal sought in House 1127 as
soon as possible in the form of the following bill.

SENATOR JOHN J. BEADES, Chairman
WILLIAM E. HAYS
JOHN P. BUCKLEY
HARRY DELLA RUSSO
EDWARD L. KERR
ELWYN E. MARINER
JAMES J. DEVLIN
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

An Act authorizing the metropolitan district commission
TO CONSTRUCT CERTAIN IMPROVEMENTS AND EXTENSIONS TO THE

DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM OF THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT
AND TO BORROW MONEY FOR THE CONSTRUCTION THEREOF.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission for the
2 purpose of improving its distribution facilities and furnishing
3 the town of Lexington and the city of Waltham, which are
4 members of the metropolitan water district, with an adequate
5 supply of water under pressure to meet their local require-
6 ments, in accordance with the provisions of chapter ninety-two
7 of the General Laws, is hereby authorized and directed to con-
-8 struct a water main extending from the vicinity of the inter-
-9 section of Park avenue and Route 2 in Arlington and Belmont,

10 westerly along Route 2 or in streets or private property ad-
-11 jacent thereto to the vicinity of Waltham street in Lexington
12 and to construct a water tank and such connecting water mains
13 and other appurtenances as may be necessary.
14 The commission may prepare plans for such improvements
15 but no part of the construction within the town of Lexington
16 shall be commenced until the town of Lexington and the city
17 of Waltham, or either of them, has entered into an agree-

-18 ment with the commission to reimburse the commission for a
19 portion of the cost of such construction, excepting the cost of
20 constructing the water tank and such connecting mains and
21 appurtenances as may be necessary therefor, in proportion to
22 the benefits to be derived therefrom by said town and city re-
-23 spectively as set forth in such agreement.

General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:
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1 Section 2. In carrying out the provisions of section one,
2 said commission may expend a sum not exceeding, in the ag-
-3 gregate, two million dollars.

1 Section 3. To meet the expenditures necessary in carrying
2 out the provisions of this act, the state treasurer shall, upon re-
-3 quest of the governor and council, issue and sell at public or
4 private sale bonds of the commonwealth, registered or with
5 interest coupons attached, as he may deem best, to' an amount
6 to be specified by the governor and council from time to time,
7 but not exceeding in the aggregate the sum of two million dol-
-8 lars. Bonds issued by the commonwealth as aforesaid shall be
9 designated on the face Metropolitan District Water Main Loan,

10 Act ,of ,1959 and shall be on the serial payment plan, and shall
11 be for such maximum terms of years not exceeding thirty
12 years from the date of issue as may be recommended by the
13 governor pursuant to section three of Article LXII of the
14 Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth, the
15 maturities thereof to be so arranged that the amounts payable
16 in the several years other than the final year shall be as nearly
17 equal as in the opinion of the state treasurer it is practicable
18 to make them. Said bonds shall bear interest payable semi-
-19 annually at such rate as the state treasurer, with the approval
20 of the governor, shall fix. Such bonds shall be payable not
21 earlier than July first, nineteen hundred and sixty, nor later
22 than June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and ninety. All interest
23 payments and payments on account of principal on such obli-
-24 gations shall be part of the debt and expense of the metropol-
-25 itan water district.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


