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This newsletter is published by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and will provide Massachusetts 
educators with information, advice, and support to teach the Massachusetts learning standards to students with significant disabilities, 

and to conduct the MCAS Alternate Assessment. 
 

Last-minute Reminders Before Submitting MCAS-Alt Portfolios 
 
DEADLINE: Please submit all portfolios if possible by April 2, but no later than 
April 8.  

Be aware of the following important reminders before submitting your portfolios. 

Most questions about MCAS-Alt can be answered by referring to the 2015 Educator’s Manual for 
MCAS-Alt and the training materials available at www.mcas-alt.org/materials. 

Scored portfolios will be returned to schools in September 2015. We encourage schools to keep a 
photocopy of each completed portfolio, since a copy may be needed to set a student’s 
instructional goals; and a copy will also be needed in the event an MCAS-Alt score appeal is 
warranted.  

Educators: 

• Teachers should use the language provided in the entry point/access skill in the Resource 
Guide/Forms and Graphs Online when identifying a measurable outcome. Teachers may make 
minor modifications to the language of the actual entry point only if it does not change its 
essential meaning. 

• An entry point/access skill that contains “AND” (e.g., “…addition and subtraction…”) allows you 
the option to remove one of the related skills or you may assess both skills. If you choose to 
assess both skills, each data point and all evidence must include both skills. 

• An entry point/access skill that contains “OR” (e.g., “…identify water or land…”) or “AND/OR” 
(e.g., “…identify acids and/or bases…”) allows you to assess one, the other, or both skills, or 
some of each. You may not change the wording of an entry point from “AND” to “AND/OR.”  

• Evidence and data in the ELA−Reading strand must include the title of the published text. Note: If 
text is teacher-created or taken from a website; provide a photocopy or printout of one page of the 
actual text. 

• Identify either Literature or Informational text for the ELA-Reading strand, but not both. 
• Brief descriptions must document the skill addressed by the student and describe each activity.  

 
Especially for Mathematics… 

• Entry points are allowed from a lower grade; however, in Mathematics, the cluster headings may 
differ. That is okay, as long as the entry point remains in the required domain (or high school 
conceptual category). 

• Collaborate with content specialists to verify that concepts and terminology being taught are 
aligned with grade-level curriculum (e.g., “expression” vs. “equation”). 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt/
http://www.mcas-alt.org/materials


• For high school mathematics, stay within the selected Mathematics conceptual category. Some, 
such as Algebra and Number and Quantity, begin and end at the high school level, while others 
spiral to earlier grades.  

• Refer to the Progression of Skills chart on page 7 of the Mathematics Resource Guide for 
guidance on those conceptual categories that include lower grade-level entry points. 

Administrators: 

• MCAS-Alt will continue to serve as the statewide alternate assessment for students with 
significant disabilities, even if PARCC is adopted in Massachusetts. 

• Once you have conducted your review of the portfolios from your school/program, please 
complete the PCPA online at www.mcasservicecenter.com by April 7 providing your assurance 
that the portfolios reflect the authentic work of the student. 

• The deadline for scheduling an UPS pick-up of the completed portfolios at your school is 3:00 
p.m. on April 7 at www.mcasservicecenter.com. Select “MCAS-Alt” from the menu. 

• Return all unused binders and Student Identification Booklets (SIB) to Measured Progress in your 
shipment. 

• Your school is responsible for submitting an MCAS-Alt portfolio for all students enrolled in the 
school on or before April 8 who have been designated for an alternate assessment in their IEP or 
504 plan. Results of recently-arrived students will be reported to your school, but will not count in 
the accountability determination. 

MCAS-Alt results will be available electronically on the Department’s Security Portal in mid-June. 
We encourage you to review the results and share a copy of each Portfolio Feedback Form (PFF) 
with the teacher who prepared the portfolio. 

Thank you for your attention to this important information.  
 

Was this email forwarded to you?  
Get on our mailing list. Click here to sign up for the MCAS-Alt News. 
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