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MEETING CALENDAR

Study Released on Washington Street 
Corridor in Newton
The Boston Region Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) 
has released a report on a 
transportation planning study 
that focused on a segment of 
Washington Street, between 
Chestnut and Church Streets, 
in Newton. The study’s rec-
ommendations offer a vision 
for the corridor’s long-term 
development that would 
provide safer access and mo-
bility for all users, including 
bicyclists and pedestrians.

The study team addressed 
safety concerns raised at a 
community meeting about 

high vehicle speeds on the 
four-lane roadway, which 
present a danger particularly 
to pedestrians and bicyclists. 
Currently, the roadway lacks 
safe pedestrian crossing areas 
and bicycle accommodations, 
and there have been a large 
number of crashes in the 
study area involving these 
users.

After conducting a series 
of safety and operational 
analyses, the study team 
determined that a portion of 
the roadway—from Chestnut 
Street to Court Street—would 

be suitable for a road diet 
treatment to slow traffic 
speeds and reduce risks to 
pedestrians and bicyclists. 
A proposed redesign of the 
roadway would involve 
removing one vehicle travel 
lane. In the reconfigured 
roadway, there would be 
two vehicle travel lanes 
and a center lane used as a 
dedicated turning lane or a 
traffic median, as well as a 
bicycle lane and a parking 
lane on either side. 

A portion of the roadway—
between Court Street and 
Church Street—is not suitable 
for a road diet treatment 
because of higher traffic 
volumes. For this portion of 
roadway, the study team  
recommended maintaining 
the four vehicle travel lanes, 
but creating dedicated  
bicycle lanes by removing 
some of the on-street  
parking. 

The proposed road diet and 
other recommendations for 
intersection reconstruction 
on the Washington Street 
corridor would cost an  
estimated $12 million to $15 
million, if implemented. 

Click here to read the study 
report on the MPO’s website.

For the most recent  
information about the  
following public meet-
ings, and others that may 
have been scheduled after 
TRANSREPORT was released, 
visit www.bostonmpo.org or 
call 857.702.3700 (voice) or 
617.570.9193 (TTY). A photo 
ID is required to access the 
State Transportation  
Building.

AT THE STATE TRANS- 
PORTATION BUILDING, 
10 PARK PLAZA,  
BOSTON 

April 2 (Thursday) 

Boston Region Metropolitan 
Planning Organization. 
Conference Rooms 2 and 3. 
10:00 AM

The Washington Street study proposes a road diet for 
a portion of the roadway (cross-section above) and a 
reconfiguration of another four-lane section of the 
roadway to incorporate bicycle lanes (below).

http://www.bostonmpo.org/Drupal/washington_st_priority
http://www.bostonmpo.org
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LRTP, continued on page 6

April 8 (Wednesday) 
 
Regional Transportation  
Advisory Council.  
Conference Room 4.  
3:00 PM

April 9 (Thursday) 

Boston Region Metropolitan 
Planning Organization. 
Conference Rooms 2 and 3. 
10:00 AM

April 15 (Wednesday) 

MassDOT Board of Directors. 
Suite 3830. 1:00 PM

April 16 (Thursday) 

Boston Region Metropolitan 
Planning Organization. 
Conference Rooms 2 and 3. 
10:00 AM

April 22 (Wednesday)

Access Advisory Committee 
to the MBTA Board of  
Directors. Conference 
Rooms 2 and 3. 10:00 AM  
to noon 

Access Advisory Committee 
to the MBTA. Conference 
Rooms 2 and 3. 1:00 PM to 
3:00 PM

April 27 (Monday) 

MBTA Rider Oversight  
Committee. Conference 
Rooms 1, 2, and 3. 5:00 PM 
to 7:00 PM

April 30 (Thursday) 

Boston Region Metropolitan 
Planning Organization. 
Conference Rooms 2 and 3. 
10:00 AM

The Boston Region MPO has 
released the results of a  
scenario-planning exercise 
that will help to inform  
decision making during the 
development of the MPO’s 
Long-Range Transportation 
Plan (LRTP), Charting Prog-
ress to 2040, and will guide 
the approach to selecting 
transportation projects to 
receive federal funding over 
the next two decades. 

The scenario-planning  
exercise assumed that the 
region will have approximately 
$2 billion in discretionary 
funds for transportation 
projects between now and 
2040. This figure was based 
on funding information in 
the current LRTP, Paths to a 
Sustainable Region, assum-
ing current dollars. (It does 
not necessarily reflect the 
amount of funding that will 
be available for Charting 
Progress to 2040.)

Charting Progress to 2040:  
Scenario-Planning Results Presented

Strategies for Reducing 
Congestion

The scenario-planning  
exercise compared two  
hypothetical options for  
funding transportation 
projects aimed at reducing 
congestion in the region’s 
transportation network. 

One approach—the High 
Capital Investment (High-
Cap) Congestion Management 
scenario—would direct funding 
to major infrastructure 
projects, such as those that 
would modernize or expand 
capacity on expressways or 
reconstruct highway  
interchanges. 

Another approach—the 
Operations and Management 
(O&M) scenario—would 
favor investing in lower-cost 
projects, such as “complete 
streets” improvements, inter-
section upgrades, bicycle and 

pedestrian accommodations, 
locally developed transit  
services that support first-
mile/last-mile connections, 
and increased parking  
capacity at transit stations.

For comparison purposes,  
two other scenarios were  
prepared: the No-Build  
scenario and the Current 
LRTP scenario. The No-Build 
scenario represents the exist-
ing conditions, while the Cur-
rent LRTP scenario represents 
a continuation of the invest-
ment approaches in Paths to 
a Sustainable Region.

For each scenario, $2 billion 
was allocated across various 
funding programs that reflect 
the types of projects that 
were prioritized in each 
scenario (see the program 
descriptions on page 3). 

Scenario-Planning Results

Following the development of 
strategies, the MPO’s regional 
travel demand model and 
sketch-planning techniques 
were used to test the  
performance of each 
scenario against various  
performance measures that 
are tied to the MPO’s goals 
and objectives. (Click here 
to view the goals and  
objectives on the MPO’s 
website.)

The results showed that the 
O&M scenario would be most 
effective for addressing the 
MPO’s goals and objectives. 
In particular, this scenario 
outperformed the others in 
terms of making high-crash 
locations safer and in terms 
of the number of miles of 

Participants at the Metropolitan Area Planning Council’s  
Winter Council meeting engaged in an interactive program 
that encouraged discussion about setting priorities for  
funding transportation projects through the Long-Range 
Transportation Plan. 

http://www.bostonmpo.org/Drupal/charting_2040
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May 7 (Thursday) 

Boston Region Metropolitan 
Planning Organization. 
Conference Rooms 2 and 3. 
10:00 AM

May 13 (Wednesday) 

MassDOT Board of Directors. 
Suite 3830. 1:00 PM

Regional Transportation  
Advisory Council.  
Conference Room 4.  
3:00 PM

May 18 (Monday) 

MBTA Rider Oversight  
Committee. Conference 
Rooms 1, 2, and 3. 5:00 PM 
to 7:00 PM

May 20 (Wednesday) 

Massachusetts Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Advisory Board. 
Suite 4150. 1:00 PM to  
3:00 PM

May 21 (Thursday) 

Boston Region Metropolitan 
Planning Organization. 
Conference Rooms 2 and 3. 
10:00 AM

May 27 (Wednesday)

Access Advisory Committee 
to the MBTA Board of  
Directors. Conference 
Rooms 2 and 3. 10:00 AM  
to noon 

Access Advisory Committee 
to the MBTA. Conference 
Rooms 2 and 3. 1:00 PM to 
3:00 PM

Intersection Improvements

The Intersection Improvements Program would modernize intersec-
tions to improve safety and mobility. Projects could update signal 
operations to reduce delay and improve transit reliability. They also 
could add safety features—such as turning lanes, shorter crossing 
distances for pedestrians, and striping and lighting for bicyclists— 
and pedestrian accessibility enhancements to sidewalks and curb cuts.

Complete Streets

The Complete Streets Program would modernize roadways to  
improve safety and mobility for all users. Projects could update  
signals to reduce traffic delay; provide better access to transit; or 
improve accommodation of pedestrians and bicyclists by adding 
continuous sidewalks and bike lanes, cycle tracks, and other bicycle 
facilities. 

Bicycle Network and Pedestrian Connections

The Bicycle Network and Pedestrian Connections Program would 
expand the bicycle and pedestrian network to improve safe access 
to transit, schools, employment centers, and shopping destinations. 
Projects could construct new off-road bicycle or multi-use paths, 
and sidewalks, and improve bicycle and pedestrian crossings.

Major Infrastructure

The Major Infrastructure Program would modernize and/or expand 
expressways and major arterials to reduce congestion and improve 
safety. Projects could involve reconstructing expressway interchanges, 
expanding expressway capacity by adding travel lanes, or adding or 
removing grade separations on major arterials.

Community Transportation and Parking

The Community Transportation and Parking Program would support 
locally developed transit services that provide first-mile/last-mile 
connections to existing transit services and other destinations by 
purchasing shuttle buses and/or funding operating costs. It also 
would fund new parking at transit stations that are at capacity.

Flex to Transit

The Flex to Transit Program would fund transit improvements, which 
could include expanding the transit system—for example, with new 
bus rapid transit routes or ferry service—or upgrading transit assets, 
such as vehicles and vessels.

Charting Progress to 2040: Program  
Descriptions for Scenario Planning
In the scenario planning exercise described on page 2, the MPO considered the following 
investment programs to assess strategies for reducing congestion. 
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AT OTHER LOCATIONS

April 6 (Monday) 

MassDOT Design Public 
Hearing: Shared-use Bridge 
Construction over CSX and 
MBTA Commuter Rail Tracks 
(West Central Street Bridge 
replacement) Project in 
Franklin. Franklin Municipal 
Building, Council Chambers 
(Second Floor), 355 East 
Central Street, Franklin. 
7:00 PM

April 15 (Wednesday) 

MassDOT and Boston Rede-
velopment Authority (BRA) 
Public Meeting: Central 
Artery Ramp Parcel Study. 
Boston City Hall, BRA Board 
Room (Ninth Floor), One 
City Hall Square, Boston. 
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM

Boston Region MPO Activities

Access Advisory Committee to the MBTA (AACT) Update

New Studies

In March, the Boston Region MPO gave its staff its approval to begin working on two new 
studies for the MBTA.

The Title VI Service Equity Analysis: Methodology Development study will focus on  
developing methods for improving the MBTA’s service equity analyses. The MBTA is  
required under federal law to conduct service equity analyses prior to implementing a 
major change in transit service. These analyses are used to determine if a service change 
would produce disparate impacts on minority populations or disproportionate burdens on 
low-income populations. 

The MBTA Service Delivery Policy Customer Input project will involve developing a Web-
based passenger survey to elicit input from MBTA customers regarding their service 
preferences and priorities. The survey results will inform the MBTA’s update to its Service 
Delivery Policy and service standards.

Scenario Planning for the Long-Range Transportation Plan

The MPO also discussed the results of the scenario-planning work completed by the MPO 
staff in March. That planning analysis, part of which was performed by using the MPO’s  
regional travel demand model, was undertaken to provide information that could be 
useful in the MPO’s development of goals and objectives for its Long-Range Transportation 
Plan. For a more detailed discussion of this work, please see the article on page 2.

MBTA Shares Guidelines for Assisting Disabled Customers  

At AACT’s monthly meeting in February, Laura Brelsford, MBTA Assistant General Manager 
of System-wide Accessibility, gave an overview of the MBTA’s plan for Assisting Customers 
with Disabilities Every Day and in Emergency Situations. The plan provides protocols for 
MBTA employees to use when assisting customers who have hearing, vision, speech, or 
mobility impairments, as well as customers with autism, cognitive or psychiatric disabili-
ties, or seizure disorders. 

Ms. Brelsford then invited AACT members to tour the MBTA’s Emergency Training Center 
in South Boston where MBTA staff receive training on evacuation and other emergency 
procedures. 

Upcoming Election for Board of Directors

AACT will hold its biennial election to select the board of directors for the 2015-17 term 
on Wednesday, May 27. Active members of AACT are eligible to run for office. Nominations 
are open until Wednesday, April 22.  



Notice of Civil Rights

The MPO complies with 
Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
of 1990, and other federal 
and state nondiscrimination 
statutes and regulations in 
all programs and activities. 
The MPO does not dis-
criminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, 
English proficiency, income, 
religious creed, ancestry, 
disability, age, gender, 
sexual orientation, gender 
identity or expression, or 
military service. Any person 
who believes herself/him-
self or any specific class 
of persons to have been 
subjected to discrimination 
prohibited by Title VI, the 
ADA, or other nondiscrimi-
nation statute or regulation 
may, herself/himself or 
via a representative, file 
a written complaint with 
the MPO. A complaint must 
be filed no later than 180 
calendar days after the 
date on which the person 
believes that the discrim-
ination occurred. A com-
plaint form and additional  
information can be  
obtained by contacting 
the MPO (see below) or at 
www.boston mpo.org. 

Meeting locations are 
accessible to people with 
disabilities and are near 
public transportation. 
Upon request (preferably 
two weeks in advance of 
a meeting), every effort 
will be made to provide 
accommodations such as 
assistive-listening devic-
es, materials in accessible 
formats and in languages 
other than English, and in-
terpreters of American Sign 
Language and other lan-
guages. Please contact the 
MPO staff at 857.702.3700 
(voice), 617.570.9193 
(TTY), 617.570.9192 (fax), 
or publicinformation@
ctps.org (email).
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Regional Transportation Advisory Council Update

Advisory Council Hosts Bus and Private Carriers Forum

The Advisory Council held a Bus and Private Carriers Forum at its March meeting. Guest 
panelists were Mark Sanborn, the Advisory Council representative for MassBus; Kyle Emge, 
Capital Programs and Operations Manager for the MassDOT Rail and Transit Division; and 
Ammie Rogers, Park-and-Ride Program Manager at the MassDOT Office of Transportation 
Planning.

Ms. Rogers began by providing an overview of MassDOT’s Park and Ride Program, which 
manages 1,200 parking spaces in 57 lots through a variety of ownership and maintenance 
agreements. These lots provide parking for commuters who carpool or vanpool, and many 
provide commuter bus service.

Mr. Emge then addressed the statewide initiatives for bus transit service. He began by 
introducing the New England Regional Transportation Map and associated individual state 
maps, which depict the bus, rail, and ferry routes in New England. (Please see the article 
on page 6.) 

Then he turned to MassDOT’s BusPlus Program, 
a public-private partnership in which MassDOT 
provides new commuter buses to private bus 
operators to fill gaps in the bus network and bring 
transit service to previously underserved locations 
and populations. Thirty-six new buses have been 
purchased through the program and have been 
leased to seven private bus operators; this has 
increased service by 18 additional round-trips per 
day with no operating costs to MassDOT. MassDOT 
is now selecting operators for three new intercity 
service routes and one new commuter route; with 
state subsidies, these services will offer  
affordable tickets.

Also under the BusPlus program, MassDOT will 
oversee a study that follows on the recent 
Regional Bus Study, conducted by the Central 
Transportation Planning Staff (the staff to the Boston Region MPO), which identified gaps 
in service. The new study, the Regional Bus Network Build-Out, is expected to produce 
recommendations for potential service changes or new services, and to guide future  
investment decisions.

Moderator Mark Sanborn discussed the goals of MassBus, an organization that advocates 
for bus operators and private carriers, and he acknowledged the importance of the role 
that private bus operators have in supporting public-policy goals.

MassBus has been working closely with the Merrimack Valley Planning Commission on 
studies about how to better implement strategies to improve bus transit on expressways, 
such as HOV lanes and bus-on-shoulder operations. Mr. Sanborn noted that in some other 
states, bus-on-shoulder operations have proven to be an effective strategy that gives  
buses their own right-of-way during periods when there is a high level of traffic  
congestion.

MassBus is also advocating for improvements to South Station to upgrade the bus terminal 
and better connect it to the train station. The organization is looking forward to having 
conversations about parity for private bus operators in public policy and funding.

mailto:publicinformation%40ctps.org?subject=
mailto:publicinformation%40ctps.org?subject=
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From Boston to Vermont’s 
Lake Champlain or Caribou, 
Maine?… you CAN get there 
from here and have someone 
else do the driving... In fact, 
it has never been easier to 
find your way around New 
England by bus, rail, and 
ferry.  

Just pick up a new, easy-to-
use foldout map at a tourist 
center before you plan your 
next trip. Contact informa-
tion for bus, rail, and ferry 
service providers is included 
on the map for your conve-
nience when making  
reservations.

MassDOT, in coordination 
with other northeast state 
DOTs, has released this map, 

New England Regional Transportation  
Map in Tourist Centers Now

which is the first to depict 
the routes and stops for all 
motor coach bus companies 
operating in New England to-
gether with privately owned 
rail and ferry services. 

The map was prepared by 
the Central Transportation 
Planning Staff, the staff 
to the Boston Region 
MPO.

The map is avail-
able in accessible 
formats by con-
tacting the MPO 
staff. Find our 
contact in-
formation in 
the column 
to the right. 

substandard pavement it 
would improve. The O&M 
approach also would  
provide greater opportunities 
to distribute funding more 
evenly throughout the region 
than the High-Cap approach, 
which would concentrate 
funding in fewer locations. 
Neither scenario, however, 
would result in a significant 
shift in the mode of  
transportation from  
automobiles to transit.

As the LRTP planning process 
continues this spring, the 
MPO will consider the per-
centage of funding that will 
be allocated to each MPO 
program area and whether to 
shift highway funds to transit 
projects.

LRTP, continued from page 2

At the Metropolitan Area Planning Council’s Winter Council 
meeting in February, participants discussed how they would 
allocate funding across the various LRTP program areas 
shown on page 3.  


