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Application Period Now Open for 3 Farm Viability Grant Programs 
 
The Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) is accepting applications from farmers 
who wish to participate in these Department programs in Fiscal Year 2016.  Interested farm operators 
are encouraged to review these options on the web pages of the Department found at 
www.mass.gov/agr/  (Click on Grants and Funding Programs under Quick Links in right hand column) or 
call contacts listed below for each program for more information. 
 
Farm Viability Enhancement Program 
This popular business planning and technical assistance program provides management advice and 
grants from $25,000 up to $100,000 to implement farm growth and sustainability strategies.  Farm 
operators receive grant awards for signing a 5 or 10 year Agricultural Covenant, and receive valuable 
consultations and visits from a team of consultants to discuss farm production and management, 
marketing, and business planning. Typical uses of funds from the Farm Viability Program include building 
or repairing farm structures, modernizing field equipment, purchasing delivery vehicles and tractors, and 
improving retail marketing structures or food processing capacity.  
   
Applications and program information are available by clicking on this link AGR- FVEP-16-23, online at 
the Agricultural Resources web site listed above, or you can request a copy of the application by calling 
the Farm Viability Program at 617-626-1725.  The deadline for submitting applications is Tuesday, June 
23, 2015.   
 
 
APR Improvement Program (AIP) – for APR farms 
The APR Improvement Program (AIP) helps sustain active commercial farming on land that has already 
been protected through the Agricultural Preservation Restriction (APR) Program.  AIP provides technical 
assistance and business analysis to improve farm productivity and profitability of APR farms selected to 
participate in the program. Grants from $25,000 up to $100,000 may be available on a reimbursement 
basis to implement identified on-farm infrastructure improvements.  AIP funds are used primarily for 
capital improvements, such as constructing or repairing barns, farm stands, livestock housing, or 
processing facilities; or land management, such as reseeding hay fields, pasture improvements, fencing, 
or establishing perennial crops.  
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AIP applications and program information are available by clicking on this link AGR-AIP16-7, online at 
the Agricultural Resources web site listed above, or by calling the APR Improvement Program at 413-
268-8269.  The deadline for submitting applications is Tuesday, June 23, 2015.   
 
Matching Enterprise Grants for Agriculture Program (MEGA) - Grant Program For Beginning Farmers in 
MA 
 
The Matching Enterprise Grants for Agriculture Program (MEGA) seeks to help farmers who have been 
in business for at least one, but no more than five years, acquire equipment and other non-land assets, 
or make infrastructure improvements, that can help insure the financial viability of their commercial 
farm businesses. Priority will be given to new farms that can use program investment to increase farm 
production, marketing, and income.  Matching funds of up to $10,000 is available on a cost 
reimbursement basis to implement improvement strategies after individual business review and analysis 
provided by the Department.  
 
MEGA applications and program information are available by clicking on this link AGR- MEGA-6, online 
at the Agricultural Resources web site listed above, or you can request a copy of the application by 
calling the MEGA Program at 413-559-0949.  The deadline for submitting applications is Tuesday, June 
23, 2015.   
 

 
Massachusetts FSA Reminds Farmers to Certify Conservation Compliance by June 1 Deadline 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) reminds farmers to file a Highly Erodible Land Conservation 
and Wetland Conservation Certification form (AD-1026) with their local USDA Service Center by June 1, 
2015. The 2014 Farm Bill requires producers to have the form on file in order to remain eligible, or to 
become eligible for crop insurance premium support.  
Many farmers already have a certification form on file since it’s required for participation in most USDA 
programs including marketing assistance loans, farm storage facility loans and disaster assistance. 
However, farmers who only participate in the federal crop insurance program must now file a 
certification form to receive crop insurance premium support. These producers might include specialty 
crop farmers who may not participate in other USDA programs. 
 
USDA has conducted extensive outreach over the past year, especially to producers who only participate 
in the federal crop insurance program and may be subject to conservation compliance for the first time. 
Along with the outreach done by crop insurance agents and companies, USDA efforts have included 
letters, postcards, phone calls, producer meetings and interaction with stakeholder groups to help them 
reach their members. While there are procedures in place to correct good faith errors and omissions on 
certification forms, the deadline cannot be waived or extended and a form must be filed by June 1. 
 
The Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification form AD-1026 is 
available at local USDA Service Centers or online at www.fsa.usda.gov/AD1026form. When a farmer 
completes this form, USDA’s Farm Service Agency and Natural Resources Conservation Service staff will 
identify any additional actions that may be required for compliance with highly erodible land and 
wetland provisions. USDA’s Risk Management Agency, through the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation, 
manages the federal crop insurance program.  
 

 

http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/agr/programs/aip/rfr-agr-aip-16-7.doc
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/agr/about/divisions/mega.html
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/agr/programs/mega/rfr-agr-mega-5.doc
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/AD1026form


USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit Specialty Crop and Diversified Producers  
Free basic coverage and discounted premiums available for new and underserved loan applicants  
 
May 28, 2015 – U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) State Executive 
Director Jon Niedzielski, today announced that producers who apply for FSA farm loans also will be 
offered the opportunity to enroll in new disaster loss protections created by the 2014 Farm Bill. The new 
coverage, available from the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), is available to FSA 
loan applicants who grow non-insurable crops, so this is especially important to fruit and vegetable 
producers and other specialty crop growers.  
“FSA is opening its doors wider so that more specialty farmers know of our array of services,” said 
Niedzielski. “And new, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans 
could qualify for basic loss coverage at no cost, or higher coverage for a discounted premium.”  
 
The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that exceed 50 
percent of production. Covered crops include “specialty” crops, for instance, vegetables, fruits, 
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay, 
forage, grazing and energy crops. FSA allows beginning, underserved or limited income producers to 
obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days after the normal application closing date when they also apply for 
FSA credit.  
 
In addition to free basic coverage, beginning, underserved or limited income producers are eligible for a 
50 percent discount on premiums for the higher levels of coverage that protect up to 65 percent of 
expected production at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers also may work with FSA to 
protect value-added production, such as organic or direct market crops, at their fair market value in 
those markets. Targeted underserved groups eligible for free or discounted coverage are American 
Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians or other Pacific 
Islanders, Hispanics, and women.  
 
FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and microloans 
that have a streamlined application process. Growers need not apply for an FSA loan, nor be a 
beginning, limited resource, or underserved farmer, to be eligible for Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program assistance. To learn more, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA office at https://offices.usda.gov.  
 
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program was made possible through the 2014 Farm Bill, which 
builds on historic economic gains in rural America over the past six years, while achieving meaningful 
reform and billions of dollars in savings for the taxpayer. Since enactment, USDA has made significant 
progress to implement each provision of this critical legislation, including providing disaster relief to 
farmers and ranchers; strengthening risk management tools; expanding access to rural credit; funding 
critical research; establishing innovative public-private conservation partnerships; developing new 
markets for rural-made products; and investing in infrastructure, housing and community facilities to 
help improve quality of life in rural America. For more information, visit http://www.usda.gov/farmbill.   
 

 
The Annual MA Agriculture Calendar Photo Contest - deadline is Monday, June 1!  
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We are looking for farmers and amateur photographers to submit photos for the 2016 “Celebrating the 
Seasons of Massachusetts Agriculture” calendar. Help us and MA Agriculture in the Classroom create an 
attractive, colorful and educational calendar that is a daily reminder of our rich and diverse agricultural 
crops and “ag-tivities.”  Each month will feature one full-size photograph portraying a local farm or farm 
product in season. See last year’s winning photos here. Contact Rick LeBlanc, 
Richard.LeBlanc@state.ma.us, or 617-626-1759 for more information. *Submit your entries online or in 
print. Details and flyer here. 
 

 
 
*For our ongoing list of events and workshops, visit and bookmark: 
www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/agr/events/. 
 

 
  

   
  
MDAR’s mission is to ensure the long-term viability of agriculture in Massachusetts. Through its four 
divisions – Agricultural Conservation & Technical Assistance, Agricultural Markets, Animal Health, and 
Crop and Pest Services – MDAR strives to support, regulate and enhance the rich diversity of the 
Commonwealth’s agricultural community to promote economically and environmentally sound food 
safety and animal health measures, and fulfill agriculture’s role in energy conservation and production. 
For more information, visit MDAR’s website at mass.gov/agr, and/or follow at 
twitter.com/MDARCommish. 
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