
 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Planning Study: 
In 2011, MassDOT launched a planning study known as “Grounding 
McGrath” to determine the future of this section of the Route 28 
corridor and the McCarthy Overpass which was determined to be structurally 
deficient and nearing the end of its useful life span.  The report 
recommended that short-term improvements be made to the overpass to 
keep the structure open to traffic and a long-term solution to replace the 
existing viaduct with a new multimodal boulevard which would continue 
to serve commuter traffic and provide an east to west connection between 
Union Square, Inner Belt and Brickbottom. 

Current Phasing: 
It is anticipated that the current phase will run for approximately 12-18 
months and will undertake the environmental permitting and preliminary 
design work associated with the at-grade replacement for the McCarthy 
Overpass recommended in the “Grounding McGrath” study.  For ease of 
reference, readers can think of the previous phase of work (2011-2013) as 
determining what should be built to replace the current structure while 
the 12-18 months will address the specifics of that replacement and how it 
should be built.  The current phase of work is focused on whether the at-
grade replacement boulevard should be built with a 6-lane cross-section 
or whether a 4-lane cross-section is feasible.  This phase will conclude 
with a 25% design for an at-grade replacement for the current McCarthy 
Overpass. 

Concept Design 

Boulevard Alternatives: 
A strong desire has been voiced by the City of Somerville, its residents, 
and the “Grounding McGrath” working group to replace the McCarthy 
Overpass with a new, multimodal, at-grade boulevard which would re
connect Union Square to the Inner Belt and Brickbottom neighborhoods 
while continuing to play an important role in providing access to Somer
ville and Cambridge. 

Working Group: 
MassDOT has assembled a working group consisting of residents, local 
business owners, elected officials, state agencies, local advocacy groups, 
municipal officials, and planning organziations. The role of the working 
group is to help provide insight to MassDOT based on their constituent 
groups and report their findings and project progress.  It is anticipated 
that the working group will meet 4 times throughout the fall and winter 
months of 2014 with the first working group meeting taking place some
time in November, 2014. 

Project Team: 
MassDOT 

• Michael Trepanier – Project Manager 
• Donny Dailey – Public Outreach and Information 

Consultant Team 
• McMahon Associates – Traffic Analysis 
• Howard/Stein-Hudson – Public Outreach and Information 

MassDOT Partners 
• Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) 
• City of Somerville 
• City of Boston 
• City of Cambridge 




