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Feb. 1841.1 SENATE—No. 17.

TENTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

BOSTON AND LOWELL
RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.

To the Honorable, the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachu-

setts :

The Directors of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, do

hereby make their Tenth Annual Report of their acts and doings,

receipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation.

The total amount of capital paid in, is . . $1,600,000 00

The amount expended during the past year, exclusive

of amount spent and charged to the cost of the

Road, is

For repairs on Road, including repairs on bridges

($6,341 51) and some improvements in drainage, $21,013 51

For repairs on engines and cars, . . . 14,454 72

For fuel, oil, salaries, wages, and all other miscellane-

ous expenses, . 55,931 94

§91,400 17

The amount received during the past year, is

For transporting passengers between Boston and

Lowell, in our own cars, . $85,927 85

merchandize, " " " . 80,328 10
" *' United States Mail, rents and mis-

cellaneous, . . . 1,953 33

Passengers for the Nashua and

Lowell Rail-road Corporation

over our Road, . 24,347 00
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For transporting merchandize for the Nashua and

Lowell Rail-road Corporation over our Road, . $17,927 95

For transporting passengers for the Boston and

Portland Rail-road Corporation

over our Road, . . . 16,732 74

merchandize for do. do. . 4,358 30

$231,575 27

The amount divided during the past year is $132,000, being two

dividends of four per cent, each, on a capital of $1,650,000, which

was the amount of capital paid in at the time the dividends were

declared.

Since the last annual report, four miles more of the second track

have been finished and put in use.

The amount expended for this purpose, for additional

depots, engines, and cars, and towards the comple-

tion of the remaining portion of the second track

has been, ...... $120,766 38

Whole amount expended on the cost of the Road and

appurtenances, at the time of the last annual report, 1,608,476 21

Whole cost of Road to November 30th, 1840, 1,729,242 59

Balance of capital unexpended, . . . 70,757 41

$1,800,000 00

The second track is now in use for a length of about 21 miles.

About 5 miles more are required to complete this track for the whole

distance between Boston and Lowell. On this portion, operations

have been commenced, and the whole will probably be finished in the

course of the coming summer.

All which is respectfully submitted,

P. T. JACKSON,
WM. APPLETON,
GEO. W. LYMAN,
JOSEPH TILDEN,
JOHN BRYANT,

Directors.

N. B.—«The Annual Report for the year 1837, which should have been numbered the

seventh, was called the sixth. The error is corrected in the title of the present Report.
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January 6th, 1841.

Suffolk, ss.

Then Patrick T. Jackson, George W. Lyman, William Appleton,

Joseph Tilden, and John Bryant, severally appeared and made oath

that the foregoing statement was true according to the best of their

knowledge and belief.

Before me,

BENJAMIN R. NICHOLS,

Justice of the Peace.
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SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT

BOSTON AND PORTLAND

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.

To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

:

The Directors of the Boston and Portland Rail-road Corporation

do hereby make their Sixth Annual Report of their acts and doings,

receipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation.

During the past year, they have completed their depot buildings,

built a stone bridge over the Little River, in Haverhill, made addi-

tional security to protect the bridge crossing the Merrimack river from

ice, and put down side tracks where necessary.

The total amount of capital stock paid in, is . . $367,401 76

Massachusetts State Scrip, . , . 150,000 00

$517,401 76

The amount of income received the past year was

:

From passengers, ..... 71,793 42

" merchandize, ..... 18,848 40

" transportation of mails, and rents, . . 2,826 33

$93,468 15

The amount of expenditures the past year, in the

use of the Road, was as follows

:

For repairs of Road, . . . $6,290 65

" " of engines and cars, . . . 5,815 47
11 fuel, oil, salaries, and all other miscellaneous

expenses, ...... 19,575 31
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For tolls to Boston and Lowell Rail-road,

11 rent of Boston and Maine Rail-road,

Paid interest on State scrip,

A six months' dividend was paid last April of two

dollars per share, amounting to

A three months dividend in July, of one and a half

dollars per share, amounting to

A dividend of three dollars per share has been de-

clared payable on the 20th January inst.

Since the last annual report, there has been ex-

pended toward the completion of the Road,

Depot buildings and appurtenances, the sum of . 48,656 31

The whole amount of the cost of the Road at the

time of the last annual report, was . . 474,434 91

21,091 04

9,750 00

$62,522 47

7,500 00

8,462 00

6,354 00

$14,816 00

Total cost of Road January 1st, 1841, . . $523,091 22

This corporation commenced the use of the Boston and Maine Rail-

road, which connects with this Road at the line of the State of New
Hampshire, on the first day of January, 1840, under a contract made

with that corporation, a copy of which was submitted to the Legisla-

ture, in their fourth annual report. It was conditioned in this con-

tract, that " if the said Road shall be constructed to any town beyond

Exeter, the contract is to be void." That corporation having deter-

mined to extend the Road beyond Exeter, this corporation have en-

tered into a new contract with the Boston and Maine Rail-road Cor-

poration, for its use, when completed to Dover, in New Hampshire.

A copy of the contract is appended to this Report,

All which is respectfully submitted,

THOS. WEST,
AMOS ABBOTT,
SAMUEL A WALKER.
EN. SILSBY,

DANIEL HAMMOND.
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January 22, 1841.

Suffolk, ss.

Personally appeared the abovenamed Directors, Thomas West, Amos
Abbott, Samuel A. Walker, Enoch Silsby, and Daniel Hammond, and

made oath that the above report was true according to the best of their

knowledge and belief. Before me,

EDW. PICKERING, Justice of the Peace.

Whereas, at a meeting of the Stockholders of the Boston and Port-

land Rail-road Corporation, holden at Andover, on the fourth day of

May last, it was voted unanimously, that the Directors of the Boston

aud Portland Rail-road Corporation be authorized to contract with the

Boston and Maine Rail-road, to transport all their passengers and

freight over said Boston and Maine Rail-road from the line of the

State to Dover :

Provided the same can be done by paying the Boston and Maine

Rail-road, a sum not exceeding seven per cent, interest per annum on

a sum not exceeding five hundred thousand dollars, and also to keep

said road in repair.

And whereas, at a meeting of the Stockholders of the Boston and

Maine Rail-road, held at the Swamscot House, in Exeter, on the

twenty-ninth day of July last, it was voted that the Directors of the

Boston and Maine Rail-road be authorized to contract with the Boston

and Portland Rail-road Corporation for the transportation of all their

passengers and freight over the Boston and Maine Rail-road for a term

not exceeding ten years, from the time of its completion to Dover, for

not less than seven per cent, per annum, payable semi-annually, on five

hundred thousand dollars, or the cost of the road, should it not amount

to that sum ; the Boston and Portland Rail-road Corporation keeping

said road in repair :

Now, therefore, this agreement made and entered into by the Direc-

tors of the Boston and Portland Rail-road Corporation, of the one

part, and the Directors of the Boston and Maine Rail-road, of the

other part, Witnesseth,

That when the Boston and Maine Rail-road shall be fully completed

in all respects, and ready to be opened for use, with convenient depots,
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side-tracks, turn-tables, and necessary accommodations from the depot

on Front street, in Exeter, to such convenient place in the town of

Dover, as is best calculated to accommodate the business and travel of

said town and vicinity :

In consideration of the sum hereinafter mentioned, the Boston and

Portland Rail-road Corporation shall take and hold full possession

thereof for and during the term of ten years from the time of taking

possession thereof; that the Boston and Portland Rail-road Corpora-

tion shall pay for the use of said Boston and Maine Rail-road, seven

per cent, interest per annum, payable semi-annually, on the cost of the

same, from the line of the States of Massachusetts and New Hampshire

to Dover, as aforesaid, keeping said Rail-road in repair :

Provided the entire cost of said road and its accommodations from

the line of the States to Dover, shall not exceed five hundred thousand

dollars, or seven per cent, on the actual cost, in case it shall be less

than five hundred thousand dollars : it is understood and agreed that

the said Boston and Maine Rail-road between Exeter and Dover shall

be constructed in the same manner and style, and be laid with the

same kind of iron rail, as the part now finished between the line of the

States and Exeter.

It is further agreed by the parties aforesaid, that in case of failure

in any part of the construction of the Boston and Maine Rail-Road,

by reason of defect in the original construction of the road, the same

is to be repaired at the expense of that corporation.

Dated at Boston, this first day of August, A. D. 1840.

HOBART CLARK,

Pres. of B. and M. Rail-road.

By order of Directors,

THOS. WEST,
D. HAMMOND,

Committee of the Directors of the B. and P. R. R. Corp.

Witness,

Geo. W. Gordon,

Chas. Conner.
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NINTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

BOSTON AND PROVIDENCE

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION

To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

:

The Directors of the Boston and Providence Rail-road Corporation

do hereby make their Ninth Annual Report of their acts and doings,

receipts and expenditures, as required by law.

On the twenty-third day of March, the fare of passengers between

Boston and Providence was reduced to one dollar and fifty cents, and

pro rata for the intermediate distances ; and on the 17lh of April, the

freight of a ton of merchandize between Boston and Providence, was

reduced from five dollars to three dollars a ton, and in proportion for

way stations. This reduction, the opening of the Norwich and

Worcester Rail-road, and other peculiar circumstances, caused a dimi-

nution of the income during the first six months of the year, and ren-

dered it necessary to encroach upon the reserved fund in making the

July dividend. The increase of business, however, during the last six

months, has enabled the Directors to declare a dividend to be made

exclusively from the profits that have accrued during that time, and

convinced them that such an encroachment will not again be neces-

sary.

The whole amount of the Capital of the Corporation

paid in, is. ..... $1,782,00000

The whole amount of their expenditures the past

year is as follows :

Repairs of Road, ..... 13,280 89

Repairs of cars and engines, . . . 16,755 36
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Fuel, oil, salaries, wages, and other miscellaneous ex-

penses, ...... $78,413 27

Amount paid Rhode Island Company for lease of

their road, bridge and depot, . . . 5,659 58

Amount paid for use of Ferry between India Point

and Stonington Rail-road, . . . 5,000 00

For construction of road, including expenses

for purchase of land, second track, &c. $12,018 45

Amount paid for use of ferry and wharves,

between India Point and Stonington Rail-

road, in the years 1838 and 1839, . 12,000 00

24,018 45

$143,127 55

The amount received during the past year, is for

Transportation of passengers, . . . $134,651 15

" of merchandize, . . . 63,441 52

of mail, .... 3,000 00

Rents, ...... 1,508 39

$202,601 06

The amount divided during the past year, is . $124,740 00

The first dividend being declared in January, and the second in

July, the first being four and the last three per cent, on the amount

of capital stock paid in.

JOSIAH QUINCY, Jr.

IGNATIUS SARGENT,
JOSEPH GRINNELL,
HENRY CABOT,

Directors.

Boston, January 26, 1841.

January 7ft, 1841.

Suffolk, ss.

Then personally appeared the above mentioned J. Quincy, Jr., I.

Sargent, J. Grinnell and H. Cabot, and made oath, that this report is

true according to the best of their knowledge and belief.

Before me,

EDW. PICKERING, Justice of the Peace.
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NINTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

BOSTON AND WORCESTER

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Com-

monwealth of Massachusetts :

The Directors of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road Corporation,

respectfully submit the Ninth Annual Report of their proceedings,

and of their receipts and expenditures.

Within the past year, the Directors have made more convenient

arrangements at Worcester, by the erection of a new depot building,

and a new engine house, in connexion with the Norwich and Worces-

ter Rail-road Company, and by the laying of additional tracks for the

union of the line of travel upon the Rail-road, with that of the Norwich

and Worcester and the Western Rail-roads.

They have made purchases of land adjoining both the passenger and

freight depots in Boston, for the purpose of providing the necessary

accommodations for the increased business, and have adapted plans

which are partially executed, for the erection of further buildings for

the accommodation of passengers and merchandize, and also of pas-

senger and freight cars. This enlargement of the depot accommoda-

tions has been deemed necessary, for adapting them to the increased

business which is already realized in part from the extension of the

line of Rail-road, by means of its union with the Western and Norwich

Rail-roads, and to a still greater increase which it is reasonable to

anticipate on the completion of the Western Rail-road. The pur-

chases of land in Boston, and the erection of buildings, which have

thus become indispensable, have called for a considerable increase in

the investment of capital, as will be seen in the statement of expendi-

tures charged to the account of construction.
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The portion of the second track of the Rail-road, of seven miles

in length, extending from Natick to Hopkinton, mentioned in the last

annual report, was completed early in the season, and has since been

in constant use. The Directors have resolved to make an addition

of twelve miles in length to the second track, in the course of the

ensuing summer. Arrangements have been already made for pro-

ceeding in this work early in the season.

The work of improving the track in the deep cuts, by deepening

the drains, removing the wet and clayey earth, and substituting gravel,

and in some cases widening the cuts, was continued during the past

summer. There are some further portions of the road on which it is

proposed to make this improvement, as the most effectual method of

guarding the track against the injurious effects of frosts, and diminish-

ing the expense of repairs.

In addition to the two daily passenger trains in winter, and three

daily in summer, which have been heretofore run on this road, a more

rapid train has been established since the opening of the Norwich and

Worcester road, in connexion with a train on that road, and a line of

Steam-boats between Norwich and New York.

This train, which runs six times a week each way, with the excep-

tion of two or three of the winter months, makes but one stop between

Boston and Worcester, and traverses the forty-five miles in two hours,

the residue of the line to Norwich being travelled in two and a half

hours. Two of the daily trains in summer, and one in winter, are so

connected with corresponding trains on the Western and Norwich

Roads, as to form uninterrupted lines of travel from Boston to Spring-

field and to Norwich.

There was no interruption of the regular trains on the road during

the year, by snow storms or any other cause, with the exception of

three days of January of last year, when the road was so much ob-

structed by snow and ice, that the trips due on those days were delayed,

and part of them were entirely defeated.

In consequence of improvements which have been made in the snow

ploughs now in use on the road, and in the manner of applying them,

the obstructions occasioned by snow storms are much more expedi.

tiously removed, than was practicable during the first years of the

operations of the road.

For the purpose of meeting the additional charges of construction,

occasioned by the enlargement of the depots, the improvement of the

track, and the progress which has been made and is now contemplated

in the second track, the stockholders, on the 16th day of November
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last, voted to increase the capital stock of the corporation to $2,000,000

by the creation of 2,000 additional shares, in the manner authorized

by the charter ; the greater part of this stock has been taken at par by

the stockholders in the proportions in which they were entitled to it,

and the residue can be disposed of at an advance.

The amount expended the past year, and charged to

the account of construction, was . . . $146,895 91

Previously charged to the same account, . . 1,848,085 82

Total, $1,994,981 73

Deduct :
" reserved fund" for decay of sleepers, and

wear of road engines and cars, &c, beyond repairs, 60,000

Present valuation of road—depots, buildings, engines,

and other property, .... $1,934,981 73

Amount of income received the past year :

From passengers, . . $170,855 45

" freight, mail, &c, . 92,819 24

" rents, storage, &c, . 3,872 72
267,547 41

Expenditures during the year, exclusive of the

amount charged to the account of construction

For repairs of engines and cars, $16,667 55

" repairs of road, . . 40,730 82

" all other expenses, . . 83,043 58
140,441 95

Semi-annual dividends of profits declared

:

July 1, 1840, 3 per cent. .... 54,000

January 1, 1841, 3 per cent..... 54,000

Total, ..... $108,000 00

Which is respectfully submitted, by the Directors,

NATHAN HALE,
DAVID HENSHAW,
DANIEL DENNY,
ELIPHALET WILLIAMS,
NATHANIEL HAMMOND,
GEORGE MOREY,
ADDISON GILMORE,
MOSES WILLIAMS.
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Boston, January 30, A. D. 1841.

Suffolk, ss.

Then personally appeared Nathan Hale, David Henshaw, Daniel

Denny, Eliphalet Williams, Nathaniel Hammond, George Morey,

Addison Gilmore, Moses Williams, and generally made oath, that the

foregoing Report by them severally subscribed is true, according to

their knowledge and belief.

Before me,

WM. R. P. WASHBURN,

Justice of the Peace.



18 CHARLESTOWN BRANCH RAIL-ROAD. [Feb.

FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT

CHARLESTOWN BRANCH

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.

To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachu-

setts.

The Directors of the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company do

hereby respectfully make their Fifth Annual Report of their acts and

doings, receipts and expenditures, under their Act of Incorporation.

Since the last Report, the road has been extended from Gray's Wharf,

easterly to Suett's Wharf, the distance of four hundred and sixty-five

feet, to the point authorized by the Act of Incorporation :—the Com-

pany has caused a survey to be made, for the purpose of petitioning the

Legislature at its present session, for leave to extend their road to the

Boston and Worcester Rail-road.

By a statement of the Treasurer made up to the loth inst., it ap-

pears, that the receipts of the Company the past year have been,

For transportation of merchandize, . . . $1,636 26

" miscellaneous receipts, .... 1,409 09

Total, . . $3,545 &5

And the expenditures have been to same date,

For construction of road, .... $1,593 86

M miscellaneous expenses, .... 2,552 95

w repairs of road, 29 43

Total, . . 64,176 24
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In compliance with " An Act concerning Rail-road Corporations,"

passed April 19th, 1837, the Directors further report,

The total amount of capital paid in, is . . $100,200 00

The amount expended as follows, viz :

For construction of road, 62,098 87

" land and land damages, .... 23,356 57

" miscellaneous expenses, .... 7,925 66

Total cost of road, $93,381 10

The whole length of the road, as now completed from the junction

with the Boston and Lowell road to Swett's Wharf, is seven thousand

three hundred and sixty-five feet.

All which is respectfully submitted.

JAMES DANA,
THOMAS C. SMITH,
ABIJAH GOODRIDGE,
EBEN. BARKER,
JACOB HITTINGER,

Charlestown January 18fA, 1841.

Middlesex, ss.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Charlcstoivn, January 18th, 1841.

Personally appeared the aforegoing named James Dana, Thomas C.

Smith, Abijah Goodridge, Ebenezer Barker and Jacob Hittinger, being

Directors in the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Corporation, and sev-

erally made oath that the foregoing report by them respectfully sub-

scribed, is true according to their best knowledge and belief.

Before me,
WM. WYMAN, Justice of the Peace.
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FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT

EASTERN RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Com-

monwealth of Massachusetts

:

The Directors of the Eastern Rail-road Company, respectfully make
their Fifth Annual Report.

At the time of our last annual report, the Rail-road had been con-

structed and opened for use from Boston to Ipswich,—a distance of

about twenty-five miles. Since that time, the grading of the Road

bed has been continued, and the superstructure laid over the remain-

ing part of the line to the boundary of the State of New Hampshire,

between the towns of Salisbury in Massachusetts and Seabrook in

New Hampshire. In passing through the town of Newburyport, the

road passes High street,—an important avenue—and several other

streets, by a tunnel, so much beneath the surface of those streets, as

to require no alteration in their grades, and by a viaduct over Merri-

mack street on the bank of the river, causing no interruption to the

accustomed use of these streets.

The depot or station house, is located upon Washington street,

about midway between the tunnel and the viaduct, where the Road

bed is nearly on a level with the street which is crossed on its surface

—

thus forming a convenient stopping place, central, and easily accessi-

ble to the important business of that town and vicinity. The bridge

across the Merrimack has been completed in accordance with the plan

described in our last report to the Legislature.

It consists of a structure of truss or frame-work of wood, resting

upon the piers of the former Newburyport bridge, of about one thou-

sand feet in length, which frame supports two floors, one at the top

for the passage of the Rail-road, and the other near the bottom of the

frame, which will conveniently accommodate the common carriage and

foot travel passing the river at that place.
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The Rail-road is carried on to this bridge from the embankments on

each side of the river over a structure of wooden piers, resting upon

masonry on the low banks of the river,—this part of the structure

being, in the whole, of more than one thousand feet in length. The
main bridge is protected from the weather by a covering of tin upon

the upper floor, and is found upon trial to be remarkably firm and well

adapted for the purpose intended ; convenient draws for the passage

of vessels are provided in each of the floorings of the bridge, which

are so constructed, as to he opened with great facility and expedition.

That part of the Road between Ipswich and Newburyport, was opened

for travel to a point a little south of High street, in the latter place, on

the nineteenth of June last. It was continued to the present depot, in

Newburyport, on the twenty-eighth of August, and to the line of the

State on the ninth of November, on which day the Eastern Rail-road,

in New Hampshire, was opened for use to Portsmouth, since which

time the two roads have been operated in connexion with each other,

in pursuance of an agreement between the two companies hereafter

described.

The books of the Treasurer have been examined by

a committee of Directors, to the 31st ult., and the

capital stock paid in by the stockholders, is . $1,364,190 12

Amount of loan of scrip from the Commonwealth, . 500,000

The amount expended for the construction of the

road, buildings, engines and cars, and other per-

manent works, since the date of our last report,

has been ...... 656,925 61

The amount of profits carried forward from the year

IS39, is . . . . . . 13,862 50

Balance due for mail transportation, . . 1,975

$15,637 50

From the accounts of the superintendent, which

have also been examined, it appears that the income

of the Road, during the past year, has been as fol-

lows :

Income from passengers, deducting

amounts paid for ferriages at East

Boston, . . . $164,970 82
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Brought over, 164,970 82 15,837 50

From merchandize transportation, . 7,325 20
" mail transportation, . 3,842 73
" gravel transportation, rents,

interest, and other miscellaneous

receipts, 7,158 25

183,297

$199,134 50

And that the current expenses arising from the

business of the Road during the year have been,

For repairs of Road, .... 7,909 39
" repairs of engines and cars, and work done in

machine shop, ..... 12,915 83

For fuel, wages of men, salaries, and other expenses, 64,908 31

$85,793 53

From the income of the Road, there has been paid

interest to the Commonwealth on loan, . . 19,500

To the Eastern Rail-road in New Hamp-

shire, pursuant to agreement, . . 12,154

And divided among the stockholders, . 68,860

81,014

Since the date of our last report, an indenture has been ex-

ecuted, pursuant to an agreement between this company and the East-

ern Rail-road in New Hampshire, (a copy of which indenture is

hereunto annexed) by which the entire right to use said Road in New
Hampshire, with locomotive engines, carriages, &,c, is granted by

lease to this company for the term of ninety-nine years. By this

arrangement, the two roads forming one continuous line, are placed for

practical use under one direction, and can be managed with much more

economy, efficiency and safety, than if separately conducted, whjle by

the agreement of the parties, the dividends of profits will be equal

upon the stock of the two roads, in proportion to the respective capi-

tals paid in. The amount paid in pursuance of this agreement, is

already inserted in this report. The amount received in consequence

of said agreement cannot be accurately stated, inasmuch as the Road

in New Hampshire has been opened but a short time, and is run only

as a continuation of our own Road.
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All of which is respectfully submitted,

GEORGE PEABODY,
JOHN HOOPER,
WM. STURGIS,
DAVID A. NEAL,
ISAIAH BREED,
DANIEL ADAMS 3d,

S. R. PUTNAM,
JNO. ELIOT THAYER,
AMOS BINNEY,
GEO. HOWE.

Boston, %2d January , 1841.

Suffolk ss.

Boston, January 22d, 1841.

Then John Hooper, William Sturgis, D. A. Neal, Isaiah Breed,

Daniel Adams 3d, S. R. Putnam, John Eliot Thayer, Amos Binney,

George Howe and George Peabody, appeared, and severally made

oath, that the foregoing statement is true, according to the best of

their knowledge.

Before me,

B. T. REED.

Justice of the Peace.

Copy of articles of agreement of two parts, made this eighteenth

day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred

and forty, by and between " the Eastern Rail-road in New Hamp-

shire," a Corporation duly established by the authority of the State of

New Hampshire of the first part, and " the Eastern Rail-road Com-

pany," a Corporation duly established by the authority of the Com-

monwealth of Massachusetts, of the second part.

Whereas the said " Eastern Rail-road in New Hampshire" was duly

incorporated by an Act of the Legislature of said State of New
Hampshire, approved on the eighteenth day of June A. D., eighteen

hundred and thirty-six, with authority " to locate, construct and finally
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complete a Rail-road, beginning at the line which divides the State of

Massachusetts from the State of New Hampshire, at the town of Sea-

brook, thence running in a northerly direction to the line which divides

the State of Maine from the State of New Hampshire at the town of

Portsmouth, in such manner and form as they shall deem most expedi-

ent," with all the rights, powers and privileges therein expressed and

contained ; and whereas other and additional rights, powers and privi-

leges were granted to said Corporation, in and by another Act of the

said Legislature, approved on the second day of July, A. D., eighteen

hundred and thirty-nine, as will more fully appear by reference to said

respective Acts; and whereas the said Corporation, party hereto of the

first part, has been duly organized and has accepted each of said Acts,

and located its road ; and whereas the second section ofthe last mentioned

Act is in the following words, viz: "And be it further enacted, that the

said Eastern Rail-road in New Hampshire be, and they hereby are, au-

thorized and empowered to lease a part, or the entire right to use said

Eastern Rail-road in New Hampshire by locomotives, cars, carriages,

and engines to such person or Corporation, and upon such terms, as

they may deem proper :" Now, therefore, the said parties hereto have

agreed, and do hereby grant, covenant and agree, each to and with the

other in manner and form following, that is to say :

First,—The said Eastern Rail-road in New Hampshire, for the con-

sideration hereinafter mentioned, doth hereby grant, demise and lease

to the said Eastern Rail-road Company, party hereto of the second

part, the said Rail-road in New Hampshire as now located, and as the

same or any part or parts thereof may hereafter be located, and every

part thereof, and all and singular branch roads, and other Rail-roads

of said Eastern Rail-road in New Hampshire that may be connected

therewith; and ail singular side-tracks, turn-outs, turn-tables and other

conveniences and things that may be laid, made or constructed in con-

nexion with, or for the accommodation of said main road, or any such

branch road or roads; and the entire right to use the same, by loco-

motive, cars, carriages, and engines and otherwise, to and through the

whole extent to which the same have been, or hereafter may be located,

built or constructed ; also all real estate, depots, buildings and struc-

tures whatever that may be acquired or built for the use or accommo-

dation of the same. And all rights, easements, privileges and appur-

tenances thereof; and the right and authority to make and complete

the same, and to construct and finish any and all buildings and other

accommodations in, upon and about the premises, which the said party
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hereto of the second part, its representatives, or agents may deem

needful, at the cost and expense of the party hereto of the first part

;

and the right to demand and receive tolls, rent and every other legal

and proper compensation for the use of said demised premises, or any

part thereof;

To have, hold and enjoy the said demised and granted premises, rights,

privileges, powers and authority to the said Eastern Rail-road Company,

(party hereto of the second part,) its successors and assigns, from and

after the said eighteenth day of February, A. D. eighteen hundred and

forty, for and during the full term of ninety-nine years thence next

ensuing; yielding and paying therefor, as the rent thereof, from time

to time, on the same days when the said party, hereto of the second

part, shall pay dividends to its own stockholders, a sum of money

which shall bear the same proportion to the whole cost and expenses

incurred, prior to the time of paying said rent, in obtaining, making

and constructing said Rail-road in New Hampshire, and its appurte-

nances, which the amount of such dividend of said party, hereto of

the second part, to its stockholders, shall bear to the whole cost and

expenses, incurred and paid by said stockholders, prior to the same

time, in obtaining, making and constructing its Rail-road in the said

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and the appurtenances thereof, and

so that the said party, hereto of the first part, shall receive the same

per centage on the whole amount of its expenditures, in obtaining and

constructing its said Rail-road and the appurtenances thereof, in New
Hampshire, as the party of the second part shall pay, in such dividend,

on the whole amount of its expenditures paid by its stockholders, in

obtaining and constructing its own Rail-road, and the appurtenances

thereof in {Massachusetts; and the amount of expenditures and ex-

penses, to be ascertained from time to time, as aforesaid, shall include

the whole expenditures and expenses incuired and paid by said stock-

holders, in obtaining, locating, building, and completing each of said

Rail-roads and its branches, depots, and appurtenances ; and the rent,

hereby reserved, shall be paid from the net income of the Rail-roads

of the parties hereto, to be ascertained in the manner expressed in the

fourth article hereof, and shall be paid to the treasurer of said party,

hereto of the first part, who shall demand and receive the same at the

place of residence of the treasurer of the said Eastern Rail-road Com-

pany.

Second,—The said party, hereto of the first part, hereby covenants

with the said party, hereto of the second part, its successors and as-
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signs, that the said party, hereto of the first part, will, without unne-

cessary delay, at its own cost and expense, and to the satisfaction of a

majority of the Directors of the said Eastern Rail-road Company, con-

struct and complete a Rail-road, the entire length of the route to Ports-

mouth, in said State of New Hampshire, as described in the act in-

corporating the party, hereto of the first part, and will purchase, build,

construct and complete all such lateral tracks, turn-outs, switches,

turn-tables, depots, buildings and fixtures, as the party, hereto of the

second part, or a majority of its Directors, shall require, all which the

said party, hereto of the second part, its representatives and assigns,

shall have, hold and enjoy, as parts of the demised premises, during

the term aforesaid.

Third,—And the said Eastern Rail-road Company, party hereto of

the second part, for itself and its representatives, doth hereby covenant

and agree with the said party, hereto of the first part, its successors

and assigns, that the said party, hereto of the second part, will, during

the term aforesaid, pay unto the said party, herelo of the first part, its

successors and assigns, the said rent, hereinbefore reserved, at the

times and in the manner aforesaid ; and at the end of said term, shall

and will peacefully yield up the said demised premises, unto the party,

hereto of the first part, its successors or assigns, in as good condition

as the same are now in, or may be put in, by said party, hereto of the

first part, reasonable use and wear thereof, or damage or destruction

thereof, by fire or other casualties excepted.

Fourth,—From and out of the gross amount of the tolls and income

of the Rail-roads owned by the said parties hereto respectively, shall

be deducted and paid, from time to time, all charges and expenses that

may be incurred by said party, hereto of the second part, in rebuilding,

maintaining and keeping in good condition, said Rail-road buildings

and the bridges and other structures and property, that may be held or

used in connexion therewith, and their appurtenances ; also all taxes

which shall be assessed on the same, or on any part thereof, during said

term ; also the rents of such real estate, as may be hired by sai I party,

of the second part, in conducting the business of said roads, and the

tolls, chaiges and maintenance of any ferry or ferries; also the cost

and expense of renewing, replacing and keeping in repair any and all

moving power, engines and cars, that may be used on the said Rail-

roads respectively ; also the cost and expense of purchasing and pro-

curing fuel ; also the salaries, wages and compensation of all superin-

tendents, engineers, agents, clerks, assistants and servants who may be
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employed by the party, of the second part, upon said Rail-roads, or

either of them, or any part thereof, or in any business connected there-

with, or relating thereto, and all just claims for damages that may be

sustained by any person or persons travelling in the cars, on either of

said Rail-roads, and for the loss, destruction, or damage of any prop-

erty that may be carried in said cars, and all and singular costs, ex-

penses and damages which said party, hereto of the second part, may

be liable for, as common carriers; and generally, all charges that may

be incurred in the management of the business or concerns of the said

Rail-roads, or any part thereof, and all incidental charges and expenses,

and the interest that may accrue on any past or future loans made by

said Commonwealth, or otherwise to said party, of the second part,

and all sums required to be paid, as a sinking fund, for the redemption

of any such loan or loans; and out of the balance remaining, (being

the net income of said roads) the rent hereinbefore reserved, shall be

paid to the party, hereto of the first part, in the proportion and manner

provided in the first article hereof. And if, at any time, the said par-

ty, hereto of the second part, shall not deem it expedient to declare

and pay to its stockholders its proportion of said net income as a divi-

dend, it shall, nevertheless, pay to said party, of the first part, its

ratable proportion, as aforesaid, of such net income semi-annually, in

each and every year, when said party, of the second part, shall not de-

clare and pay a dividend of said net income to its own stockholders.

Provided, however, and it is hereby expressly agreed, that the said par-

ty, hereto of the second part, may reverse and retain in its own hands

and possession, from and out of the net income or rent so belonging

to said party, of the first part, such sum and sums of money, as a ma-

jority of the Directors of the party, of the second part, may vote to be

expedient, but which reserved fund shall never exceed in the whole, at

any one time, ten per centum of the amount of the capital stock of

said Eastern Rail-road in New Hampshire actually paid in : and the

said reserved fund, and the interest or income, that may be obtained

thereon by said party, hereto of the second part, shall be appropriated

from time to time, as a majority of its Directors shall vote to be expe-

dient and for the advantage of said Eastern Rail-road in New Hamp-

shire. And at the expiration of said term of ninety-nine years, or

other sooner termination of these presents, the amount of such re-

served fund, then remaining undisposed of, and belonging to said party,

of the first part, shall be paid to it.

Fifth,—The said party, hereto of the second part, shall have and ex-



28 EASTERN RAIL-ROAD. [Feb.

ercise the whole and exclusive possession, control, management and

direction of the Rail-road and premises hereby demised ; and the ir-

revocable right and authority to use the name of the party, hereto of

the first part, in all suits and proceedings in law and in equity, and in

all cases in which it may be needful, for the purpose of recovering

rents, tolls and income or compensation for any damage that may be

done to any of the said demised premises, or for the purpose of obtain-

ing, holding, or quietly enjoying the property and rights hereby granted

and demised, or for any other purpose consistent with the true intent

and meaning of this instrument.

Sixth,—If any disagreement or difference of opinion shall arise be-

tween the parties hereto, on any subject touching the premises, or con»

cerning any matter or thing herein contained, the same shall be settled

and determined by the award or decision, in writing, of three arbitra-

Irators, one of whom shall be appointed, in writing, by each of the

parties hereto, and the third by the two persons so appointed by the

said parties, and if either of the parties hereto shall not appoint an ar-

bitrator and notify the other party in writing, of such appointment,

within thirty days next after being requested in writing by the other

party to make such appointment, the latter party may, in that case, in

Waiting, appoint two of such arbitrators, who shall, in writing, appoint

a third arbitrator, and the arbitrators appointed in either of said modes,

shall notify each of the parties hereto, of the time and place when

and where they may be heard by said arbitrators, on the subject of

such disagreement or difference : and in default of the appearance of

either party after due notice as aforesaid, the said arbitrators may pro-

ceed exparte, and any award or decision made by said arbitrators, or

by any majority of them, shall be final and conclusive upon the parties,

and may be given in evidence, or pleaded in bar, in any proceedings

in law or in equity, concerning the subject so submitted.

Seventh,—The said party, hereto of the first part, for itself, its suc-

cessors and representatives, covenants and agrees with the said party,

hereto of the second part, its successors and assigns, that the said party,

hereto of the second part, its successors and assigns performing and

observing the covenants and agreements herein contained, on its and

their part to be kept and performed, shall and may peacefully hold and

enjoy the said demised premises, during the term aforesaid, without

hindrance or interruption by said party, hereto of the first part, or any

person or persons claiming under it.

In witness whereof, the said " Eastern Rail-road in New Hampshire,"
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hath caused this instrument and one other of like tenor and date, to

be sealed with its common seal, signed by Ichabod Goodwin, its Presi-

dent, and countersigned by Benjamin T. Reed, its Treasurer. And

the said " Eastern Rail-road Company " hath caused the same instru-

ments to be sealed with its common seal, to be signed by George Pea-

body, its President, and countersigned by Benjamin T. Reed, its

Treasurer, the day and year first before written.

Signed,

ICHABOD GOODWIN,

President of the Eastern Rail-road, in New Hampshire.

Countersigned,

B. T. REED, Treasurer.

Signed,

GEORGE PEABODY,

President Eastern Ruil-road Company.

Countersigned,

B. T. REED, Treasurer.

Signed, sealed and delivered in presence of us,

SAMUEL HALE,
W. S. TUCKERMAN,
W. B. FOSDICK,
W. H. Y. HACKETT.

Whereas, an indenture of two parts, bearing date the 18th of Feb-

ruary, 1S40, proposed to be made and executed, by and between the

Eastern Rail-road in New Hampshire, of the first part, and the East-

ern Rail-road Company of the second part, for the purpose of granting

and demising to the last named Corporation the Rail-road of the

first named Corporation, and for -the other purposes therein named,

has been read and carefully examined, and considered at the meeting;

now it is voted, unanimously, that Ichabod Goodwin, Esq., the Presi-

dent of this Corporation, be, and he is hereby authorized and in-

structed, in the name and behalf thereof, to sign, seal with its common
seal, execute, deliver and acknowledge the said indenture as the free

act and deed of the said Eastern Rail-road in New Hampshire, and

5
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that Benjamin T. Reed, Esq., the Treasurer thereof, countersign the

same.

Signed,

DANIEL P. DROWN,
Clerk of the Eastern Rail-road in New Hampshire.

Whereas, an indenture of two parts, bearing date the 18th of Feb-

ruary, 1840, proposed to be made and executed by and between the

Eastern Rail-road in New Hampshire, of the first part, and the Eastern

Rail-road Company, of the second part, for the purpose of granting

and demising to the last named Corporation the Rail-road of the first

named Corporation, and for the other purposes therein named, has

been read and carefully examined, and considered at the meeting

;

now it is voted, unanimously, that George Peabody, Esq., the Presi-

dent of this Corporation be, and he is hereby authorized and in-

structed, in the name and behalf thereof, to sign, seal with its common

seal, execute, deliver, and acknowledge the said indenture as the free

act and deed of the said Eastern Rail-road Company, and that Benja-

min T. Reed, Esq., the Treasurer thereof, countersign the same.

Signed,

WM. H. FOSTER,

Clerk of the Eastern Rail-road Company.

The dividends shall be paid in proportion to the capital stock

respectively paid in by the stockholders of each Road, by assessments

at the time of such dividends. The amount extinguished by the sink-

ing fund, belongs to the Eastern Rail-road Company and to the Eastern

Rail-road in New Hampshire, in proportion to the capital respec-

tively paid in by the stockholders, by assessments, and at the termina-

tion of the present lease shall be so distributed.

Signed,

Signed,

GEORGE PEABODY, President.

ICHABOD GOODWIN, President.
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February 28, 1840.

Suffolk, ss.

Personally appeared the within named George Peabody, President,

and acknowledged this instrument to be the free act and deed of the

Eastern Rail-road Company.

Before me,

Signed, JOHN L. DIMMOCK,

Justice of the Peace.

March 13, 1840.

Rockingham, ss.

Personally appeared the within named Ichabod Goodwin, President,

and acknowledged this instrument to be the free act and deed of the

Eastern Rail-road in New Hampshire.

Signed,

W. H. Y. HACKETT,

Justice of the Peace.
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FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT

or THE

LOWELL AND NASHUA
RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION

To the Honorable, the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachu-

setts :

The Directors of the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation

hereby submit their Fifth Annual Report of their acts and doings,

receipts and expenditures, under thek acts of incorporation, for the

year ending November 20, 1840.

The total amount of capital stock paid in,

November 20, 1839, was 2,990 shares, or . . $299,000 00

Sold since, .310 shares, or . . . 51,000 00

Total amount paid in, Nov. 20, 1840,

The amount expended for construction of Road, and

actually paid, up to November 20, 1839, was

Since that date, the following sums have been ex-

pended and paid for the same purpose

For land, damages, and fencing,

" superstructure, iron, &,c,

" depots and fixtures,

" engines and cars,

.
" expenses,

$350,000 00

$353,662 14

$7,817 95

1,284 52

1,449 69

4,451 57

37 50

Amount expended for year ending Nov. 20, 1840, 15,041 63

Total cost of Road, as paid to Nov. 20, 1840, $368,703 77
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There is also a considerable sum due for land,&,c.,

which is not yet paid, and which will increase the

cost of the road proportionately.

The earnings of the Road for the year ending

Nov. 20, 1840, collected and due, are as follows

:

From passengers, . . . $35,793 95
" freight, . . . 46,549 25
" miscellaneous, . . 295 56

Total income for year, . . . $82,638 76

The expenses of the Road during the same period,

paid and unpaid, are as follows

:

For repairs of Road in Massachusetts, . $1,768 62

* " " New Hampshire, 1,673 34

* engines and cars, . 4,736 92

Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, 17,724 78

Charlestown Wharf Company, . 1,342 54

Charlestown Branch Rail-road, . 818 66

Fuel, oil, salaries, and expenses, . 24,463 03

Total expenses for year, . . . 52,532 89

Total estimated profits per year, . . $30,105 87

From this amount, the following dividends have

been declared during the year :

May 27, 1840, 3J per cent, on 3,500 shares, $12,250 00

Nov. 25, 1840, 4 " " " " " 14,000 00

$26,250 00

Leaving a balance, including bad debts, &c, to be

carried to general depreciation and contingency

account, of .... $3,955 87

The contract mentioned in our last annual report, as having been

made with the Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, for the trans-

portation of our freight over a part of their road is still in force. In

pursuance of that contract, we have paid to said Corporation for said

services, for the year ending Nov 19, 1840, the sum of $17,724 78.

As the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation furnish cars and

attendants, and guarantee the Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corpora-
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tion against liability for damages, which may happen, as per contract,

the latter merely furnishing motive power between Lowell and Charles-

town, 24 miles, by attaching our cars to their trains, the price paid to

them, for such service, is deemed unreasonable, and deserving of

legislative examination. We have economized the expenses of our

Road, that the price of fare and freight might be reduced, thus benefit-

ing the public to that extent, and it is desirable to make a farther

reduction. But in order to do this, or even to afford us a reasonable

remuneration, without any reduction of prices, the compensation paid

by us to the Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, must be very

greatly reduced.

A contract was also made with said Corporation, February 12, 1840,

to take effect March 2, 1840, by which the Nashua and Lowell Rail,

road Corporation agreed to furnish cars and attendants to run over the

Boston and Lowell Rail-road between Boston and Lowell sufficient for

the transportation of all our passengers over their Road, the latter

merely furnishing motive power between Lowell and Boston, our cars

being attached to their passenger train. For this service the Nashua

and Lowell Rail-road Corporation were to pay 87J cents for each pas-

senger from Nashua to Boston, and in the same proportion for way

passengers, and to be responsible for all accidents which might occur

to persons or property, as per contract, a copy of which is hereto

appended. Under this contract, for the nine months ending November

30, 1840, there has been transported in our cars, over the Boston

and Lowell Rail-road, 26,631 passengers, besides 1,4 14J way passen-

gers. From these there has been received the sum of $27,575 07,

out of which there has been paid to said Corporation under said con-

tract $24,128 20,—a sum in our opinion much too large and dispro-

portionate, and equally deserving of legislative examination and cor-

rection. Especially is this the case, when we consider the vast increase

of travel and freight which has passed and still passes over their Road

since, and in consequence of, the opening of the Nashua and Lowell

Railroad. This contract was made for the better accommodation of

our passengers, and the terms were the best which could be obtained.

The contracts with the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company,

and the Charlestown Wharf Company, are still in force. Under the

former, there has been paid the sum of $818 66, and under the latter,

the sum of $1,342 54.

At the annual meeting in May last, the Corporation voted to increase

the Capital stock $30,000, by the sale of 300 additional shares. In
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pursuance of this vote, the Directors proceeded to sell the same at

public auction, December 16, 1840, making the amount of capital

stock paid in at this date 3,800 shares, or $380,000.

All which is respectfully submitted by

HENRY UPHAM,
C. H. ATHERTON,
JESSE BOWERS,
HENRY TIMMINS.

Directors.

State of New Hampshire.

January 7, 1841.

Hillsborough, ss.

Then personally appeared Jesse Bowers and Charles H. Athertoi?,

and made solemn oath, that the above Report by them subscribed, is

in their belief true.

Before me,
CHARLES J. FOX,

Justice of the Peace.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

January 22, 1841.

Suffolk, ss.

Then personally appeared Henry Upham and Henry Timmins, and

made solemn oath that the above report by them subscribed, is in their

belief true.

Before me,

JAMES K. MILLS.

Justice of the Peace.

(Copy.)

By this contract made and concluded this twelfth day of February,

A. D. eighteen hundred and forty, by and between the Nashua and

Lowell Rail-road Corporation, by Onslow Stearns their Agent hereto,
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duly authorized of the one part; and the Boston and Lowell Rail-road

Corporation, by Charles S. Storrow, their [Agent] hereto duly author-

ized, of the other part, it is mutually agreed as follows, to wit

:

That the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation will furnish

suitable cars to run between Nashua and Boston for the conveyance of

all passengers who wish to pass over the Boston and Lowell Rail-road,

or some part thereof, in connexion with the Nashua and Lowell Rail-

road, or some part thereof, and will also furnish such attendants as

may be necessary for the proper security of said passengers and their

baggage.

And the Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corporation, in consideration

of the premises, hereby engage on their part, to deduct from the usual

fare of one dollar per passenger, the sum of twelve and a half cents

for the whole distance between Lowell and Boston, and a proportion-

ate deduction for any part of the distance, which deduction is to be

retained by the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road Corporation as a com-

pensation to them for the use of their cars and attendants, and for the

risks assumed by them as below stated,—the Boston and Lowell Rail-

road Corporation finding for the accommodation of such cars and pas-

sengers the same Depot-room accommodations they do for their own

cars and passengers.

And it is mutually understood and agreed, that the said Nashua and

Lowell Rail-road Corporation are to take no passengers in their cars

to be transported over any part of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road,

v. ithout the consent of the Agent of the latter road, except such as

shall have first come to Lowell in said cars over some part of said

Nashua and Lowell Rail-road, or such as shall proceed from Lowell in

said cars towards Nashua in the same train.

And it is further mutually ; greed, thai said cars are to be attached

to the regular passenger trains of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road

Corporation, and that each party will take upon themselves all risk of

accident or damage to their respective cars, or to persons or baggage

conveyed in them over any part of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road,

whatever may be the cause of such accidents or damage, in the same

manner as if such party owned the whole road and train, and will make

no claim upon the other party on account thereof, but on the contrary,

will indemnify the other party from all responsibility for such accident

or damage.

And it is further mutually agreed, that in case of a future applica-

tion to the Legislature, or any tribunal established for the purpose,
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this contract is to be used by neither party as having any bearing on

the terms to be established under such application.

This contract is to go into operation on the second day of March

next, and to continue in force for the period of one year, and unti

altered by the mutual consent of the parties, or by or under the au

thority of the Legislature.

In testimony whereof, the said Agents of the parties have hereto set

their hands the day and year first mentioned.

(Signed,)

CHARLES S. STORROW,
Agent of the B. and L. R. R. Corporation.

Witness,

Eliphalet Hills.

ONSLOW STEARNS,

Superintendent of Nashua and Lowell Rail-road.

At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Nashua and Lowell Rail-

road Corporation, holden at Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, on

the twenty-seventh day of January, A. D. 1841, for the purpose of

investigating the accounts and expenditures of said Corporation, and

for deciding what sums of expenditure made by said Corporation, are

applicable to that part of said Road, lying in New Hampshire, and

also what part is chargeable to that part of said Road lying in Massa-

chusetts, said accounts were examined and apportioned as follows:

The whole length of said Road is 14J miles, 109^ feet, or 75,389^

feet, of which 47,2762, feet lie within the State of Massachusetts, and

28,113 feet within the State of New Hampshire.

There has been expended by said Corporation, in the engineer

department, and charged to that account, the sum of $10,415 09, of

which sum we apportion to that part of the Road lying in the State of

New Hampshire, the sum of $3,883 85, and to that part of the Road

lying in Massachusetts, the sum of $6,531 24. There has been paid

for land and land damages, the sum of $69,482 04, of which sum we

apportion to New Hampshire, $34,322 59, and to Massachusetts,

$35,159 45. There has been expended for fencing, the sum of

$3,834 45, of which sum we apportion to New Hampshire, $1,429 89.

6
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and to Massachusetts, $2,404 56. There has been expended for

grading said Road, the sum of $82,767 16, of which sum we apportion

to New Hampshire $30,768 67, and to Massachusetts, $51,978 49.

There has been expended for lumber the sum of $3,599 52, of which

sum we apportion to New Hampshire, $1,346 61, and to Massachu-

setts, $2,252 91. There has been paid and charged to the account of

superstructure, including sleepers and plank, laying rails, &c, the

sum of $30,175 45, of which sum we apportion to New Hampshire,

$11,252 60, and to Massachusetts, $18,922 85. There has been

expended and charged to the iron account, the sum of $92,431 01, of

which sum we apportion to New Hampshire $34,468 07, and to

Massachusetts, $57,962 94. There has been expended for depots,

the sum of $20,871 62, of which sum we apportion to New Hamp-

shire, $16,952 67, and to Massachusetts, $3,918 95. There has

been paid for engines and cars, the sum of $46,641 50, of which we

apportion to New Hampshire, $17,392 89, and to Massachusetts,

$29,248 61. There has also been expended for miscellaneous ex-

penses the sum of $8,485 93, of which we apportion to New Hamp-
shire, $3,163 13, and to Massachusetts, $5,322 80.

The above sums are the amounts actually paid by said Corporation,

for the several accounts above specified, up to November 20, 1840.

The total cost of said Road, so far as paid up to said date, is

$368,703 77, of which sum we have apportioned as above, to that

part of the Road, lying within the State of New Hampshire, the sum
of $155,000 97, and to that part of the Road lying within the State

of Massachusetts the sum of $213,702 80.

WILLIAM AMORY,
Commissionerfor the State of Massachusetts.

CHARLES J. FOX,
Commissionerfor the State of New Hampshire.

We, the subscribers, appointed by the States of Massachusetts and

New Hampshire, Commissioners of the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road,

have examined the statement of accounts contained in the foregoing

Report, and do approve of the same.

WILLIAM AMORY,
Commissionerfor the State of Massachusetts ,

CHARLES J. FOX
Commissionerfor the State of New Hampshire.
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SECOND ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

NEW BEDFORD AND TAUNTON

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Com-

momccalth of Massachusetts :

The Directors of the Neic Bedford and Taunton Rail-road Corpora-

tion do hereby make their Second Annual Report of their acts and

doings, receipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation,

to the 31st December, 1840.

The amount received for assessments

on 2,979 shares, is . . $297,900

Received for $50,000 Scrip of the

State pledged for a Loan, . 48,000

Received for £50,000 Scrip of the

State pledged for a Loan, . 50,000
$395,900

Expenditures.

Paid for preliminary surveys, . 3,678 62

engineering, including instruments, 15,296 18

land damages and fencing, . 60,579 84

graduation and masonry, 123,829 42

cleaving and grubbing, 9,8 53

bridging, . 4,920 23

loose rock, , 2,500
141,052 65

lumber and preparing same, 18,366 36

transporting lumber and iron for the

Road, . . . 8,468 13
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Paid for Rail-road iron, (rails,

spikes, &c.,) . 100,231 43

" cast iron chairs, . 4,420 12
104,651 55

" laying rails, . . 16,800

" depot and fixtures, . . 11,419 76

" miscellaneous expenses, including

balance of interest, . 7,269 74
$387,582 83

(The above is the cost of the Road to 31st December, 1840.)

Amount paid for 20-31 parts of engines and cars, $24,605 29.

The Road was opened for the transportation of passengers and mer-

chandize on the 2nd July, 1840, from which time to 31st Decem-

ber, 1840,

The amount received for transportation of passen-

gers, is ..... $23,250 74

The amount received for transportation of merchand-

ize, is, .... . . 2,686 99

The amount received for transportation of United

States Mail, is . . . . 499 80

Total amount of receipts, $26,437 53

The expenditures for same time, are

Repairs on the Road, . . 2,565 09

" " engines and cars, . 1,318 53

Interest on $98,000 from 1st July to 31st Dec. 2,750

Fuel, oil, salaries, wages and other miscella-

neous expenses, . . . 6,392 56
$13,026 18

The first dividend was declared January 4th, 1841, payable on the

12th inst., of 3 per cent, on $297,900, amount of capital stock paid in.

JOSEPH GRINNELL,
ALFRED GIBBS,

THOS. MANDELL,
DAVID R. GREENE,
PARDON G. SEABURY,
WM. W. SWAIN,
WM. A. CROCKER.

New Bedford, January lltk, 1841.
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It may be proper to add, that the agreement made with the Taunton

Branch Rail-road Corporation, (contained in their Annual Report of

last year,) to own and run cars and engines, &.c, in connexion, the

expense to be borne by each Corporation according to the length of

their respective Roads, went into operation on the 1st day of July last.

JOSEPH GRINNELL

President of the N. B. and T. R. R. Cor.

January Mth, 1841.

Bristol, ss.

Then personally appeared Joseph Grinnell, Thomas Mandell, Al-

fred Gibbs, Pardon G. Seabury, and David R. Greene, and made oath

to the truth of the foregoing statement by them severally subscribed.

Before me,
NATH'L. S. SPOONER,

Justice of the Peace.

January 13th, 1841.

Suffolk, ss.

Then personally appeared the above named William W. Swain, and

made oath to the truth of the foregoing statement by him subscribed.

Before me,
C. H. WARREN,

Justice of the Peace.
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FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT

NORWICH AND WORCESTER

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION

To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachu-

setts.

The Directors of the Norwich and Worcester Rail-road Corporation,

in obedience to the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,

present their Fifth Annual Report, as follows

:

Since their last annual report, the Company have performed a large

amount of labor in the arrangement for the business of the Road at

Norwich. The Road-bed, between the upper and lower depot, has been

formed by blasting from the solid rock. Extensive and permanent

wharves have been formed. A depot building of brick has been con-

structed, 60 by 200 feet, of two stories, conveniently situated on

the Steam-boat wharf.

The depot buildings at Worcester, are built in connexion with the

Boston and Worcester Rail-road Company, at the junction of the two

Rail-roads, and have been found during the past season, exceedingly

convenient to the two Corporations and the Public.

The buildings at ten way depots have been finished. In the town of

Auburn, the place has not yet been selected for a depot, but a selec-

tion will soon be made from the several places proposed.

A thorough system of drainage has been adopted by the Superin-

tendent, and the Road-bed has been kept in perfect order.

The advantages anticipated in former reports, from the connexion

with other Rail-roads, and with lines of steam-boats, have been, during

the past season, more than realized.
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As a route between Boston and New York, in the early part of the

season, the arrangements were necessarily incomplete, arising from the

unfinished portion of the Road at Norwich, and other obvious causes

:

yet the favor shown by the public to the route has been highly gratify-

ing; During the whole season, from March to December, the steam-

boats on the line did not lose a single trip.

By the present arrangement, the cars on the steam-boat train, pro-

ceed unchanged from Boston to the Steam-boat wharf at Norwich, and

the baggage of passengers is placed in crates, which remain unopened

between Boston and New York.

The steam-boats connected with the line, will be a new boat of 640

tons burthen, built for the route, to be called the " Worcester," and

on the opposite days, the H Charter Oak," or " New York."

The connexion with the great Western Rail-road, at Worcester, has

been found mutually advantageous, and on the completion of the Road

to Albany, the advantages to both Roads will be very greatly increased.

Arrangements have also been made for placing one or two freight-

boats on the line, the ensuing Spring, to run regularly between Nor-

wich and New York, transporting goods at fixed and moderate rates.

It is believed to be the interest of the two principal lines between Bos-

ton and New York, to make a moderate reduction of the rates of

freight, previously existing; and by great punctuality and despatch to

obtain a considerably increased amount of the freighting business,

between the two cities.

A steam-boat will also be placed on the line to run between Nor-

wich and New Haven, also to Sag Harbor on Long Island, in connex-

ion with the regular trains on the Rail-road.

The Company, although authorized by their charter to own steam-

boats, have abstained entirely from taking any interest whatever in any

steam-boat.

Arrangements are in progress for procuring a survey of a route for

a Rail-road, from Norwich to Lyme, at the mouth of Connecticut

River, a distance of about twenty miles, and gentlemen of the highest

respectability and energy are embarked in the undei taking.

For a statement of the receipts and expenditures of the Company,

the Directors refer to the report of the Commissioners appended to

this report, and made a part of the same.

A large amount of land on hand, not required for the use of the

Road, and the amount to be received on the settlement of some claims

due to the company, will considerably reduce this amount.
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The following is a statement of the business of the Road to 1st of

January, 1S41.

1810. Passengers. Freight. Monthly rec'ts Total.

January, )
February, . . V $5,541 26
March, . . . s
April, . . $8,570 55 $2,779 11 11,349 66
May, . . . 9,401 66 2.747 32 12.148 98
June, . . . 9,769 57 2,992 13 12,761 70
July, . . . 9,278 78 2.382 68 11,661 46
August, . . . 11,647 36 3,157 60 14,804 96
September, 11,551 68 3,371 15 14,922 83
October, 9,007 32 3,329 06 12,a36 38
November, . 5,566 09 3,526 40 9,092 49
December, . 4,106 34 3,947 00 8,053 34

$112,673 06

Rents, niai ,and express receipts, . .
3,844 25

$116,517 31

The following is a statement of the expenditures,

from 31st December, 1839, to 31st December, 1840 :

Expenses from 31st Dec, 1839, to 31st July, 1840,

" July, 1840, to 31st Dec, 1840,

Miscellaneous expenses, ....
$25,396 23

24,107 37

3,000

$52,503 60

All which is respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. ROCKWELL,
J. G. W. TRUMBULL,
JNO. BREUD,
RALPH BOLLES,
JEDEDIAH HUNTINGTON,
RUSSELL HUBBARD,
CHARLES COIT,

C. W. ROCKWELL,
W. A. BUCKINGHAM,

Directors.

Approved, CHAS. HUDSON,
Commissioner for State of Massachusetts.

JOHN D. WITT,

Commissionerfor State of Connecticut.

Dated, Norwich, Jan. 30, 1841.
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State of Connecticut.

Norwich, Jan. 30, 1841.
County of New London, ss.

Personally appeared John A. Rockwell, Jonathan G. W. Trumbull,

John Breed, Ralph Bolles, Jedediah Huntington, Russell Hubbard,

Charles Coit, C. W. Rockwell, and William A. Buckingham, and

made oath that the foregoing report is true, according to their best

knowledge and belief.

Before me,

JOHN DE WITT,

Justice of the Peace.

At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Norwich and Worcester

Rail-road Company at Norwich, in the State of Connecticut, on the

28th day of January, 1841, for the purpose of investigating the ac-

counts and expenditures of said Company, and for deciding what sums

of expenditure made by said Company are applicable to that part of

said Road, lying in Connecticut, and also what part is chargeable to

that part of said Road, lying in Massachusetts; and having examined

the accounts of said Company, we find that since the last settlement

of the accounts of said Company, there has been expended by said

Company, up to the 31st December, 1840,—in the car-

riage department, the sum of

For salaries,

" contingent expenses,

" office expenses,

" interest,

89,986 37

5,200

22,128 49

1,324 37

35,257 33

$153,896 56

One third of which sum we have set to the State of

Massachusetts, being .... 51,298 86

And two thirds of said sum we have set to the State of

Connecticut, being .... 102,597 70

There has been expended in Connecticut, for gradua-

tion since the last settlement, the sum of . 19,369 24

7
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For masonry, ..... 14,881 18

» bridges, ..... 9,357 10

" floodgates, ..... 905 25

" land and damages to land, . . . 10,777 80

" Rail-road foundations, . . . 9,562 50

" Rail-road timber, .... 22,521 92

" laying rails, 2,362 60

" depot buildings, .... 48,822 09

" wharves, ..... 7,526 30

" ditching, ..... 1,336 62

8153,422 60

There has been expended in Massachusetts during the

said time, for graduation, . . . 6,152 01

For masonry, ..... 5,742 42

" bridges, ..... 2,904 55

" land and damages to land, . . . 16,746 22

" Rail-road foundations, .... 4,987 33J
" Rail-road timber, .... 4,297 92
" laying rails, ..... 1,972 37

" depot buildings, .... 12,796 09

" ditching, ..... 1,127 45

$56,726 36J

Amount expended in Connecticut up to December 31,

1839, as per last report, .... 949,338 39J
To which add expenditure to December 31, 1840, as

above, ..... 292,864 63

Total in Connecticut, . . $1,242,203 02

J

Amount expended in Massachusetts,

to December, 1839, as per last re-

port, ... . . 411,188 87f
To which add expenditure of 1840,

as above, . . . . 124,079 95J

Total expenditure in Massachusetts, . 8535,268 83J

Total amount of whole Road, . 81,777,47186

Said Commissioners also find, upon examination of the books of said

Company, that said Corporation have kept distinct and separate ao
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counts of the expenditures in Connecticut and Massachusetts respec-

tively, agreeably to the acts of said States, creating the present Nor-

wich and Worcester Rail-road Company. And in regard to the re-

ceipts and expenditures on said Road, the Corporation not being re-

quired by their charter to keep separate accounts of the business done

in the two States respectively, and such separate accounts being from

the nature of the case impracticable, and no rule being given for a

division of said receipts and expenditures, the Commissioners, on a full

view of the subject, have adopted the length of the Road in the two

States respectively, as the basis of the apportionment, and consequent-

ly, we set two-thirds to Connecticut, and one-third to Massachusetts.

We find that the receipts of the Corporation for the transportation of

persons and merchandize up to December 31, 1840, as

shown by the treasurer's books, amount to the sum of $81,778 54

And the expenditures of the Corporation up to the same

period, amount to the sum of 44,172 98

Leaving a net profit of ... $37,605 56

Of which we set to Connecticut, . . . 25,070 37
" " Massachusetts, . . . 12,535 19

$37,605 56

We also find, from examining the books of the superin-

tendent regularly kept, that the earnings of the Road

from the 31st December, 1839, to December 31, 1840,

are as follows, viz :

For passengers from April 1, . . . . 78,899 35
" merchandize from April 1, . . 28,232 45

Received prior to April 1, and mail rents, &c, . 9,385 51

$116,517 31

And that the expenditures on said Road for the same pe-

riod, amount to ... . $52,503 60

JOHN DE WITT,

Commissioner for the State of Connecticut,

CHARLES HUDSON,

Commissionerfor the State of Massachusetts.

Norwich
y
January 23, 1841.
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SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT

TAUNTON BRANCH

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.

To the Honorable Legislature of the Commomeealth of Massachusetts

:

The Directors of the Taunton Branch Rail-road Corporation, do

hereby make the Sixth Annual Report of their acts and doings,

receipts and expenditures.

Since their last annual report, the contract between this Corporation

and the New Bedford and Taunton Rail-road Corporation, which was

made part of such report, has gone into operation, and the expenses of

transporting passengers and goods over the two Rail-roads, are now

apportioned to the two Corporations, in proportion to the lengths of

their respective Rail-roads. The cars and engines are also owned in

common by the two Corporations in the same proportion.

The total amount of capital paid in, is . . 8250,000 00

The expenditures during the year ending Novem-

ber 30, 1840, have been as follows

:

For repairs of the Rail-road, . . . §2,609 15

" " " engines and cars, . . . 1,714 43

Amount paid to the Boston and Providence Rail-

road Corporation for their proportion of the re-

ceipts, ...... 23,187 99

Amount actually paid for new passenger and merchan-

dize cars,...... 4,572 67

Miscellaneous expenses, .... 12,587 55

Total amount of expenditures, . . 844,671 79
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The receipts during the year, ending November 30,

1840, have been as follows :

Amount received for the transportation of passengers, $44,900 G2

Amount received for the transportation of merchandize, 15,930 30

Amount received from the New Bedford and Taunton

Rail-road Corporation, under the contract above

referred to, and also for their portion of the expen-

ditures made at the depot in Taunton, for their

accommodation, ..... 12,811 85

Amount of other miscellaneous receipts, . . 1,834 44

Total amount of receipts, . . . $75,477 21

Two dividends of three per cent, each, have been

made, payable on July 2, 1840, and January 1,

1841, respectively, amounting in the aggregate, to $15,000 00

All which is respectively submitted.

THOS. B. WALES,
SAMUEL FROTHINGHAM.
JNO. F. LORING,
SAMUEL QUINCY,
WM. A. CROCKER,

Directors.

Boston, Jan. 13, 1841.

Suffolk, ss.

Boston, January 13, 1841,

Then personally appeared T. B. Wales, S. Frothingham, J. F. Lor-

ing, Samuel Quincy, and W. A. Crocker, the above named Directors,

and made oath, that this Report by them subscribed is true, according

to the best of their knowledge and belief.

Before me,

EDW. PICKERING,

Justice of the Peace.
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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

WEST STOCKBRIDGE

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION

To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonwealth of 3Iassachu-

setts :

The Directors of the West Stockbridge Rail-road Corporation would

respectfully Report,

That since the last Annual Report of this Board to your Honorable

Body, this Corporation has remained very much in the condition as

then reported.

The Act passed during the last Session of the Legislature, for the

purpose of uniting this Corporation with the Hudson and Berkshire

Rail-road Company of the State of New York, was not found to afford

the facilities expected for such an union, and nothing has been done

under said Act.

During the past year, the said Hudson and Berkshire Rail-road

Company has by their President subscribed to the capital stock of this

Corporation the further sum of sixteen thousand and nine hundred

dollars, which sum had been previously expended by said Company in

the erection of the depot, engine-house, and other necessary buildings

and improvements of this Corporation, as appears from the bill of items

presented by said Company.

The road of this Corporation has been possessed and occupied for

the last year by the said Hudson and Berkshire Rail-road Company,

under the lease heretofore made to said Company, and which was spe-

cified in the previous Reports of this Board. No settlement has yet

been made upon said lease, nor has the said Company yet made any
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report of their proceedings, receipts or expenditures for the past year.

For these reasons, this Board have no receipts or expenditures where-

of to report to your Honorable Body.

This Board, however, is satisfied that during the next year the affairs

of this Corporation will be fairly and justly arranged with said Com-
pany, and that the Directors will hereafter be enabled to present their

acts and proceedings in a more definite form.

All which is respectfully submitted this 31st day of Dec. A. D. 1840.

ROBBINS KELLOG, President.

January 2d, 1841.
Berkshire, ss.

Then the above named Robbins Kellog, personally appeared and

made oath that the facts and statements, set forth in the foregoing Re-

port, he verily believes to be true.

MARTIN HENDRIX,

Justice of the Peace,



52 WESTERN RAIL-ROAD. [Feb.

FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

DIRECTORS OF THE WESTERN RAIL-ROAD

CORPORATION

TO THE LEGISLATURE, JANUARY, 1841.

At the commencement of the last year, the road casiioard of Con-

necticut river, a distance of about 54J miles had been opened to public

use for about three months. The passenger and merchandise trains

have been continued upon it daily to the present time. When opened,

it was, however, in many places in an unfinished state. The experience

of the succeeding unusually severe winter, disclosed the necessity of

much additional work upon the ditches, water-courses and bank walls.

This work has been done at convenient intervals during the last sum-

mer.

When the operations of the road were commenced, the local neces-

sities of the Corporation, and the wants of the community upon the

line, were not fully understood. The business of the year has suggest-

ed various additions to the accommodations upon the road, to which

the Directors have given prompt attention. They have caused to be

laid down additional turn-out tracks at Spencer, East Biookfield and

Brimfield ; have established at Spencer, a new station for passengers

and merchandise, with the necessary buildings ; have erected a Tank

house at Brimfield, and they propose to build a Freight house at East

Biookfield early in the spring. They have also erected during the

year, a dwelling-house for the Agent at the central station in West

Brookfield, and spacious additional store-houses at Charlton, West

Biookfield and Palmer. And during the next season, it is in contem-

plation, to add a new store-house at Springfield, to be located upon the

bank of the river, with a track to a convenient wharf, for the accom-
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modation of the river trade. Twenty freight cars, 10 dirt cars, and

2 commodious passenger cars for ladies, have also been added during

the year.

These have all been, or will be, additions to the estimated expense

of the road ; forming in the aggregate, no inconsiderable amount ; but

they are deemed indispensable to its usefulness and success.

At the date of the last Report, the accounts of the cost of this East-

ern Division of the road, had not been sufficiently made up, to be

stated with the precision required by law. They are now, however,

in such a condition, as to enable the Directors to present the follow-

ing as

A Statement of the actual Cost of the Road Eastward of Connecticut

river.

Graduation, including foundations for road

and for superstructure, 901,545 56

Masonry, including foundations, . . . 200,881 60

Bridges, " covering, painting, &c, 49,824 19

1,152 251 35

Superstructure, Main track, 54.57ms -

Turn-out and Depot do 1.93

56.50™-

viz : Iron rails delivered at Springfield

and Worcester, 317,809 93

Sills, sleepers and transportation of same

to and upon the road, . . 62,111 18

Timber lands bought for do. 2,475 14

64,586 32

Splicing plates delivered at Springfield

and Worcester 15,834 02

Spikes, 17,627 00

Laying tracks and turn-outs and transpor-

tation (upon the line) of iron, spikes and

plates, 57,507 31

Mile stones, signs, and fence to protect

from snow, 2,398 51

475,763 09

Depot buildings, including repair shop,

and machinery at Springfield, aque-

8
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ducts, furniture for station houses and

all fixtures, 73,500 71

Engineer department, including instru-

- ments, surveys, superintending, &c, for

4 years to January 1, 1840, .... 64,518 93

Engines and Cars, viz : 8 engines, 7 eight-

wheeled and 6 four-wheeled, first Class

Passencrer, 2 second Class do. 3 ba$r-

gage, 70 freight, 10 dirt, and 4 hand

Cars, 117,804 18

Depot Lands for II stations, about 20

acres, 5,543 43

Land Damages and fencing, including

lands for changes of highways, expenses

of Commissioners and Referees, &c
,

89,023 11

3IisceIlaneous Expenses, including sala-

ries, printing, stationery, clerk hire, of-

fice rents, postages, collecting assess-

ments, expenses of Directors, &,c, to

January 1, 1840, 25,251 53

Interest to January 1, 1840, .... 13,313 57

L 133,131 64

82,016,969 90

Although the Revised Statutes and the Statutes of 1837, chap. 226,

do not, in their terms, require the subjoined statistics of this part of the

road, until the whole road " shall have been completed and opened for

use," yet as it may be more satisfactory to submit them now, the Di-

rectors herewith present them.

The whole " length of the road," from its junction with the Boston

and Worcester Road in Worcester, to the east bank of the Connecticut

river, is 54.57 miles.

The length of turn-outs and depot tracks now laid, is 1.93 "

The " number of planes" is ... 53

Of which 5 are level : the inclinations of the others, in feet per mile,

are as follows, viz : 15 from to 10, 11 from 10 to 20, 6 from 20 to

30, 8 from 30 to 40, 6 from 44 to 50, 1 of5U and 1 of 60. There are

22 planes ascending west, and 26 descending :—The height of the

track at the summit in Charlton, 13 miles from Worcester, is 429.92
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feet above the junction with the Boston and Worcester Road in Wor-

cester. And at the Connecticut river, it is 405.92 feet below the same

place.

CURVATURE.

The following table exhibits the number of Curves and the length of

Radii.

No. of Curves. Length of Radius in feet. No. of Curves Length of Radius in fret.

13 from 11.459 to 5.730 4 from 1910 to 1.432

22 " 5.730 to 2.865 1 of 1.146

21 " 2.865 to 1.910

The whole length of straight line is 35 miles.

Rails. The edge rail of the T pattern is used, weighing 56J lbs.

to the yard, supported by wooden sleepers, 7 feet long, and 7 inches

through at distances of 3 feet from centre to centre. These sleepers

rest on longitudinal sills of plank 3 inches thick, and 8 inches wide,

with a short piece 3 feet long under them at their joints, and 4 addi-

tional pieces 3 feet long under the sleepers at the joints of the iron

rails. The greater part of the road is graded to a width of 20 feet in

the cuts, and 16 feet on the embankment for a single track, and a sin-

gle track is laid down with the necessary turn-outs at way-stations, and

extra tracks at the Worcester and Springfield Depots.

The deep cuts and high embankments have been graded to a width

of 30 feet in the cuts, and 26 feet on the embankments for a double

track. All the masonry and bridges have been constructed of full

width for a double track. The Bridges are constructed of Truss

frames, after the plan of Col. Long's patent, and they are covered in,

and painted, to protect them from the weather.

When the Report of 1840 was submitted, the whole line of the road

westward of Connecticut River, was under construction ; and the

directors expressed an opinion, that the grading and masonry of the

first 28 miles of it would be completed, and the track laid upon at least

20 miles, and the same be opened for use during the year ; that the next

division of 13 miles, through the pass of the mountains, would be

finished in season for laying the superstructure upon it in lo41 ; that
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the division of about 10 miles extending from the summit in Washing-

ton to Pittsfield, would, with the exception of two sections, be graded

by the first of August last ; and that the 11 J miles between Pittsfield

and the State line would be finished and opened to the public in the

autumn of 1840. The progress of this work generally, has answered

these anticipations. For about 30 miles west of Springfield, the grad-

ing and masonry have been completed, the bridges are constructed, the

Depot buildings are principally erected, and the track has been laid

upon 24 miles of it, and this part of the road might have been put in

operation as proposed; but the Directors upon full consideration

were of opinion, that, as this division terminated at the entrance of the

mountains with little local business to sustain it, it would be most pru-

dent to defer opening it for use, till the coming spring, when it is pro-

posed to put the cars upon it.

Early in the year, expectations were entertained of completing the

bridge across the Connecticut river during the season. The state of

the water, however, forbade active operations at an early period; and,

upon full examination, the bed of the river being found to be underlaid

with an extensive stratum of quicksand, the preparations for the foun-

dations of the piers and abutments, proved much more serious than wa3

anticipated. The abutments are, however, completed ; and the. piers

are all raised above the ordinary water, leaving them entirely out of

danger from the ice freshets. The materials are in preparation for

finishing the structure, and the undersigned have assurance that it may

be entirely completed and opened for use in July next.

The part of the road west of Pittsfield has been finished, with the

exception of half a mile of track across the Richmond Swamp. An
arrangement had been made with the Directors of the Hudson and

Berkshire road, for them to operate this part of our road in connexion

with theirs, until another portion of the Western road should be ready

for use. But they having signified an intention not to use either dur-

ing the present winter, it was deemed most prudent to let the very

heavy embankment across the Richmond Swamp, settle and consoli-

date, and to place rails upon it as soon as the frost will admit in the

spring.

It is now the intention of both parties to open this Division of the

road to the public about the first of April next.

The Division between Pittsfield and the summit has been graded,

with the exception of the two sections before referred to : and direc-

tions have been given to have these ready for the superstructure by the
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first day of May next. The rails have been laid upon 1J miles of this

division, and the undersigned hope to extend the running of the cars

from the State line to the summit, a distance of about 23J miles by the

15th day of July next.

The heavy work, through the mountain Division, has progressed

very satisfactorily, with the exception of the two summit sections; if

there is no extraordinary interruption to the progress of the work, this

Division may be ready for operation by the 15th of July next, and

there still is every reason to believe, that those two sections may be

ready for the rails by the close of the year 1841.

From a review of this hasty statement, it will be seen, that, of the

62.6 miles of the road west of Connecticut river, about 53 miles are

already graded; that the rails are laid upon about 35 miles of it ; that

about 39J miles may be opened to the public early in April, and, if the

works goes on without serioos impediment, 12 miles more may be

opened in June, and the residue, with the exception of 2 miles, by the

loth of July.

Depot lands have been procured, and stations located, at West-

field, Chester Village, Chester Factories, North Becket, Hins-

dale, Pittsfield, Richmond, and at the State line in West Stock-

bridge. The precise location of a contemplated station at Dalton has

been postponed; but it will be fixed upon as soon as the Committee,

having the matter in charge, can visit that place.

In the mean time, the Depot buildings upon the whole line are in

progress, and will be in readiness as soon as wanted.

The claims for right of way and fencing, have been liquidated so

far as known, and with few exceptions of small amounts, they have

been already paid off.

The timber for the remaining part of the superstructure was con-

tracted for, and principally delivered during the last year, and consid-

erable payments have been made on account of it. The iron, excepting a

few hundred tons, has been ordered, and about three-fourths of it has been

delivered at Springfield, at Hudson, and upon the line of the road.

A part of the engines, and passenger and merchandise cars for the

use of the road west of the river, are already under contract.

Having thus stated the operations upon this part of the road the past

year, and those contemplated for the future, it only remains, as con-

nected with this part ofthe report, to advert to the Estimates heretofore

submitted for the cost of the road, and to the question of the funds

now deemed necessary to complete the same, and put it in operation.
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The estimates for the road westward of the Connecticut, have, from

the beginning, been a source of great difficulty and embarrassment. A
considerable portion of the country was of such a character, that the

officers of the company could form no judgment from a comparison of

it with other routes, and could gain but little satisfactory aid from past

experience. Nevertheless, when the final location of the route was

made, an estimate of the cost of grading, bridging and masonry was

formed from the best means at command ; and the printed Report of

the engineers, under date of March 16th, 1838, stales the total cost of

these items at $1,384,839 13. With slight exceptions, this estimate

was for a single track only. This was the only estimate made before

the road was put under contract for grading. All the other items

were intentionally omitted for a future entire estimate. And, at the

close of the year 1838, the engineers and agent submitted to the Board

estimates designed to be complete, for the cost of constructing and

equipping the road, both east and west of the Connecticut, and putting

the same in operation. An abstract of these was included in the

Report to the Legislature in January, 1S39, and a corrected estimate

for the east side of the river only, was presented in the Report of Janu-

ary, 1840.

In making these estimates for the eastern part of the road, the grad-

ing and masonry were so far advanced, and the contracts for other

labor, and for materials were so generally made, that the engineers

were enabled to judge approximately, at least, of the probable cost of

the principal items then. But at that date, the grading had but just

commenced west of the river upon a portion of the line only; and

the engineers had no other means of information than those at hand at

the time of the final location in the spring of 1838 ; except, perhaps,

the terms of some of the contracts made in the intervening time. They

therefore, in the estimates of Dec. 1838, assumed, for the actual cost

of graduation, and bridging and masonry, the sum estimated in the

report on the final location, as before staled, . . 81,384,830 13

Adding, however, to this for a specific portion of the

work which had then been commenced, and had

" proved to be of a more difficult character than was

anticipated," the sum of 30,000 00

Total grading, &c, ...... $1,414,83013

The three items of superstructure, engines and

cars, and buildings, having been estimated in detail



1841.] SENATE—No. 17. 59

for the road east of the river, the estimate for that

portion—54 miles—was taken as the standard per

mile for the estimate west, and it gave for 62.6 miles

:

For superstructure, . . . $575,361 29

" engines and cars, . . . 101,029 34

" buildings, .... 44,196 71

$720,587 34

For the cost of the engineer department and super-

intendence, the actual expenses for the year preceding

were assumed, and, with some slight addition, were

carried forward at the same rate for 2 years longer,

to Dec. 1840, and the whole, from June, 1836, to Dec.

1840, was put at 78,076 00

Total estimate by Engineer Dep't, Dec. 1838, . $2,213,493 47

The above item for superstructure included $35,000

for preparing foundation for superstructure. And lor

engines and cars, this estimate professed only to pro-

vide for putting the road in operation in the first in-

stance, making no allowance for the largely accumu-

lating wants of the corporation as the business should

increase.

To this estimate was added by the agent as fol-

lows :

1. For miscellaneous expenses, the proportion ex-

pended in 3 prior years was assumed, and the same

carried forward to June 1, 1841, .... 28,49712
2. For land damages, fencing and depot lands, the

estimate was made upon a personal examination of

the whole line, conferences with owners, and com-

paring the whole with claims where the damages were

paid off, at 84,452 02

Total estimate west of river, Dec. 1838, . . . $ 2,326,442 61

The Directors had great confidence in this estimate when it was

made and submitted to the Legislature, in their Report of Jan. 1839.

The contracts for grading and masonry were perfected soon after and
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it was found that they were, in their terms, much below the rates as-

sumed by the Engineers, in making the estimates.

As the work progressed, however, it was found necessary to make
changes in it, and for the Board to authorize extraordinary expendi-

tures or allowances upon the more difficult parts of it, either to keep

it in progress, or to expedite its completion : and although it was from

time to time supposed that these changes and expenditures might swell

the cost of the road beyond the original estimates, yet neither the ex-

ecutive officers, nor the Directors, have, till recently, believed that the

cost could exceed the funds provided for its completion.

Still the executive committee of Directors some months since,

thinking that the time had arrived, when a more minute examination

than was usual should be made, as to the state of the finances, and with

a view to make a rest at the close of 1840, and ascertain if there was

any probability that the funds at command would fall short of meeting

all the wants of the Corporation, requested the Engineers and Agent

to make the examination and report the results. Measures were imme-

diately taken by them for this purpose. But they represented that at

that time, under the orders of the Board, they were pressing forward

large portions of the work, with a view to its completion during the

year, that all engaged in the service of the Engineer Department were

actively employed in furthering that object, and that with a view to

economy, and to meet what appeared to be the wishes of the Board, as

indicated by their frequent investigations, the force employed in that

department, had been barely sufficient to keep the work in progress,

and, without an addition, their results could not be ascertained till near

the close of the year, when the condition of the work would permit it

to be done with greater facility and accuracy. Since that time, the

grading of about 53 miles has been finished, the final measurements

have been made, the rail track is laid for 35 miles, and a large part of

the important accounts then open, have been stated and liquidated,

and the whole of the unfinished work has been measured and computed

with great care. From these data, new estimates have been prepared

by the Engineers and Agent, respectively, in such a manner as to in-

duce them to express great confidence in their accuracy. These are

as follows, viz ;
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Estimates for the cost of the Western Bail-road, west of the Connec-

ticut river, including the River Bridge, Jan. 1, 1841.

1. By the Engineers.

Graduation, including formation of road-

bed and foundations for superstruc-

ture, 1,242,853 81

Masonry, including foundations and ex-

clusive of masonry on Connecticut

River Bridge, 438,419 82

Bridges, including covering and painting

and masonry of Conn. River Bridge, 103,847 00
1,845,120 63

Superstructure, viz : Iron rails delivered

at Springfield and West Stockbridge, 358,763 42

Sills and sleepers, and transportation of

same to and upon the road, . . . 57,940 26

Splicing rail plates distributed on the

road, 17,850 00 .

Spikes delivered at Springfield and West

Stockbridge, ........ 17,254 44

Turn-out castings, 4,080 00

Laying track, turn-outs and transportation

on line, of rails and spikes, .... 64,424 12

Signs, " Look out," &,c. and mile stones, 2,125 00
522,437 24

Depot Buildings, including aqueducts

and furniture, 49,750 00

Engineer Department, including instru-

ments, surveys, superintendence, &,c,

from June, 1836, to Jan. 1, 1842, . 103,076 00

2,520,383 87
2. Addition estimated by Agent.

Depot Lands at 10 Stations, .... 5,041 84

Land Damages and fencing 62 6 miles, 84,417 20

Miscellaneous Expenses, from Jan. 1836,

to July 1,1842, 42,082 84
131,541 88

Interest on moneys borrowed and to be

borrowed to May 1, 1842, .... 196,58710

Engines and Cars, 332,195 82

9
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Amount estimated by Engineers for re-

pairing damages by the late freshet,

and for raising road-bed and other se-

curities against similar freshets, . . 37,348 11

Total estimate, west of Conn. River,

January, 1841, 83,218,056 78

It will thus be seen, that there is a great discrepancy between the

estimates of Dec. 1838, and those now submitted.

The excess of the latter is principally in the items of

1. Graduation, masonry and bridging.

2. Engineer department.

3. Miscellaneous expenses.

4. Interest.

5. Engines and cars.

The engineers and agent have communicated to the Board the fol-

lowing causes for this excess. In reference to the first item, the engi-

neer observes, that this increased cost " is more in consequence of an

increased quantity of work, than an under valuation of the work, then

deemed necessary to be done : and this increased quantity has been the

result of a change of circumstances, during its progress, showing a

necessity for changes, not only in the character of some of the struc-

tures, but in the mode of operation, with a view to its speedy comple-

tion ;—most such changes, however, being rendered necessary for the

greater security and permanency of the work : and, as time developed

its increased importance as a public benefit, and the consequent in-

creased confidence in its value, as a property, it was deemed advisable

to incur additional expenses not contemplated in the original esti-

mate.

"I would here instance that portion of the road lying in the Pon-

toosuc Valley. With the limited knowledge of the character of the

stream here, at the time of the original estimate, and, judging of its

effects in times of freshets, from the comparatively unstable character

of the structures then existing on the turnpike, occupying almost the

immediate line of the rail-road, in tolerable security, it was then

judged that structures of the more ordinary kind, with common rubble

masonry for bridge abutments and side walls, would give ample secu-

rity to the road, and such were estimated for. But the experience, in
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time, of our personal knowledge of the effects of freshets in this stream,

proved the necessity of abandoning such structures, and resorting to

others of a more costly and permanent character. Stone arches of

large openings were adopted, requiring masonry of a very different and

superior character to support them ;—rendering it necessary too to

resort to great depths in search of permanent rock foundations below

the bed of the stream. This was the more readily acceded to at the

time, from the belief (as every appearance indicated) that materials

suitable for such structures would be obtained from the rock cuts in

their immediate vicinity. But soon after they were commenced, and the

character of the stone was exposed by the opening of the cuts, it proved

entirely unfit; and the contractor was compelled to resort to quarry-

ing and hauling the stone from a distance, and over roads almost im-

passable ;—thus rendering it necessary to increase his prices to meet

this additional cost.

" In reference to the increased cost of the Connecticut River

Bridge,—I can only say, that after a minute examination of the bed of

the river by boring, it was found to be of such a nature, as to require

more than ordinary precaution to obtain and secure foundations for

the piers and abutments, and the facilities afforded by our rail road to

procure stone from a distance east of the river, suited to masonry of a

superior and entirely different character from what was contemplated,

although at a cost greater than originally estimated for, still within

limits deemed reasonable when compared with the importance of such

a structure—for these considerations a total change in the character of

the bridge was recommended and adopted, necessarily involving

greater cost. The necessity, too, of completing the work of founda-

tions, and getting all the masonry above ordinary low water, in one

season, that our dams and caisons might not be destroyed by the ice,

necessarily increased the cost. The Board of Directors have had fre-

quent opportunities of seeing the work in its progress, and I need not

here describe the difficulties contended with.

" The difficulties of estimating the relative proportions of the vari-

ous kinds of excavation along such a line, I think will be admitted by

all acquainted with it: and, therefore, a change of results arising from

this cause, of which there is a large portion, may not be thought very

extraordinary. I feel confident, notwithstanding the increased cost,

and I think the Board, from their intimate knowledge of the work in

its progress, through all its stages, will agree with me, that nothing has

been expended, beyond what is deemed advisable, and necessary to the
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permanency and usefulness of the work ; and recent experience in the

late freshet, has shown the propriety of what has been done.

" In the estimate submitted with the report on the final location in

183S, the total amount of work to be done was as follows:

" Thus showing an increase in the amount of excavation of 834,935

ynrds of earth,— 129,530 yards of rock, and a decrease of 37,145

yards of loose rock—making in all, an increase in the amount of ex-

cavation of 927,326 yards, and an increase in the quantity of masonry

of 55,800 perches.

" This increase of quantity was caused by

" 1st. Change in the operations in the execution of the work, with a

view to its more speedy completion by wasting earth and rock intended

for embankments, and borrowing to replace it—when to make the em-

bankments from the cuts as intended, would confine the operations to

one end of the cut. I would instance as the most striking—the sum-

mit sections in Washington, and Sections No. Ill, 110, 81, 68, 67,

62, 53.

"2nd. Changes of the line in some places and raising the bed of the

road, with a view to its better security against freshets. After the

freshet of 1839, the whole line from the Connecticut river to the end

of the 6th division, a distance of 28 miles, was relocated, and in many

places was raised 3 feet, on an average. A portion of the 7th division

was also raised, to be beyond the reach of the freshets.

" 3rd. Grading for double track—not estimated for,—as the extent

was left to be governed by circumstances, to be developed during the

progress of the work. Over one half in length of the road west of the

Connecticut river, is graded to full width for a double track, and this

is in all ca-es, the heaviest part of the work.

" 4th. The sinking of heavy embankments, and slides from side-hil

cuts obliged to be removed. I here instance Sections 110, 106, 90,
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63, 62, 53 and 49. And a breach in the canal feeder in Russell,

which took off 16,000 yards of an embankment.
u 5th. Wasting earth intended for embankments which was unfit

—

and borrowing to supply its place. This occurred to a large extent

on Section 63, and more or less on several other sections.

" The increase in the quantity of masonry, is caused chiefly by the

change in the character of the structures in the Pontoosuc valley.

There has been, however, a large quantity of bank wall, beyond the

original estimate—rendered necessary to secure against slides in the

cuts. This could not be estimated with any very great degree of ac-

curacy until after the cuts were opened.

" The increased amount in the expenses of the Engineer department
,

arises from the fact, that the original estimate provided only to the

end of 1840, while the present statement provides for 1841.

" Having thus shown the amount of work executed beyond that con-

templated in the original estimate of 1838—and the circumstances

which have governed not only the increased quantity, but in some

cases, the increased value of the work executed, I proceed to show

the effect on the cost of the road.

tc The original estimated cost for graduation, masonry, bridging, su-

superstructure, depot buildings and engineer department to 1838,

was 82,1 1-2,464 13

Add for extra earth work as shown,

834.935 yards, at estimated price, . . 208,734 00

Extra rock do 145,728

Extra price on earth, 27,839 94

rock, 29,968 98

Extra quantity of masonry, at estimated

price, . 156,240

Extra price on masonry, 32,498 40

601,009 32

Deduct for less loose rock than

estimated for, 22,287 00

Less cost of superstructure do. 17,924 05

Do. do. bridging do. ... 32,711 00

Do. do. graduation do. . . . 200,723 49

273,645 54 327,363 88

Add for increased cost of Connecticut River Bridge, 48,000

" Depot buildings, 5,553 29
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Add for increased cost of Engineer department, 25,000
" " " Contingencies, 2,002 57

Total present estimate of the above items as before, $2,520,383 87"

In reference to the present increase for Engines and Cars, as before

remarked, the original estimate was only designed to cover the expense

of barely putting the road in operation in the first instance, and that

was estimated in proportion to the amount then deemed necessary for

the road east of the river. But even for the present business there, it

has been found necessary to increase the amount first estimated, and

this is found inadequate. And when the road is opened through and

in full operation from Boston to Albany, the business upon it must re-

quire a very large increase in this item. The annexed table marked

C. will show the actual expenses of a variety of Companies for their

moving power. It will there be seen that the average expenses of 7

Companies in this country for this purpose, is about 83,000 per mile.

These are short roads comparatively, on which a greater part of the

cars can always be in daily use. The Utica road carries no freight.

But upon a long road destined to do a large freighting business, it will

always happen that large portions of the cars will be scattered along

the line, or be left at one end of the road when wanted at the other,

and it will be found, in practice, that the Company must have on hand

nearly or quite double the number of freight cars, ordinarily in daily

use.

The increase in the item of Miscellaneous Expenses, including sala-

ries, office rents and expenses, has been principally caused by the fact

that the original estimate was made to include expenses to June, 1841,

only. And the road proving to be much longer in construction than

was anticipated, this item is now estimated to June, 1842. Some

small addition is, however, made, on account of the increased difficul-

ties of the work since Dec. 1838.

As to the large item of interest, nothing was ever included for it, in

any estimate prior to the present time. When the estimate of 1838

was made, very little interest had accrued ; and without adverting

very particularly to the subject, it was assumed, and perhaps inadvert-

ently, that the interest would be provided for out of the future income

of the road. And this omission was continued in the abstract of the

estimates contained in the Report of the Directors to the Legislature

in January, 1839.
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The present excess of about $5,000, under the head of land dam-

ages, depot lands and fencing, has been caused, 1. By charging this

account with the amount paid to extinguish the franchise of the Pon-

toosuc Turnpike, rendered necessary to provide for the road-bed

through the pass of the mountains, and which the agent had supposed

was chargeable to construction account .... $2,500

2. And in 1838, it was supposed that land for depots would

be given west, as in most cases it had been east of the

river. But the" corporation were corrpelled to pay for this

object 2,450

3. To which is added amount paid for 1J acres of land at

the west end of the Connecticut River Bridge, not before

estimated, 1,095

$6,045

It is proper to add, in this connexion, that the present depot arrange-

ments at Boston are found to be wholly inadequate for the accommo-

dation of the freighting business ; and that it is not improbable, that at

no distant period, it may become necessary to provide a separate mer-

chandise depot there for the business of the Western road only. In

that event, a large expense may be incurred, for which no estimate is

made.

The largely increasing business at Springfield will also require con-

siderable additions to the accommodations at that station beyond those

already estimated for and provided.

In former Reports, the Directors have expressed great anxiety for

the construction of the road between the State line and Albany.

They had, from time to time, relied upon repeated assurances given

them by their friends at Albany, that that portion of this great thorough-

fare should be completed as soon as the road within this State should

be opened for use. But as the latter was rapidly advancing to its com-

pletion, the friends of the enterprise in both States began to entertain

serious apprehensions, that, without some very decisive action upon the

subject, these expectations could not be answered.

It became most manifest to the undersigned, that, without this com-

munication with the Hudson river at Albany, and with the Western

trade, the advantages anticipated from the construction of the Western

Rail-road would never be realized, that the income of it must be com-

paratively small—the value of the stock seriously affected. It was also

apparent, that, even if the Albany and W. Stockbridge road should be
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constructed—if it was made with a light rail, and in the mode usually

adopted in that State, it would not be adequate to sustain the business

for which the Western road was designed, and which alone could make

the latter profitable or useful. The Directors were also satisfied, that

if the road within the state of New York should, when made even in

the best and most substantial manner, either immediately or at a

remote period, fall under the control of a class of men hostile to a free

communication between Albany and Boston, or more favorable to a

free interchange of business between Albany and New York, the impo-

sition of tolls or rates of fare might establish as perfect a non-inter-

course between Massachusetts and the great West, as the natural im-

pediments of the country have heretofore interposed. And the excite-

ment recently caused in the city of New York, by the present prospect

of the completion of the road, leaves now no doubt, that a combina-

tion of persons, having adverse interests, might, by a purchase of the

stock in the Albany and West Stockbridge road, have effectually de-

prived the Western road of a great share of the business for which so

large an expenditure was incurred ; and have defeated one main object

of its construction.

Fully impressed with the importance of these considerations, the

Stockholders and Directors, in the early part of the last year, deputed

a large joint committee, to repair to Albany, with power to open, and

provisionally to close negociations, which should secure the prompt con-

struction of the part of the road within the state ofNew York, upon terms

as advantageous to this company as was practicable. That commit-

tee found serious impediments to the construction of the road by the

citizens of that state : and, if these had been surmounted, they were

assured, that a light road, with a flat rail, would alone be attempted:

and that it would be done by means of a loan by the city of Albany, in

such a manner as might throw the stock of the company, into the mar-

ket and, at no remote period, hazard the entire control of the road.

Before this visit of the committee, the Directors of the Albany and

West Stockbridge Rail-road Company had caused extended surveys to

be made upon several routes between Albany and West Stockbridge,

and a very minute Report by their engineer, accompanied by maps

and profiles, and voluminous tables of estimates of the cost of the seve-

ral lines, was presented, for the inspection of the Committee. These

estimates, upon the most favored route, amounted to a sum somewhat

less than §650,000 for the whole line ; and those gentlemen with whom

the Committee were negociating, expressed, and without doubt enter-
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tained the opinion, that that sum would be adequate for the purpose,

provided an arrangement should be made with the Hudson and Berk-

shire Rail-road Company, by which about 14J miles of their road

should be used jointly with them as a part of the line of the Albany

and West Stockbridge road. The Committee had no other means than

the above, of judging of the soundness of this opinion. But, upon a

conference with Directors of the Hudson Company, they became satis-

fied that the arrangement proposed might be made with them ; and,

indeed, subsequently, a preliminary and conditional agreement was

made with that company to that effect.

The Committee, therefore, felt it to be their duty to assent to, and

complete an arrangement, by which the road from the State line to

Albany should, as well in its construction, as in its future use and

management, be placed entirely under the direction of the Western

Rail-road Corporation. Subsequently, this arrangement was unani-

mously approved by the Directors, and also by the Stockholders, at a

meeting called for the purpose. To effect it, a temporary preliminary

agreement was made with the city of Albany, and the Albany and

West Stockbridge Rail-road Company, by which the city agreed to

subscribe to the stock of that company to the amount of $650,000, and

to issue their scrip to that amount, for the construction of the road,

payable in 30 years ; the Albany and West Stockbridge Rail-road

Company agreed to commit the construction of the road to this corpo-

ration, under the charter of that company, and covenanted to make

with this corporation, a permanent Contract of Transportation, under

the Massachusetts Statute of 1838, Chap. 99,—with a lease of the road

during 50 years, the continuance of their charter ;—and this corpora-

tion agreed, on their part, to construct the road, and open and run the

same for public use, receive the income, and pay the interest upon the

scrip, and the principal when it should fall due, reserving, however,

the right to substitute a part of the Hudson road, as had been pro-

posed ; thus, in fact, paying for the road, with funds advanced by the

city, and having, by the contract of transportation, a permanent lease

of it when made. Provision was made for an active and efficient sink-

ingfund, which it is believed will be adequate, with prudent manage-

ment, for the eventual redemption of the scrip.

The permanent contract of transportation has not yet been drawn

up, but it will soon be prepared ; and as directed by law, a copy of it

will be appended to the Annual Report made next after its completion.

In the meantime, the various routes suggested for the location of

10
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that part of the road, have, during the past season, been fully ex-

amined and re-surveyed ; a part of the line has been established and lo-

cated, extending from Greenbush, opposite to Albany, to its junction

with the Hudson road at " Groats," in North Chatham. This is 22J
miles from the river at Greenbush, and about 15 miles from the State

line. The whole of this has been put under contract for grading,

upon favorable terms, and about 12 miles of it is successfully in pro-

cess of graduation. The work is not yet in a state to enable the un-

dersigned to say definitely when it can be finished. An effort is ma-

king by the executive officers immediately in charge of it. to finish the

grading in season to lay down the rails during the present year. But

as yet, there are such serious delays, and so many obstacles occasioned

by the difficulty of obtaining the rights of way, that the Directors fear,

that the road cannot be opened for use until the spring or summer of

1842. And here it is proper to remark, that the experience of this

Corporation has generally shown, that it was bad economy to lay the

rails in the autumn of the year, upon a road-bed, recently graded ;

—

especially where much of the soil is of clay or hard-pan, or, where

there are heavy embankments. The importance of the completion

of this part of the work, however, and the zeal with which it has been

entered upon, are an earnest that it will be urged forward, with the

greatest despatch, consistent with a prudent economy.

The estimates of the Engineers upon the re-surveys of this part of

the line, were made up late in the autumn of the last year. From a

comparison of these, with the estimates of the former Engineer, sub-

mitted to ihe committee at Albany, on the previous spring, it became

apparent to all parties, that the latter were exceedingly defective and

insufficient. It is true, they were known to have been made for a road

with a light rail, and allowance had been made for this fact. But, on

reviewing them, nothing is found included for the cost of purchasing

or grading a Depot at Greenbush, or for a dock, pier, or a ferry com-

munication with the city, or for Depot buildings there, or in Albany,

or on the line of the road; nor is any estimate made whatever for ma-

sonry, or for Engines and Cars to equip the road. The estimate ac-

tually made for land for the road-way, proved to be very inadequate : and

the new surveys and examinations have disclosed about 8 or 10 times as

much rock-cutting as was estimated upon the prior ones. And it being

now a conceded point,^hat the greater part of the road from Albany

to Groats, must be a common thoroughfare for the business of the

New York and Albany road, and of the Housatonic and West Stock-
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bridge road, as well as of the Western Rail-road, there seems to the

undersigned an absolute necessity for grading that part of the road for

a double track.

During the progress of the surveys upon which these results were dis-

closed, the Chief and Resident Engineers were requested to make a

careful and minute examination and survey of that part of the present

Hudson road lying between Groats and the State line, with a special

view of ascertaining the character and condition of the work, and its

capacity to sustain the business destined for the Western and Albany

roads. That examination was had, and the Engineers have given an

opinion, that that road is wholly incompetent for such a business, and

that it will not sustain the engines necessary for the beneficial use of

the united roads. It has grades upon it of 41 feet and upwards per

mile for 7J miles, 4 miles of which, are from 71 to 80 feet per mile.

A strong desire was therefore entertained, either to make a radical im-

provement of that road, and to lay down a heavy T rail upon it, or to

make a new road there, entirely independent of that, or one occupying

a portion only of the bed of that road.

With this view, the Engineers had previously commenced, and have

now closed surveys and estimates, for each of these modes of remedy-

ing the difficulties thus interposed, and it has been ascertained that a

good route may be there obtained, either wholly, or principally inde-

pendent of the Hudson road, at a grade not exceeding 40 feet per mile.

The estimates upon these modifications will be stated hereafter. In

the meantime, a full representation of all these facts, so far as they

were then known, was made to the Directors at Albany, by the Agent,

near the close of November last ; and through them to the Common
Council of the city of Albany. And that body unanimously resolved

to apply to the Legislature of New York for authority to subscribe a fur-

ther sum of $350,000 to the stock of the Albany and West Stockbridge

Rail-road Company, and to issue further bonds or Scrip to that amount.

The undersigned have no reason to doubt that the authority will read-

ily be given, and the proposed subscription made in good faith. A
confidence in the result has induced them to proceed with the work

between Albany and Goats without delay, as before stated.

The following statement, prepared by the engineers, is submitted as

an estimate for the cost of the Albany and West Stockbridge Rail-

road :
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1st.—From Albany to Groats, about 22f miles

—

Grading, bridges and masonry, including Greenbush De

pot, . ...
Superstructure, .

Depot Buildings,

Land Damages,

Fencing and Cattle-guards,

Depot Lands, including for Pier Wharf Ferry, &,c,

Engineering, superintendence, instruments, &,c,

Depot in Albany, and Steam Ferry Boat, .

Add, for miscellaneous expenses,

" " interest,

$12,000

45,000

$431,850

230,923

24,669

49,854

23,773

41,154

26,745

65,000

$893,968

57,000

$950,968

2d.—From Groats to the State line, single track and

new road

—

Bridging and masonry,

Superstructure, .

Depot Buildings,

Land Damages,

Fencing and Cattle-guards,

Engineering, Superintendence and Instruments,

Add, for miscellaneous expenses, . . $8,000

" interest, 25,000

Total, Groats to State line, ......
Add, Albany to Groats,

Total, for independent road, Albany to State line, 38.115

214,249

149,860

3,842

34,131

12,674

14,080

$428,836

33,000

461,836

950,968

miles, $1,412,804

By the use of the Hudson road to the greatest extent

practicable, say 5 miles, unless that road is adopted entirely

with the grades now upon it, the estimate from Groats to

the State line may be reduced by 46,400
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For repairing the present road-bed, masonry and bridges

of the Hudson road, and laying a heavy rail, the estimate

of the engineers is ....... . 155,551

And for grading and bridging the same for a second

track, and laying superstructure,—iron rail, . . . 212,857

Each of the three last items is exclusive of any payment

to the Hudson company for the necessary privileges.

Upon the question of the probable income of the road within the

state of New York, the undersigned have collected no statistical infor-

mation, and have made no particular calculations. Nor have they

deemed this necessary to satisfy the friends of the Western road of the

importance, and, indeed, the absolute necessity of constructing it, and

that in the best and most permanent manner. They consider it as the

key to the whole Western business—as the key-stone of that magnifi-

cent work, to the construction of which the energies and resources of

the State, and of her citizens have been devoted, with patriotic ardor,

for the last five years : and upon the completion of which have, for so

long a period, been suspended the hopes of every friend to the advance-

ment and prosperity of our ancient Commonwealth.

But independent of this consideration, they believe that that road

will, in itself, be a profitable investment. Upwards of 20 miles of it are

upon the same line with the New York and Albany Rail-road, and

must do the business of that road—90 miles of which have been

recently advertised for contract. The Housatonic Rail-road, extend-

ing from Bridgeport on the Sound through Connecticut and Massa-

chusetts, forms another important auxiliary, whose business with Al-

bany and the West must pass upon the whole length of the Albany and

West Stockbridge Rail-road. Thirty-five miles of that road are in

operation, and thirty-nine miles more are now grading, and are to be

opened to the public the present year; and a road contemplated from

Greenbush to Troy, 6 miles, will soon open a communication with that

city, and with the whole northern line of rail-roads, and lake naviga-

tion. And when to these sources of income is added the business of

the Western road, it seems to the undersigned, that even the most

cautious and timid must concede, that the Albany and West Stock-

bridge road cannot be an unprofitable undertaking.
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The receipts and expenditures of the Corporation for the year past as

stated by the Treasurer's account of January 1, 1841, are asfollows:

Receipts.

Balance of Fifth Annual Account, January 1, 1840, . 92,282 86

Received on 3d Assessment, 350
a "4th " 695
tt "5th " 735
H "6th " 740
(( "7th " 138,595
it "8th " 77,880

218,995
it from Transportation Department, 109,305 43
tt

tt

Exchang

for Timber Lands sold, . .

" State Scrip sold at par, . 235,555 56

e drawn against Scrip unsold, . 2,309 14

770 48

237,864 70

Pledge of State Scrip, &c, as per notes

payable 549,243 16

Out-standing Drafts in favor of contract-

ors not yet due, 51,656 73

600,899 89

Amount due Baring, Brothers &, Co.,

Liverpool, 63,287 93

Less balance of last year, 12,526 05

Rents and Lands sold,

From Albany and W. Stockbridge R. R. Co.,

" City Bank,

For sale of Rails to Eastern Rail-road

and Norwich Rail-road,

For sale of Oxen and Wagon, ....

Expenditures.

Amounts paid for Incidental Expenses, 12,342 95
Construction, including Iron, . . . 1,117,609 37

Engineer Department, 30,620 05

50,761 88

7,510 89

52,713 17

111,654 83

2,860 51

249 36

1,485,869
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Land Damages, 24,725 05

Depot Lands, 360

Interest on Bonds and Notes, .... 87,448 12

Engines and Cars, &c, 28,929 91

Depot Buildings, ........ 25,671 86

Expense of Transportation Department, 66,277 12

Amount paid for Contingent fund, . . 1,393 76

" " " Drafts in favor of Con-

tractors (unpaid Jan. 1, 1840,) . . 57,850 05

1,453,228 24

Balance to new account, 32,640 76

$1,485,869 00

The balance consists of Cash, . . . 6.953 98

Do. in hands of G. Bliss, Agent, ... 270 63

G. W. Whistler, Agent Transportation, . 16,222 78

Notes Receivable, 96,499 11

119,946 50

Less balance of Exchange account, . . 81,759 39

Balance of Agent of moving power, . 5,546 35
87,305 74

$32,640 76

To entitle the Corporation to the full benefits of the Act of 1839,

to aid the construction of the road, they were required to lay two ad-

ditional assessments upon the stock of the company of five dollars each,

and to collect a specific amount upon each from the private Stockhold-

ers. These assessments have been laid, and the required amounts col-

lected upon them, during the past year.

The amount of capital paid in is the proportion which is collected

upon the eight assessments of $150,000 each, laid upon the stock,

amounting in the whole, to $1,200,000

And there had been collected upon these

on the 1st of January inst., the follow-

ing sums, viz

:
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On th e 1st assessment,

t* 2d ff

<( 3d ti

tt 4th u

tt 5th II

(t 6th is

tt 7th ((

tt 8th tt

$150,000

150,000

149,185

149,150

149,185

148,915

138,595

77,880

Balance due and uncollected,

1,112,910

887,090

The 7th and Sth assessments having been recently laid are now in

process of collection. And the small amounts yet due upon the prior

assessments are constantly diminishing, though at a slow rate. The
amounts due upon the 5th, 6th, 7th and Sth, and a part of that due

upon the 4th, are secured by a lien upon the stock. And the Treas-

urer is of opinion that, with the aid of the contingent fund applicable

to this object, there will be little or no eventual loss upon any of the

assessments, or upon notes taken therefor, with a pledge of the stock

as collateral.

The whole of the State Scrip authorized to be issued to the Corpor-

ation under the Acts of 1838 and 1839, has been received amounting

to

And there had been sold in England

at the date of the last advices prior

to Jan. 1, and drawn for

And the Treasurer of the Corpora-

tion has drawn upon the Agents

against the balance of Scrip un-

sold, and in anticipation of sales,

Total not sold, or drawn for,

$3,300,000

$1,463,555 56

657,423 66—2,120,979 22

$1,179,020 78

The Scrip sold, has been disposed of at from par to 4 per cent, ad-

vance.

Sinking Fund.

At the close of 1839, the sinking fund amounted to $115,528 29

And there was paid to it by the Treasurer in 1840,

from the premium on State Scrip sold, and on Ex-

change, . .... 22,933 73
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And there will be due to the fund from the same sources

from Scrip sold, and to be paid over when the ac-

counts of sales are received, the sum of . . 7,595 35

Making the principal of the fund, . . . $146,057 37

The two first items have been on an annual interest at 6 per cent,

from the times of payment of the same to the Commissioners. And
there will hereafter be added to this fund, the premium or profits of the

Scrip remaining to be sold, and one per cent, on the whole amount

of Scrip, annually, from the income of the road—the whole to be kept

on interest, and constitute a fund for the final redemption of the Scrip.

The Directors ask leave to refer to the computations contained in their

Report of Jan. 1840, for a detailed statement of the probable proceeds

of this fund, and the opinion of the Board as to its sufficiency for the

eventual payment of the whole Scrip ; and they are confirmed in their

opinion, that the income of the road will pay the interest upon the loan,

and that, in no event, can the State sustain any loss.

TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT.

The operations of the road eastward of Connecticut river", have been

a subject of much interest to the Directors during the past year. This

part of the road was opened to the public at the commencement of the

winter season, and under circumstances of great discouragement.

The Board, at that time, were fully convinced, that, under the most

favorable auspices, the result of the first six months' operations could

present no criterion by which to judge of the success of the enterprise.

And this opinion was expressed in the Report of last year. That

period embraced a season of the year, when, even in prosperous times,

few rail-roads in New England have heretofore received an income

much, if any, beyond their current expenses. It was, moreover, a sea-

son of unusual depression in business. The new channels of commu-

nication with the road, and the new means of access to it, so indispen-

sable to the business of any road, had not then been provided. And

when to this was superadded the facts, that the winter proved one of

the severest and most inclement ever known, that the existing roads

became much obstructed by deep snows, and that the stage coaches

with the mails, continued through the season upon the same line of

travel in active competition with the cars, the Directors were persuaded

11
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that, till the opening of the spring-business, at least, the operations of

the road, could hardly be said to have commenced.

Notwithstanding these considerations, the undersigned find, in the

result of the business of the year, cause to congratulate the friends of

the enterprise.

There has been received, on account of this department, from Jan'y

1, to Dec. 31, 1840:

For transportation of passengers, . $70,820 79
" " merchandise, . 38,359 78

« " U. S. Mail from

March 14, . 3,166 82

$112,347 39

The expenditures of this department, for

the same period were :

For repairs of road, .... 10,2S0 95

" " engines and cars, . . 6,289 39

" miscellaneous expenses, including

all other expenses of this depart-

ment, 45,501 38

62,071 72

Balance, net receipts 1 year, . . $50,275 67

A table annexed will show these receipts and expenses monthly.

Exclusive of these expenses, the general expenses of the corpora-

tion, such as salaries of President, Treasurer and Agent, &,c, and the

incidental expenses of their departments have been, during the year,

$12,342 95. Dividing these upon the entire road per mile, 6-11 is

chargeable west of the river, and the balance to transportation east.

On this basis the account will stand :

Total receipts, $112,347 39

Expen4kures of transportation proper, $62,071 72

5-11 of general expenses, . . 5,610 43

67,682 15

Net proceeds all expenses paid, .... $44,665 24

The distance run by the trains during the year was

94,404 miles. The expense being $67,682 15, it is

per mile, 71 cents and 19-100ths of a cent.

The receipts and expenditures of the last six months of the year,

from July 1, to Dec. 31, 1840, are as follows, viz :
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Total receipts from passengers, . . $43,957 74

merchandise, . 20,038 96

U. S. Mail 2 Qrs. 2,000 00

65,996 70

The expenses the same time were . 30,179 25

Half of above item of general expenses, 2,805 21 32,934 46

Net income for last 6 months, . . §33,012 24

The number of miles run during the 6 months, 53,904 : the ex-

penses of the same being $32,984 46, it is per mile 61 cents and

19-100ths of a cent.

In judging of the first year's income of this insulated portion of our

road, it is important to remark, that experience on the subject, in this

country and in Europe, strikingly shows, that except, perhaps, in one

or two instances, influenced by local causes, the income of the first

year is not a proper standard by which to judge of the productiveness

of the permanent business. The statements of other roads will, with

great uniformity, show a gradual increase from year to year, to which

as yet, there seems to be no limit. A table annexed hereto will show

in detail, the correctness of this remark in reference to several roads.

And, from that, it will be seen, that the net income of the following

roads increased as follows :

The Boston and Lowell, in 4 years, from $89,798 to $149,068

Worcester, 4 " " 86,050 " 105,423

Providence, 5 " " 93,345 " 213,876

Taunton Branch, . . 3 " " 45,760 " 57,310

Camden and Amboy, . . 7 " " 181,000" 427,000

Liverpool and Manchester, . 9 " ,£71,097 " .£111,181

And when we take into view the fact, that the present income of the

Western road is derived almost entirely from the local business, that

the mountains of Berkshire interpose nearly impassable barriers to

intercourse with the west, and that the outlet of the Erie Canal, to

unite with which has been one great object of this enterprise, and

whose annual business exceeds 1,500,000 tons, is at present inacces-

sible, it is perfectly obvious, that the receipts of the last season can

furnish no criterion of the future income of the road. The Directors

confidently believe, that, when this great route shall be completed to

Albany, and in full operation, uniting, as it must, the shipping, the
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manufactures, the commerce, and the fisheries of the east, with the

rich farms and countless thousands of the west, it will become one of

the greatest thoroughfares in the country.

Boston, January 28, 1841.

THOMAS B. WALES,
WILLIAM JACKSON,
ELIAS HASKET DERBY,
NATHAN CARRUTH,
JOHN W. LINCOLN,
PARKER L. HALL,

Directors.

Suffolk ss. January 28, 1841.

Sworn to, before me,

ELLIS GRAY LORING, Justice of the Peace.
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Statement, showing the Monthly Receipts and Expenses of

the Western Rail-road, from Jan. 1st to Dec. 31st, 1840.

Receipts.

Months. Passengers. Merch'dize. Mails. Total. Expenses. Net Income. Miles
run.

Jan. 2,499 40 2,521 72 . 5,021 12 8,642 23
}

5,778

Feb. 3,969 20 3,184 02 • 7,153 22 4,809 73 243 14 5,508

Mar. 3,099 88 2,948 69 166 82 6,215 39 4,694 63
,

5,724

April, 4,067 69 4,405 17 333 33 8,806 19 4,709 65 4,096 54 6,156

May, 5,219 60 3,197 35 333 33 8,750 28
1

4,609 36 4,140 92 8,424

June, 8,007 28 2,388 73 333 34 10,729 35*

1

4,426 87 6,302 48 8,910

July, 6,987 06 2,434 04 333 33 9,754 43 3,890 95 5,863 48 10,189

Aug. 9,316 77 2,511 62 333 33 12,161 7J> 4,199 91 7,961 81 10,259

Sept. 12,750 74 3,497 34 333 34 16,581 42 5,126 56 11,454 86 10,960

Oct. 6,685 57 3,753 33 333 33 10,772 23 4,909 13 5,863 10 10,426

Nov. 4,498 05 3,468 88 333 33 8,300 26 6,490 77 1,809 49 5,642

Dec. 3,719 55 4,048 89 333 34 8,101 78 5,561 93 2,539 85 6,428

70,820 79 38,359 78 3,166 82 112,347 39 62,071 72 50,275 67 94,404
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B.

Table, shewing the Net Income of sundry Roads.

Year. Lowell
Rail-Road,

Boston and
Worcester.

Boston and
Providence.

Taunton
Branch.

Camden
and Amboy.

Liverpool and
.Manchester.
Pds. Sterling.

1831

1832

1833

1834

1835

1836

1837

1838

1839

£71,097

60,673

74,075

75,038

83,621

85,053

82,910

102,270

111,181

181,000

233,000

362,000

407,000

372,000

400,000

427,000

89,798

102,261

116,180

149,068

86,050

102,731

108,962

*105,423

93,345

135,583

94,645

145,071

213,876

45,760

48,132

57,310

* This year the deterioration for previous years was charged off.
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Statement of Amounts paid on sundry Roads for Engines,

Cars, fyc.

NAME OF ROAD. Length. Amount. Time. Amt. pr mile.

Boston and Providence, - 41 17-100 141,237 93 Jan. '38. 3,430

Boston and Lowell, - 25 75-100 120,327 02 « '39. 4,673

Boston and Worcester, 44 50-100 135,389 55 <( '38. 3,042

Taunton Branch, 11 24,454 89 H '38. 2,223

Nashua and Lowell, - 14 50-100 42,189 53 U '40. 2,909

Norwich and Worcester, - 58 90-100 108,917 60 Dec. '40. 1,854

Eastern, - - - - 51,840 95 Jan. »39. - - -

Utica and Schenectady, 70 171,189 95 H '39. 2,445

Grand Junction, England, 97 947,255 00 U '39. 9,765

London and Birmingham, do 112

1

1,444,538 00 it »39. 12,897

Average cost per mile of all the above Roads, - $4,804

Average cost of Roads in America, - - - 2,939

Average cost of Roads in New England, - - 3,022
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REPORT
OF THE

COMMISSIONERS OF THE SINKING FUND OF THE
WESTERN RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.

The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund of the Western Rail-road,

in compliance with the directions of the Statute of March 13, 1839,

submit the following Report :

—

Amount of Fund as by report of January, 1840, $118,817 75

Received from the Treasurer of the Western Rail-road,

during the present year, . . . . 22,933 73

Received for interest on loans, . . 7,237 06

Less amount paid for a set of books, . 27 63
7,209 43

Total amount of the Fund, 148,960 91

Which is invested on interest at six per cent., payable

semi-annually on the following securities :

—

On Mortgages, .... 122,100

On Collateral of Lowell Rail-road Stock, 7,217 75

" " Worcester " " 4,100

" " Massachusetts Scrip, 12,543 16

Loaned to the town of Gloucester, 3,000

148,960 91

If there be added to this the amount of interest accrued, but not

due, it will amount, on the first of January, 1841, to $150,231 95,

which was the whole amount of this Fund on that day.

DAVID WILDER,
JOS1AH QUINCY, Jr.

Commissioners of the Sinking Fund of the Western Rail-road.

Senate, Jan. 29, 1841.

Referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals. Sent down

for concurrence. CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Jan. 30, 1841.

Concurred. L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.


