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EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

DIRECTORS OF THE WESTERN RAIL-ROAD

CORPORATION

TO THE LEGISLATURE, JANUARY, 1844.

To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachu-

setts.

The Directors of the Western Rail-road Corporation, respectfully

submit the following account of their proceedings, and the results of

the operations of the road for the year 1843, being the Eighth Annual

Report of the Corporation to the Legislature.

Capital and Loans.

Amount received on assessments, 82,695,601 57

" of 3220 shares held by the

Corporation, . . . 282,479 39

Amount of 415 shares pledged to

the corporation, . . . 21,919 04
83,000,000 00

Amount of sterling bonds, ,£899,900 a $4 80 . 4,319,520 00

Albany city bonds, .... 1,000,000 00

$8,319,520 00

Receipts.

Received during the year 1S43,

For transportation of passengers, $275,139 64

merchandize, 275,696 19

" " mails, express-

es, &c, ,
23,046 68

2
$573,882 51
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Expenditures.

Expended during the year 1843, exclusive of

amount spent and charged to the cost of the

Road:

For repairs of road, . . . $48,364 52
" engines and cars, . 52,841 41

buildings, &c, . 7,055 46

For fuel, oil, salaries, wages, and

miscellaneous expenses, . . 195,711 67
$303,972 06

* In this is included the amount of certain expendi-

tures belonging to prior years, though paid in

1843, 20,145 63

Leaving the amount chargeable to the business

of 1843, $283,826 43

Amount paid the sinking fund of the Albany and

Western Rail-road, 10,000 00

f Interest accruing and paid during the year, being

the whole amount of interest on permanent and

floating debts, 284,482 49

$578 309 92

The number of miles run by locomotive engines,

during the year 1843, is with

Passenger trains, 216,139

Merchandize " 197,603

Miscellaneous " 27,866J

Total miles, . .... 441,608£

* Note.—This amount is made up as follows : Bills chargeable to period

prior to 1843, as collision damages, about $6,000 ; other bills, the balance, $12,236 60

Expenses paid in 1843, chargeable to deterioration of cars, &c., of a prior

period, 10,109 03

$22,345 63

Less amount, in part outstanding in 1843, 2,200 00

$20,145 63

t Note.—The balance of interest on Treasurer's books is less by $3,571 41, being

amount of interest paid in 1843, but accruing in former years.
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Sinking Funds.

The value of the sinking fund of

the Western Rail-road was on

the 1st of January, 1843, . $177,529 53

Amount of interest and dividends

received, .... 9,107 82

$186,637 40

Interest accrued but not due, . 2,372 17

Value of the fund, January 1, 1844, . . . $189,009 57

The value of the sinking fund

of the Albany and West Stock-

bridge Rail-road was, on the 1st

January, 1843, . . . $110,653 25

Interest received, . . . 6,899 27

" due but not paid, . . 915 06

" accrued but not due, . 2,033 20

Amount paid by Western Rail-

road Corporation, one per cent,

on amount of bonds, . . 10,000 00

Value of the fund January 1, 1844, . . . 130,500 78

Total value of the two funds, January 1, 1844, $319,510 35

The increase of the two funds, therefore, in the

year 1843 is

1. By interest accrued thereon during the year, . $21,327 52

2. " the annual payments to the Albany fund, . 10,000 00

$31,327 52

Assets

Independent of the road :

3,220 shares Western Rail-road stock a $52, . $167,440 00

Notes receivable, partly secured by a pledge of

shares, which at $55 per share may involve a

loss of $4,245 91, 28,188 23
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Amount due from Baring, Brothers & Co., London, 4,799 05

" " James Barnes, Superintendent, . 1,929 15

J. M. Ross, .... 4,595 00

Amount of outstanding bills in transportation de-

partment, 91,729 39

Amount of materials on hand, .... 84,682 64

Cash in hands Treasurer of Western Rail-road Co., 41,742 15

Albany & W. S. R. R.

Co., 15,270 00

$440,375 61

Debts.

Exclusive of the Massachusetts and Albany bonds :

Notes payable, .... $244,750 70

Sundry accounts, . . . 1,485 25

Interests due and unpaid on ster-

ling bonds, .... 3,660 00

Interest accrued but not due, . 48,815 54

on Albany bonds, 30,270 00

$328,981 49

In addition to the above, the corporation is liable, on the guaranty of

certain notes discounted at bank, which are secured by a pledge of

shares, which at $55 per share may involve a loss of $12,252 75, if

the notes should not be paid.

The annual statement of the treasurer is appended, marked N.

Operations of the Road.

Four passenger trains have passed over the entire length of the road

every day throughout the year—with the exception of Sundays, and an

occasional detention in winter—affording, by means of the Boston and

Worcester Rail-road on one hand, and the Albany and West Stock-

bridge Rail-road on the other, an ample, speedy and direct communi-

cation between the cities of Boston and Albany.

Regular trains for the transportation of merchandize have also trav-

ersed the road in both directions daily, with the exceptions mentioned

above, supplying abundant facilities for the cheap interchange of com-

modities between the east and the west.
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It is gratifying to the board to add, that the great number of miles

accomplished by the trains during the year has been attended with espe-

cial freedom from any accident of importance.

The total receipts of the year, as compared with the previous year,

were, from all sources,

In 1842, $512,688 28

In 1843, . . . . . 573,882 51

Increase, ...... $61,194 23

Showing an increase of sixty-one thousand one hundred and ninety-four

dollars and twenty-three cents—the particulars of which will be found

in Table C, appended hereto.

If we compare the receipts of the last eight months of the year 1842

with those of the corresponding portion of the year 1843, it will be

seen that there has been a constant increase in the business of the road,

both in passengers and freight, the receipts being as follows :

Passengers.

From May 1st to Dec. 31st, 1842, . $202,350 45

1843, .... 217,846 46

Increase,
' $15,496 01

Freight.

From May 1st to Dec. 31st, 1842, .... $174,897 87

1843, .... 219,199 72

Increase, $44,301 85

The aggregate increase from passengers and merchandize is thus

seen to be, in the last eight months of 1843, over the corresponding

period of 1842, $59,797 86, although the rates charged, both for pas-

sengers and freight, were in April, 1843, considerably reduced from

those charged in 1842.

Upon the subject of the rates proper to be charged for the transpor-

tation of passengers and merchandize on the Western Rail-road, there

has been some difference of opinion among the friends of the road.

With respect to merchandize, rates have been gradually fixed and a

system slowly established, in which all appear to acquiesce.

Exposed as the Western Rail-road is in various quarters to an active

competition by water, the prices charged on through freights, and to

those points where competition affects the route, must necessarily be

low, and no system of charges in proportion to the distance carried,
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can ever safely be established. This should afford no ground of com-

plaint to those whose business, from their location or otherwise, is not

affected by this competition. A judicious system of charges for freight

must ever be a subject of vital importance to the corporation, and its

importance is augmented by the fact that the income from the freight

and mail, during the past year, has exceeded the income from passen-

gers, and has also exceeded the entire expense of conducting the busi-

ness of the road.

With respect to passengers, there has been more difference of opin-

ion, both in the board and in the community. It cannot be doubted

that the common object of all, in the views which are held on this

question, is to produce the greatest income to the road ; and it is fortu-

nate that the question is narrowed down to limits that are not very wide

apart, and which the experience of another year will probably tend to

bring nearer together, and perhaps unite, in a rate alike beneficial to

the rail-road and the public.

Soon after the organization of the board in 1843, it was voted, after

much discussion, to reduce the rate for first class through passengers

to two cents, and the rate for first class way travellers to two and a half

cents per mile, and to make a proportionate reduction in the second

class passengers, provided the Boston and Worcester Rail-road Com-

pany should concur in the reduction. The measure having been sub-

mitted to the latter company—they refused their assent, and the vote

was defeated. With a view, however, to test the expediency of the

measure, the board voted to make the proposed reduction on through

passengers, from whom about one fifth only of the passenger income

has been derived, and on the 12th day of April last carried this reduc-

tion into effect and continued it until the first day of December, when

the Hudson River usually closes and the competition by water ceases.

At this period the charge for first class through passengers was ad-

vanced to 2£ cents per mile.

The number of passengers through and way for the last eight months

of the year, was

In 1842, - - 114,860J 1st Class, - 20,265 2d Class.

" 1843, - - 12I,400J " - 34,102 «

Increase, - - 6,540 13,837

From this statement it appears that there was for the last eight months

of 1843 an increase in the 1st class passengers of 6440, and in the 2d

class passengers, of 13,837.
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We find on a comparison of the number of 1st class passengers for

the whole year, that there is a diminution from the number of the same

class in the year 1842, though the number of the 2d class is very much

increased. Thus,

—

Total number of 1st Class passengers in 1842, - - 164,390

" " " " 1843, - - 160,412

Diminution in 1843, 3978

Total number of 2d class passengers in 1842, - - 26,046

" " " " « " 1843, - - 40,553

Increase in 1843, - - 14,507

The through passengers were in the last eight months of the year,

—

1st Class. 2d Class. Total.

In 1842, - 12,667 2425 15,092

" 1843, -
17,873J 5986i - 23,860

Increase, - - - 5206J - 3561J - 8768

In January 1842, the rates for 1st class through passengers was 85 50;

in April, in 1842, it was reduced to $5 00 ; in December, 1842, it was

advanced to $6 00 ; in April, 1843, it was reduced to 84 00 ; in De-

cember, 1843, it was advanced to $5 00. The rates for 1st class way

passengers during the past two years have not materially varied from

three cents per mile, and the rate for 2d class passengers has been two

thirds the rates for the 1st class.

The number of way passengers, was

1st Class. 2d Class. Total.

In 1842, - . 148,500 - 23,366 - 171,866

1843 - - 140,425 - 33,945J - 174,370J

Difference, - 8,085, diminution 10,579J, increase 2,504J

1st Class. 2d Class. Total.

For the last eight months of 1842, 102,193^ 17,840 120,033J
" " « " " " 1843, 103,527 28,1 15J 13 1,642

J-

Difference, - - (increase) 1,333J 10,275£ 11,609
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The whole number of tons carried one mile by the merchandize

trains during the year was, net, in 1843, - - - 9,414,621

in 1842, - - - 6,211,971

Increase in 1843, - - - 3,202,650

The whole tonnage is equal to 60,350 tons carried over the whole

length of the road, or 156 miles.

The number of miles run by locomotives with merchandize trains in

1843, being 197,603, we find it equal to 1267 trips through^ averaging

47f tons each train, net.

The through freight from Boston to Albany was, in 1842, 2472 tons
;

and in 1843, 5,268 tons ; shewing an increase in the amount of through

freight, going west, of 2,896 tons.

The amount of freight received at and sent from Boston, in connec-

tion with the Western Road, was

In 1842, 41,028 tons.

" 1843, - - - - - - - 56,368 "

Increase, 15,340 "

Flour received at Boston from Albany,

—

In 1842, 85,986 barrels.

" 1843, 123,366 "

Wool in 1842, 6,713 bales.

" 1843, 11,996 "

The repairs of the engines average 6T§ TT
cents per mile run.

The expense of the road per mile run, average 64J cents.

The number of miles run by passenger trains was

In 1842 - - 213,862

" 1843 - - - 216,139

Excess in 1843 2,277
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The number of miles run by Freight Trains was

In 1842 158,091
M 1843 - - - - - - - 197,603

Excess in 1843 39,512

The number of miles run by Engines for other purposes, such as re-

pairing road, extra, &c, was

In 1842 25,342

" 1843 27,S66J

Excess in 1843 2,524J
The accompanying tables exhibit, in as much detail as is consistent

with a report like this, these various facts, and reference is accordingly

made to them.

The election of Directors, both on the part of the Stockholders and

the State, having been long deferred, to await the report of their Investi-

gating Committees, the new Board of Directors was not organized until

the 21st of March, 1843.

One of the earliest subjects which engaged the attention of the Board,

was a proposition that the duties of President and Superintendent be

not united in the same person, which proposition was adopted.

Measures were also adopted to restrict the number of free tickets

upon the line within a narrow compass.

The subject of reducing the expenses of the Corporation, rendered

imperative by the state of its income and finances at the commence-

ment of the year, at an early period engaged the attention of the

Board.

By a unanimous vote of the Board, the amount appropriated for the

salary and clerk hire and office rent of the Treasurer, including his

compensation as treasurer of the Albany and West Stockbridge Com-

pany, was fixed, with his assent, at $2,800, the duties and responsibili-

ties of his office having been much diminished. The pay of this officer,

including the same items, heretofore was $6,000, which also included

his pay as Treasurer of the Albany and West Stockbridge Company.

The salary of the President has recently been fixed at 8500 for the

past year. The preceding year the President, who was also Superin-

tendent during most of the year, received 81,500 from this corpora-

tion, and as agent for the Albany and West Stockbridge Company the

sum of $1,500 also ; a part of that road being under construction, and

that sum being charged to account of that road.

s
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The salary of the Engineer was fixed at 82000 ; and, in March last,

the duties of Superintendent were assigned to him without any increase

of compensation.

A committee of retrenchment was appointed, who, after a minute

and careful investigation, made a unanimous report, and in accordance

therewith the Board, by a unanimous vote on the 20th of April last,

proceeded to carry out a very important reduction of the number and

salaries of the officers, and operatives in their service.

The road masters were reduced from three to one, who now has

charge of the line from Worcester to Albany.

One conductor of the passenger trains was dispensed with.

The pay of the station agents, clerks, mechanics, overseers of road

repairs, and other operatives, was reduced as far as appeared consistent

with a vigorous and efficient administration of the line. This reduction

was carried into effect, generally, on the 1st May, 1843.

At a later period of the year the masters of transportation at Albany

and Springfield were dispensed with, and the offices abolished,—the

offices of captain and mate of the ferry-boat at Albany united in one

person, and the expenses of the boat diminished. By reference to the

tables of transportation expenses, it will appear that the amounts paid

for services were

—

From May 1st to Dec. 31st, 1842, .... $70,411 66

« " " 1843, .... 54,644 56

Diminution in 1843, $15,767 30

This diminution in the expenses of the road, taken in connection with

the reduction of the pay of the treasurer, is at the ratio of $26,850 per

annum.

It will appear that the net income of the Western Rail-road, applica-

ble to the principal and interest of debts, has increased since the 1st

May last by the combined operation of reduced expenses and increased

business, nearly in the ratio of $10,000 per month, and there are indi-

cations that this rate of increase will continue through the winter.

Justice to the officers and operatives in the service of the corporation,

requires it to be stated that a cheerful compliance has very generally

been rendered on the part of all who were affected by the reduction.

Tables are annexed exhibiting all the expenditures of the road for the

year, arranged under their appropriate heads. These tables are ar-

ranged under the form of those appended to the report of last year
;
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but they do not admit of a direct comparison with those of that report.

They embrace the entire amount expended under the several heads,

and consequently include many unsettled accounts of a period prior to

1843. The final damages, for example, arising from the collision of

1841, amounting to nearly 16000, are included among them. These

items would have appeared in the accounts of the year to which they

properly belong, if it had been practicable to have prepared them in

season for adjustment ; they were therefore necessarily thrown forward,

and appear of course among the other accounts which originate and are

settled within the present year. In comparing the expenses of the two

years, these amounts should properly be first deducted from the tables

of 1843, and added to those of the previous years.

There is another class of expenditures embraced in these tables

which prevents a direct comparison between them and those of a for-

mer year. These expenses arise from those repairs which are neces-

sary to make good the deterioration of former years. If the expendi-

tures of the year are examined with this view, it will be found that

they are largely affected by charges of this kind. Many of the pas-

senger cars, for example, having been in use since the first opening of

the road in 1839, were found to require extensive repairs. They have

accordingly been refitted with entire new linings, seats, new pannels,

&c, &c, and the entire cost, (upwards of $3000,) appears in the ac-

counts among the expenses occurring in November. The merchandize

cars were in a like manner found to be unfit for the safe transportation

of merchandize ; the canvass coverings to the roofs of the cars were

much worn and burnt, and the merchandize was much exposed to in-

jury from the weather. It became, therefore, necessary to renew the

roofs of the cars, and to replace the canvass covers with some more

durable material. They were accordingly entirely repaired—the roofs

strengthened and covered with tin, the bodies of the cars re-painted,

and the whole put in perfect condition, in readiness for the heavy fall

business. This also involved a large expenditure, in addition to the

ordinary repairs of cars, which belongs to the deterioration of a former

period, although embraced in the expenditures of the present year.

The repairs of the road must also be examined before a comparison

can be instituted between the present and past years. The expenses

under this head include the repairs of the Albany and West Stock-

bridge Road for the entire year in 1843, whereas, in the preceding

year, they embrace only a period of eight months ; the repairs previ-

ous to May, 1842, having been made by the contractors for laying the
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rails, as a part of his contract. Similar remarks may be made with

respect to the repairs of the depot buildings and engines. Indeed,

every class of the expenditures is affected in some measure by consid-

erations of this kind, and if a strict comparison of one year with an-

other is required, the accounts must be strictly scrutinized with this

view. And even then the result will be far from satisfactory, unless,

in addition, the actual condition of the road, bridges, buildings, engines

and cars, and indeed of all the property of the corporation at the com-

mencement and close of each period, is accurately ascertained. And

after all this is done, the circumstances of each period must be taken

into consideration. Extraordinary freshets—the obstructions caused by

ice and snow, varying as they do between wide extremes—the extraor-

dinary expenses arising from accidents which human foresight cannot

always prevent, the liability to which increases in a greater ratio than

the business of the road—and the amount of the business itself of the

two periods—all conspire to render the task of comparison difficult and

unsatisfactory ; and whenever made, if it ever shall be, for any other

purpose than to shed the light which is gained from the experience of

the past upon the path of the future, will be fraught with the most inju-

rious consequences to the true interests of the road. If essential repairs

are neglected or deferred for the purpose of reducing the nominal ex-

penses of one year, the most ruinous results must follow. Under such

a system the increased hazard in operating the road, both to passengers

and to the immense amount of property in the daily charge of the cor-

poration, would involve a liability to an expenditure compared with

which the cost of the necessary repairs would be trivial. Any system,

therefore, which tends, however remotely, to produce such a state of

things, is most seriously to be deprecated.

A just economy, however, at all times requires that all expenditures

should be strictly scrutinized—that every unnecessary expense should

be curtailed—that the system of management should be varied when-

ever experience may suggest the probability of improvement—that the

salaries of the officers of the corporation, being neither extravagantly

high nor inadequately low, should be modified from time to time as

circumstances may appear to require, or as the duties of the officers

shall vary—that the exertions of all, in every capacity, entrusted with

duties, the humblest of which are oftentimes of great importance,

should be regulated solely by a desire to promote the best interests of

the corporation.
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In this spirit, and in this spirit only, will a review of the fact be at-

tended with advantage.

The relation of the current expenses of the road to its business is an

important element in the adjustment of the rates to be charged both for

passengers and freight. This relation can only be ascertained by ex-

cluding all expenditures which are not necessarily dependent upon that

business.

The total expenditures of the transportation department, as per table

D, annexed, including the unsettled accounts of previous years, among

them some of the collision damages of 1841, amount to 8303,973 06.

But, in order to form a comparison with the expenditures of 1842,

the following items should be taken into consideration, on account of

the various causes above alluded to, viz :

—

1. Bills paid in 1843, left unsettled in former years, $12,236 60

2. Repairs of Albany and West Stockbridge Rail-road,

for additional length of time in 1813 over 1842, 4,734 41

3. Services which prior to 1843 were charged to capital,

as treasurer, &c, now included in transportation

expenses, 3,142 08

4. Insurance in 1843 over 1842, .... 823 38

5. Expenses of ferry-boat in 1843, which were not

chargeable in 1842, exclusive of fuel, oil, &c. 4,521 94

6. Extraordinary repairs of passenger and freight cars

for the deterioration of former years, - - 9,109 03

7. Expense of clearing the track from snow in 1843, in

part, -------- 11,567 45

8. Estimate of expense in road repairs, directly charge-

able to a previous year, for broken plates, frogs,

&c. - - 1,000 00

847,134 89

Leaving, approximately, the comparative expenses of

1843, - 8256,838 17

This amount is stated, not as the current expenses of the year, but

as the amount to be compared approximately with the expenditures of

1842 without reference to the increased business of 1843.

The proper expenses of the year, however, without reference to any

comparison with the year 1842, are, as stated in a former part of this

report, $283,826 43.
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By reference to the report of 1842 it will appear that in making up

the statement of the expenditures of that year the extraneous expenses

were in great part first deducted.

Great pains have been taken to embrace in the accounts of 1843, all

outstanding claims, and it is believed that none of much moment are

left unadjusted.

The connection of the Western Rail-road with other rail-roads which

enter it at various points is also a subject of great importance.

The Norwich and Worcester, the Housatonic, the Hartford and

Springfield, which is now in progress, and will probably be completed in

October next, are all important to the Western road, particularly in win-

ter. The Hudson and Berkshire Rail-road has also many important

relations with the Western. The connection with the Boston and Wor-

cester Rail-road, however, is so essential, and the interests of the

Western road so much involved in the terms upon which that connec-

tion is maintained, that it has attracted a great deal of the attention of

the Board of Directors. The opinion has been prevalent that the exist-

ing terms are onerous to this corporation, and measures have been

taken to bring the whole matter under revision. It is to be hoped that

the result may be such, as, while it shall advance the interests of the

Western road, shall at the same time be perfectly fair and equitable.

Could the business of the two corporations bs kept as distinct as that of

others similarly situated, the interests of this corporation would be

greatly promoted.

As an index to the amount of income accruing to the Boston and

Worcester Rail-road Corporation from the joint business of the two

roads, it is proper to state that the amount derived from it by that cor-

poration during the year 1843, is about §153,000.

In view of the necessities of the road, measures were taken last year

to increase its locomotive power. Three engines ordered last year, in

addition to those previously owned by the corporation, were added in

the spring of 1843 ; and in the course of the summer two others were

ordered, one of which was received in August and the other in Sep-

tember.

The last were designed exclusively for passenger trains. But the

experience of the year has been such, that notwithstanding this addi-

tion to the power of the road, there is still, in the opinion of a majority

of the board, a deficiency of means at that period of the year when

the necessities of the road are most urgent, and that great inconve-
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nience is experienced not only by the corporation but by the customers

of the road on this account.

Were the business of the road more equally distributed throughout

the year a smaller number of engines might possibly be found ade-

quate to its wants. It will be found, by examining the tables of the

miles run by engines, that the great increase is thrown into the last

portion of the year. For example, the number of miles run by freight

trains was in October and November, 59,987, and in the four preced-

ing months only 64,075. This inequality, in the business of the road,

renders it a task of great difficulty to meet, with inadequate means, the

wants of the road, and interferes seriously with the business of the

community. It is in this view that there have been ordered to be in

readiness for the next season, three additional engines, designed exclu-

sively for the merchandize trains.

The number of merchandize cars has also been considerably in-

creased the past year. Sixty-five eight-wheeled cars, carrying about

twelve tons each, and of which twenty are platforms, have been added

to the stock of last year.

A schedule of the engines and cars owned by the corporation, will

be found among the tables annexed.

With respect to the present condition of the road, it may be stated

that it, as well as the engines and cars, is in as good a state of repair

and efficiency as at any former period. No pains have been spared to

preserve them all in a high state of order.

The annexed table marked A, exhibits the entire cost of the road

from Worcester to the State line, up to the 31st of December, 1843.

During the past year, considerable expenditures have been necessary

towards the further completion of the road and its equipment.

About 4,000 feet in length of woodsheds, have been erected for the

proper protection of the large amount of wood necessary to be kept

constantly on hand.

These sheds have been built at different stations upon the line of the

road, and together with those previously built, will be sufficient to cover

upwards of 20,000 cords of wood.

Additional provision has been necessary to procure a sufficient sup-

ply of water for the use of the engines at Charlton, Richmond and

Washington ; and at the latter place a passenger house has been

erected, and the arrangements of the station much improved.

A building has been erected at Springfield for the permanent ac-

commodation of the officers of the corporation, and adequate provision
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made for the protection of the books and other valuable papers of the

corporation from fire.* A sufficient supply of water has also been

secured for the better protection of the buildings and other property, at

Springfield, in addition to the means heretofore provided. This water

is conducted in logs, properly secured, through a bore four inches

diameter under the pressure of about fifty feet head to the different

buildings at the station, and to the bridge over the Connecticut river.

Some expense has also been incurred in grading the grounds in the

vicinity of the stations at Westfield, Becket, Warren, Washington, and

some others, for the better accommodation of the business at those

stations.

About 5,000 feet in length of fence has been erected in some of the

places most obstructed by snow, during the last winter, for the purpose

of protecting the track of the road against the heavy snow-drifts, which

have occasioned so much expense in keeping the road open ; the result

so far has been highly satisfactory, and the experience of the winter

will probably suggest the propriety of extending this mode of protect-

ing the track from snow.

A new freight house has been erected at Dalton for the accommoda-

tion of the increasing business at that station. An additional turnout

has also been built at Monson, the expense of which has been in part

borne by an individual interested in its establishment.

A considerable expense has been incurred, in consequence of the

falling of a wing-wall to an arch bridge, near the Middlefield turnout,

in the mountain region. This wall was about 70 feet in heighth, and

in the course of the last autumn gave indications of weakness, which

was soon followed by its fall, carrying with it about 170 feet in length

of the track. Preparation had previously been made for this event,

and after an interruption of about three days, the track was thrown

across the breach upon a temporary structure of timber. The repair

of this work cannot be completed until the spring, and the probable

expense may be estimated at $15,000. This failure arising from in-

sufficient strength in the original construction of the wall, the expense

of its restoration is properly chargeable to that head.

Considerable damage was also caused by a heavy freshet in October

last. An arched culvert, near West Springfield, 10 feet in width, ow-

ing to an insufficient water-way and defective foundations, was carried

away, and its place has been supplied by a wooden bridge of 15 feet

* The rent of a portion of this building, favorably located for stores adjacent to the

track, will defray the interest on the entire cost.
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span, resting upon stone abutments, the charge for which has been

carried to the account of construction.

The expense of the gravel trains, in removing the original road bed

in many places, where it has been found necessary, and supplying a

better material is also properly chargeable to this head, and, in con-

formity with the practice heretofore is accordingly carried to this

account.

Some preparations are also making for the strengthening the abut-

ment of the bridge at Tuttle Bend in Russell.

The Albany and West Stockbridge Road has been completed, and in

November last the accounts of the resident engineer were closed.

The annexed table, B, shows the entire cost of this road up to the

31st December, 1843.

The accommodations at the principal depot at Greenbush are ar-

ranged upon a large scale, and, owing to the unfavorable nature of the

site, at a great expense.

Ample means by the aid of machinery moved by steam power, are

provided for the transhipment of merchandize between the cars and the

canal boats, over a difference of level of upwards of 20 feet, at the or-

dinary height of the water.

A commodious ferry boat preserves the communication with the op-

posite shore of Albany, and a convenient access to it on both sides is

provided.

Several dwelling houses of brick have been erected for the use of the

officers and men employed by the company, including a large boarding

house. A machine shop with all the necessary machinery has been

completed sufficient for the probable wants of the road for many years

to come.

Some additional workshops have been erected at several of the way

stations of this road, and a further supply of water secured at Chat-

ham.

Some expense has also been incurred in the preparations preliminary

to repairing the wing wall of the abutment of the bridge over the

Steine Kill near Chatham, which has given some signs of weakness.

The entire road from Albany to Worcester, being operated as one

road under the lease held by the Western Rail-road Corporation of the

Albany and West Stockbridge Rail-road, the statistics of the latter are

of course embraced in the general tables of the Western Rail-road,

appended hereto.

Two important facts are now established for the consideration of

4
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stockholders. One, that the gross income of the road for 1842 was five

hundred and twelve thousand six hundred and eighty-eight dollars ; the

other, that for 1843 it vtasfive hundred and seventy-three thousand eight

hundred and eighty-two dollars. This shows the magnitude of the

concern and the great results which may be anticipated under a wise

and judicious administration of the affairs of the corporation.

These results too have been obtained the two first years of the open-

ing and running the road from Worcester to Albany, in a period, ex-

cepting the last six months, of the deepest and most protracted depres-

sion of the business of the country known for the last forty years. What,

therefore, may reasonably be expected as the annual increase of the

road, now that business has revived and become active. When an

equitable arrangement shall have been completed with the Boston and

Worcester Road,—when the Springfield and Hartford Road,—the

Springfield and Northampton Road,—the new Mohawk and Hudson

Road, and the Troy and Greenbush Road are constructed and in full

operation,—the restrictions from transporting merchandize removed

from the Utica and Schenectady road,—and above all, the rates of

fare and freight, over the Western Road, fixed at that judicious point

which will give the greatest income to the stockholders.

On the other hand, are the considerations of outstanding and unset-

tled claims of contractors on the road, some of which are in course of

litigation ; the necessity of extraordinary repairs, from its great length

and mountain passes, the more extensive accommodations, now indis-

pensable at some of the depots, with additional cars and engines,

amounting in all from one hundred and ten to one hundred and fifteen

thousand dollars.

On the whole, a sound and judicious opinion is often expressed, that

the construction of this great highway between New England and the

Western States, is an honor and a blessing to the people of the Com-

monwealth and its metropolis, from the incidental advantages it affords

to both.

EDM. DWIGHT,
JOHN HENSHAW,
EL1AS HASKET DERBY,
THOS. F. PLUNKETT,

. SAMUEL C. ALLEN,
JOHN P. TARBELL,
GEORGE BLISS,

WILLIAM JACKSON.
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commonwealth of massachusetts.

Suffolk, ss. : January 30, 1844.

Sworn to before me,

ELLIS GRAY LORING,

Justice of the Peace,
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Statement showing the entire cost of the Western Rail-road,

December 31, 1843.

Items of Expenditure.
Amount paid to

Dec. 31,1342.

Amount paid in

1843.

Amount paid to

Dec. 31, 1543.

Few• graduation and road bed, $2,269,983 17 $10,641 86 $-2,280,625 03

u masonry, exclusive of Conn,
river bridge, - 724,158 91 33 68 724,192 59

a superstructure, - 1,010,628 28 3984 35 1,014,612 63

u Connecticut river bridge, in-

cluding masonry, 131,612 12 1371 74 132,983 86

(1 other bridges, exclusive of

masonry, ... 108,738 03 11,697 07 120,435 10

u depot buildings, fixtures, aque-

ducts, &c. ... 157,431 42 31,130 95 188,562 37

u land drainage for road way, - 175,523 33 1102 52 176,625 85

u depot lands, - 16,361 49 1848 57 18,210 06

it engineering department, in-

struments, &c. 190,248 86 62 50 190,311 36

a miscellaneous expenses, 74,205 21 • 74,205 21

a engines and cars, 467,427 04 112,936 01 580,363 05

u interest, - 205,764 03 • 205,764 03

M extraordinary expenses and
rent and damage H. and
B. Rail-road, - 33,470 57 4500 00 37,970 57

5,565,552 46 179,309 25 5,744,861 71
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B.

Statement of the entire Cost of the Albany and West Stock-

bridge Rail-road, Dec. 31, 1843.

Items of Expenditure. Amount paid to Dec.
31, 1843.

For engineering, superstructure and instruments,

" grading, masonry and bridging, -

" superstructure, including iron, ....
" depot buildings, fixtures and aqueducts,

" land damages,

" depot lands,

" fencing, --------
" miscellaneous expenses and contingencies, -

" interest, --------
" payments to Hudson Co. for right to build partly

on their road bed, ------
" payments to original stockholders for their prelimi-

nary expenses, ------
" steam ferry boats and fixtures for ferry at Albany,

$56,665 55

881,286 21

301,916 82

167,523 05

92,910 26

30,531 43

30,895 63

23,500 46

97,279 04

36,000 00

18,136 58

16,885 25

" amount due for constructing, - - $1000 00

" " " depot lands, - - 1312 50

" fencing, - 500 00

1,753,530 28

2812 50

1,756,342 78
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C.

Receipts.

1343. Passengers. Freight.
Other sources, Mails,

Expresses, &c. Total.

January, $14,412 73 #13,524 32 $1915 09 $29,852 14

February, 11,612 46 10,490 62 1751 92 23,854 50

March, 13,345 11 15,476 47 1929 90 30,751 48

April, 17,922 88 17,005 56 1770 89 36,699 33

May, 24,075 88 27,511 U 1828 57 53,415 59

June, 31,014 73 21,108 84 1771 09 53,894 66

July, 29,438 55 23,399 00 1771 81 54,609 36

August, 38,346 73 24,325 76 1768 21 64,440 70

September, 34,435 20 26,197 17 1769 55 62,401 92

October, 26,307 80 33,950 22 2355 89 62,613 91

November, 19,189 58 38,136 34 2066 42 59,392 34

December, 15,037 99 24,571 25 2347 34 41,956 58

275,139 64 275,696 19 23,046 68 573,882 51
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E.

Repairs of Road and Bridges in 1843.

1843. East of Connec-
ticut river.

West of Con-
necticut river.

Albany and W.
Stockb'ge road.

Total Road Re-
pairs.

January, $1320 99 #1436 30 $922 82 $3680 11

February, - 847 54 1130 68 841 79 2820 01

March, 1006 60 1576 81 925 33 3508 74

April, - 2407 12 1858 16 842 22 5107 50

May, - 1597 70 2774 05 657 66 5029 41

June, - 1322 26 1631 95 1063 67 4017 88

July, - 914 22 1651 27 682 62 3248 11

August, 1279 57 1378 22 641 78 3299 57

September, - 1569 96 1722 22 908 76 4200 94

October, 1321 90 2219 99 1191 95 4733 84

November, - 1959 04 2691 80 1429 20 6080 04

December, - 823 47 1193 45 621 45 2638 37

16,370 37 21,264 90 10,729 25 48,364 52
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F.

Repairs of Engines in 1843.

1843. Lowell. Winans'. Norris'. H.& Drury's. Total.

January, - $854 37 $760 13 . . $1614 50

February, 1279 37 1517 98 $51 41 • 2848 76

March, - 1830 51 703 74 1 67 . 2535 92

April, 1116 38 918 03 111 91 $1 H 2147 43

May, 1252 08 931 09 140 39 2 15 2325 71

June, 814 88 722 77 113 09 41 70 1692 44

July, 1495 13 434 95 179 34 32 05 2141 47

August, - 982 47 620 64 71 99 5 17 1680 27

September, 1145 99 536 19 99 17 26 71 1808 66

October, - 597 15 927 26 173 21 27 31 1724 93

November, 1128 29 2665 46 71 07 76 19 3941 01

December, 999 84 971 19 96 37 134 55 2201 95

13,496 46 11,709 43 1110 22 346 94 26,663 05

No. of miles run, 291,550 81,909* 33,903£ 32,496£ •

The Columbian, built by Baldwin & Whitney, not owned by

Corporation, ran

The Panther, built by Hinckley & Drury, not owned by

Corporation, ran

1328 miles.

421 miles.
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1S43.

G.

Repass of Cars in 1843.

Passenger. Freight. Total.

January, $159 23 $568 82 $728 05

February, 430 73 875 70 1306 43

March, 381 97 1419 31 1801 28

April, - 246 01 1973 61 2219 68

May, - 212 29 1305 02 1517 31

June, - 441 72 2667 12 3108 84

July, - - - 420 84 2498 96 2919 80

August, 498 45 1630 45 2128 90

September, - 540 84 948 88 1489 72

October, 170 94 1825 65 1996 59

November, - 3095 16 2014 63 5109 79

December, - 326 89 1525 08 1851 97

6925 07 19,253 29 26,178 36
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K.

Miles Run by Locomotives.

1843. Passenger TVs.
Miles.

Freight Trains.
Miles.

Extra Miles. Total Miles.

January, 20,793 9,8304 1,2274 31,851

February, - 18,755 7,664 1,221 27,640

March, 20,1004 10,175 1,011 31,2864

April, - 18,5664 10,240 1,7164 30,523

May, - 17,366 17,153 2,363 36,882

June, - 17,497^ 15,0904 2,523 35,111

July, - 17,171 15,7264 2,270 35,0674

August, 17,466 16,389 3,273 37,128

September, - 16,732 16,8694 2,834 36,4354

October, 16,236 25,9634 4,6054 46,805

November, - 16,4484 34,0234 3,152 53,624

December, - 19,107 18,478 1,670 39,255

Total, - 216,139 197,603 27,8664 441,6084



1844.] SENATE—No. 19. 35

o ~-

m CO Ci
^ JS JQC5 CO ©

—i CO

HN -« HS -«W N N w m
"*f lO i-l O l>»o io co r^ —

i

co -^ co co m
s? m

-*1

iO m am Tt* CM

Of.
HS -** -«*—

i

CM l-H i-H rj* c* 00 o 31
Of) oo 1—

1

o o o 1* i^ fH
"* m 00 t^. i^ ^* CM l>» Tf

CO m CO o 00 IO 55 ©
I—1 i—

i

-H o* 1-^ 1"^ I—1 _j

so

-4N
co r^ ^
00 O 00O <M iO
CO T* Tf

COO^OOiOOTt<OCiCOl^Q0CO00 1>.C000Oi^CimcMi>.CMCOi>©aDaoi-io i> oo m n" im" ^ ^" wf n

co co
CO CMO —i
eT c:

—i oom a>

-<CT -*1 -CT Htt -*n HN
Ot) CM 00 rf ot Tfl r^ >—

(

"5* lO Of t^
"ST CO CO CO © Tf CM 00 00 © 00 Tf
"^ CO Tf 00 00 00 t>. 00 00 Ci I—

1

CO
CM CM CO CM 1—

(

— «* 1 •&
« H h

s
be
a

a— fcT

5 S3

0)

§
> V

a w o V
QQ O v: Q



WESTERN RAIL-ROAD. [Jan.

M.

A Schedule of Engines and Cars belonging to the Western

Rail-road Corporation, December 31, 1843.

12 10 Ton Passenger Engines, built by Locks and Canal Co., Lowell.

2 15 " « " " Hinckley & Drury, Boston.

1 15 " " " « W. Norris & Co., Philadelphia.

15

3 20 Ton Freight Engines, built by Locks and Canal Co., Lowell.

7 22 " " " " Ross Winans, Baltimore.

1 16 " " " " Hinckley & Drury, Boston.

1 20 " " " " W. Norris & Co., Philadelphia.

12

2 10 Ton Engines, used in Gravel Trains, built by R. Winans, Baltimore.

The stock of Passenger Cars consists of

16 8 Wheeled Cars, 1st class.

7 4 M u n

6 8 U u baggage, and 2d class.

2 4 u it " " post-office.

3 8 a u platform, for crates.

2 4 u a K « M

13 Crates, for baggage.

Providing, in the aggregate, 1022 seats for 1st class«

u u u 240 » « 2d «

221 8 Wheeled covered Freight Cars.

45 8 " platform " "

100 4 " Freight Cars.

70 Gravel and Dirt Cars.

26 Hand Cars.
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Josiah Quincy, Jr., Treasurer, in Account with the Western

Rail-road Corporation.

Debtor.

Balance last Annual Account, - $39,982 94

Received on 3d to 15th Assessments, 56,425 00
u " Notes Receivable, ... 141,158 92
u " Sale of Sterling Bonds, 787,530 47
II " Albany* and West Stockbridge Rail-

road account, ... 158,610 06
(( " Sale of Lands, 2,2C9 51
(1 " Sale of Shares, due to sundry per-

sons, ... - 1,092 15
U of Agent of Transportation, - 11,393 31
u for interest on Sterling Bonds, due and

unpaid, - 3,660 00--1,162,085 42
(( " Transportation account, 573,882 51

$1,775,950 87

Credit.

Paid for Construction, 31,876 55
a u Engineer Department, - 62 50
« u Land Damages, - 1,102 52
u u Depot Lands, - 1,848 57
u a Depot Buildings, - 31,130 95
II II Engines and Cars, - 112,936 01
II « Interest, applicable to Transportation

Department, ... 281,420 80
it a Deferred Account, - 36,112 01
II ii John M. Ross, on account of lost drafts, 4,595 00
H « Interest accrued previous to January],

1843, 9,752 74
M ii Transportation expenses, 303,973 06
(t CI Materials on hand, -

6

37,642 17
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Paid for Contingent fund, .... 2,731 70

" " Balance of Exchange account, - 33,210 77

" on Notes Payable, .... 524,141 40
" Josiah Quincy, Jr.'s balance of January

1, 1843, .... 24,000 00

" Baring- Brothers & Co., London, - 246,000 14

" Agent, of moving power's balance of Jan-

uary 1, 1843, - - - 5,069 74

" Engineer's balance of January 1, 1843, 44,072 94

Balance, or cash to new account, - 43,671 30

#1775,950 87

Boston, January 1, 1844.
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REPORT
Of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund of the Western Rail-road.

The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund of the Western Rail-road,

in compliance with the directions of the statute of March 13, 1839,

submit the following report of their proceedings for the past year, of

the amount and condition of the said fund, and of the income of the

several parts thereof :

—

The amount of the fund on the 31st day of December, 1842, as by

Commissioners' report to that date, was, . . . $176,072 06

Received for interest and dividends, . , . 10,565 34

$1S6,637 40

The investments are as follows :

On notes secured by mortgages, at 6 per cent, inter-

est, . . . . . $155,200 00

On notes secured by collateral, at 6 per

cent, interest, .... 900 00

U. States 5J- per cent, stock, $4000, cost 3,833 05
« " 6" " " " 7000, " 7,000 00

Boston and Providence Rail-road stock,

205 shares, a 695 81, . . . 19,640 85

Cash on hand, .... 63 50
1S6,637 40

All interest due has been paid.

If there be added to this the interest accrued but not due, it will

amount, on the 1st day of January, 1841, to $189,009 57, which will

be the whole amount of the fund on that day.

JOHN MILLS,

JOSIAH QUINCY, Jr.,

Commissioners.
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FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

BERKSHIRE RAIL-ROAD

COMPANY.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Com-

monwealth of Massachusetts in General Court assembled, January,

A. D. 1844:

The subscribers, Directors of the Berkshire Rail-road Corporation,

beg leave to submit their Fifth Annual Report of their acts and doings,

receipts and expenditures, during the year ending December 3i, 1843.

On the first Monday of January last, the day of their annual meet-

ing, the stockholders chose five directors.

Since their last annual report, the whole capital stock of the com-

pany has been paid in, and the amount now is . . .$250,000

The sum of 8205,000 had been actually expended in the construc-

tion of the road, at the date of their last annual report, and the road

was then so far completed, that the same had been entered upon by the

Housatonic Rail- road Company, and formally accepted by their con-

tract of January 11th, 1843, to run the same in conjunction with their

road. This acceptance of the Housatonic Company, was made the

condition upon which the contractor for building the Berkshire road

should be entitled to the issue of the balance of stock, to wit, $45,000

;

and an amount sufficient (or nearly so,) has been since expended to

complete depots, car-houses, and other buildings, necessary for the

business of the road, and also road-crossings, &c. ; and what has not

so been expended, this Company hold security for from the contractor,

and the whole will be expended as soon as an arrangement shall bo

made at the village of West Stockbridge, or elsewhere, fixing the per-

manent location of depot, car-houses, &c. &c.
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An amount not exceeding 8800 for land damages is yet unliquidated

and unpaid.

This road being run by the Housatonic Rail-road Company under a

permanent contract of transportation, under the above date, a copy of

which was attached to the report of last year, and is contained in docu-

ment, No. 31, of the Senate, of last General Court, owns no engines

or cars, nor does it expend any thing in repairs upon either the road or

cars, the whole being done by the Housatonic Company. The direc-

tors have no means of ascertaining the expenses of repairs upon the

road, or engines and cars.

By the terms of the contract between the companies, the Housatonic

Company has paid to this, for one year, ending December 1st, 1843,

the sum of $17,500, being seven per cent, on its capital stock. This

sum has been paid in monthly instalments of $1,458, and divided

among the stockholders in quarterly dividends and paid as called for.

The miscellaneous expenses of the company have been the sum of

$454 85. These expenses are met from quarterly dividends on

$10,000 of its own stock, owned by the company, and assigned by the

contractor for building the road, in lieu of all claim the company had

upon him, for the non-fulfilment of his contract with the company as

stipulated.

The number of miles run over this road within the year ending

December 31st, 1843, by passenger trains, is thirteenth thousand two

hundred, sixty miles, 13,260 miles.

The number of miles run by merchandize and other trains within the

same period, is fourteen thousand, two hundred, eighty miles,

14,280 miles.

All which is respectfully submitted,

R. F. BARNARD,
C. W. HOPKINS,
AZARIAH BOODY,
I. SUMNER,

Directors.

January Sth, 1844.
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Berkshire, ss. January 15, 1844.

Then personally appeared Robert F. Barnard, Charles W. Hopkins,

and Azariah Boody, and made oath that the foregoing report, by them

signed, is true, according to their best knowledge and belief.

Before me,
EDWARD F. ENSIGN,

Justice of the Peace.

Berkshire, ss. January 17, 1844.

Then personally appeared Increase Sumner, and made oath that the

foregoing report by him signed, is true according to the best of his

knowledge.
Before,

C. W. HOPKINS,
Justice of the Peace.
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THIRTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

BOSTON AND LOWELL
RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.

To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachu-

setts :

The Directors of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road Corporation,

hereby make their Thirteenth Annual Report of their acts and doings,

receipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation.

The total amount of capital paid in, is . . . $1,800,000 00

The amount of current expenses for the past year, is

For repairs of road and bridges, . . . $24,296 77

" repairs of engines and cars, . . . 15,304 13

" fuel, oil, salaries, wages, loading merchandize,

and all other miscellaneous expenses, . . 09,706 08

$109,366 9S

The amount received during the past year, is

For transporting passengers between Boston and

Lowell only, $83,029 32

For do. do. in connection with the Boston and

Maine Rail-road, 23,391 12

For do. do. in connection with the Nashua and

Lowell Rail-road, 16,741 41

For do. do. in connection with the Concord Rail*

road, 18,265 46
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For transporting merchandize between Boston and

Lowell only, $33,697 13

For do. do. in connection with the Boston and

Maine Rail-road, 8,871 78
For do. do. in connection with the Nashua and

Lowell Rail-road, 14,201 18

For do. do. in connection with the Concord Rail-

road, 24,502 C5

For transporting United States mail, rents and mis-

cellaneous, 4,GI5 01

$277,315 0G

The number of miles run during the past year, is

With passenger trains, 83,344 miles.

" merchandize " 44,952 M

" miscellaneous " G.6S6 "

134,1)82

The amount of profits divided during the past year is $144,000,

being two dividends of four per cent each, on a capital of $1,800,000.

Since our last annual report, wc have completed the sale of the old

iron, taken up from the first track, and have charged to the repairs the

difference between the cost of the new iron and the proceeds of the

sale of the old, amounting to $72,758 72. We have also charged to

profit and loss, the balance of our interest account, amounting to

$20,8S6 07, a large portion of which has accrued during the past

year ; so that the cost of our road, with two tracks, depots, cars, en-

gines, and appurtenances, as it now stands on our books, amounts to

$1,8G3,74G 16.

All which is respectfully submitted by

GEO. W. LYMAN,
JOSEPH TILDEN,
WM. APPLETON,
JOHN BRYANT,
J. A. LOWELL.



1844.] BOSTON AND LOWELL RAIL-ROAD. 45

Suffolk , ss. January 3d, 1844.

Then George W. Lyman, Joseph Tilden, John Bryant, William

Appleton, and John A. Lowell, severally appeared and made oath,

that the foregoing report was true, according to the best of their

knowledge and belief.

Before me,
MOSES L. HALE,

Justice of the Peace

ZV3?/<

«;/
ii-

IU' sov
60
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NINTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

BOSTON AND MAINE
RAIL-ROAD COMPANY.

To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts :

The Directors of the Boston and Maine Rail-road Company hereby

submit their Ninth Annual Report of their acts and doings, receipts

and expenditures, under their act of incorporation.

When their last annual report was made to the Legislature, the road

was in operation for the transportation of passengers and merchandize

to Dover, in New Hampshire ; and the line thence to the State of

Maine, and to the Great Falls Village, in Somersworth, was under con-

struction. On the 24th day of July, the passenger and merchandize

trains commenced running regularly between Great Falls and Boston.

The company have also run their passenger trains to and from Boston

and Portland, in the State of Maine, via Dover, under a contract made

with several roads interested, whereby a rail-road communication is

also opened between Dover, Great Falls and Portsmouth, a copy of

which contract accompanies this report.

The total amount of capital paid in, is $1,028,312 70

The amount received from the Maine, N. Hampshire

and Mass. Rail-road Co 67,538 15

The expenditures during the year ending 30th Nov.

1843, have been as follows :

Repairs of road in Massachusetts, . . . $4,810 64

New Hampshire, . . . 3,274 15

11 engine and cars, 11,978 51
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Fuel, oil, salaries, and miscellaneous expenses, . 39,429 3]

Paid Boston and Lowell Rail-road Company, . . 32,262 91

" Interest, 17,421 63

§109,177 15

The income of the company during the past year,

ending Nov. 30, 1843, has been as follows :

Amount received for transportation of passengers, . 119,434 15
" " from merchandize trains, . . 52,494 05

Receipts for mails and rents .... 6,816 79

$178,744 99

A dividend of three dollars per share was declared,

payable July 3d, 1843, amounting to . . $31,644 00

A dividend of three dollars per share was declared,

payable Jan. 1, 1844, amounting to 36,846 00

$68,490 00

Amount expended in the construction of the road

during the past year, . . . . . $123,764 10

The number of miles run by locomotive engines is

as follows

:

Passenger trains, .... 121,865

Merchandize " 32,810

Miscellaneous " 20,800
175,475 mis.

The road being so far completed as to be in use throughout its

whole length, the Directors beg leave to make this further report, re-

quired by the act of the Legislatnre :

—

Amount expended in construction of road in Mass'tts, $431,592 15
" " " " " " N. Hamp're, 723,058 11

" engine and cars, 98,886 73
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Amount expended in depot and other buildings in Mass., 21,146 78

" " " * « " N. H., 17,666 43

" other miscellaneous expenses in Mass., 45,914 85

" « " " " N. H., 45,784 67

tt «<

U tl

Total amount, $1,384,049 72

The length of the road in Massachusetts is

" " " " " New Hampshire is .

" ' " " " Great Falls Branch is

" n " « " side tracks, .

20,^, miles.

OA 950 f(

3092
1000

The number of planes on the road is

" " u level planes is

130

32

The number of planes ascending from Wilmington is 57, as fol

lows :

3134

5280

6019

6864

9504

10290

10560

11088

13349

17054

17424

18216

19008

19536

25340

26400

28510

28512

29568

31686

33303

34300

34320

34531

1000 feet per mile.
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1 36960 - - 100C fee t per mi

1 37000 - (t (i u a

1 37699 - .
<< (i u a

13 39600 - - it << II If

I 42926 - - II CI II II

1 43926 - . (( (( (( (<

1 45510 - .
it a << II

57

The number of planes descending is 41, as follows :

1 5S08

1 9500

1 10560

I 12672

1 13728

1 17160

1 20000

1 21200

1 22176

1 22860

11 26400

1 29146

1 29568

1 33222

1 37000

1 39072

13 39600

1 47500

1 47520

41

The greatest curvature in the road is

Average width of grade,

1000 feet per mile.

(1 «( <(

II (1 ti

({ it ((

(1 tt tt

tt tt II tt

ii it II tt

It tt tt i(

tt tt (( 4$

tt a ft II

tt (( tt (1

1050 feet radius.

14 feet.

The manner in which the superstructure is laid, is as follows :

The earth excavations, and embankments are levelled off, and one

and a half feet of sand, or gravel, is then filled on to the road ; the

subsills of plank are then laid longitudinally, and the sleepers of ches-

nut, cedar or hackmetac are laid transversely, partly two and one half
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feet, and partly three feet apart. Iron rails of the T pattern are then

laid, supported at the joints by cast iron chairs, and spiked to the sleep-

ers ; sand or gravel is then filled in between the sleepers.

The Maine, New Hampshire and Massachusetts Rail-road is an ex-

tension of the Boston and Maine Rail-road, through Berwick so as to

intersect the Portland, Saco and Portsmouth Rail-road at South Ber-

wick, in Maine, and the Boston and Maine Rail-road have contracted

to pay the stockholders of the Maine, New Hampshire and Massachu-

setts Rail-road Company the same dividends per share as is paid to

their own stockholders. By virtue of this agreement there has been

received by the Boston and Maine Rail-road the funds of the Maine,

New Hampshire and Massachusetts Rail-road Company, not required

to construct their road, and their surplus funds will, upon the union of

the two corporations, be applied to the payment of the debt of the

Boston and Maine Rail-road.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

THO. WEST,
T. FARRAR,
R. W. BAYLEY,
JOHN HOWE,
THADDEUS NICHOLS,
A. PEIRCE,

WM. F. WELD,
Directors.

The undersigned has examined the foregoing report of the Directors

of the Boston and Maine Rail-road Company, and approves the same.

WILLIAM STEVENS,
Commissioner for the State of Massachusetts.

Suffolk, ss. Boston, January 20, 1844.

Then personally appeared the above-named T. West, T. Farrar, R.

W. Bayley, J. Howe, T. Nichols, A. Peirce, and W. F. Weld, and

made oath that the foregoing report by them subscribed was true, ac-

cording to their best knowledge and belief.

Before me,

EDW. PICKERING, Justice of the Peace.
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(Copy.)

This Indenture, made this twenty-eighth day of January, in the year

of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, between the

Boston and Maine Rail-road, and the Maine, New Hampshire and

Massachusetts Rail-road Corporation of the first part,—the Eastern

Rail-road Company of the second part—and the Portland, Saco and

Portsmouth Rail-road Company of the third part. Witnesseth

—

Whereas, it is important for the security of the public, and for the

benefit of the several parties hereto, that a mutual arrangement should

be entered into between them, for the transportation of passengers and

freight between Boston and Portland, and also between Great Falls

and Boston by the way of Dover or Portsmouth, on terms of perfect

reciprocity, based on equity,—and, whereas Messrs. T. B. Wales,

John Howe, John Hooper and William Sturgis having been duly ap-

pointed by the parties hereto, Commissioners, with full power to effect

such an arrangement, and to serve as Commissioners under this con-

tract, until others are appointed in their stead, have agreed upon the

following arrangement.

It is therefore agreed and contracted, in consideration of the several

stipulations and arrangements hereafter expressed by and between the

parties hereto as follows :

—

Firstly. Four Commissioners, consisting of two stockholders, ap-

pointed jointly by the parties of the first part, and of two stockholders,

appointed by the parties of the second and third parts jointly, in the

month of July, annually, shall be vested with full powers to adjust all

matters in dispute, that may hereafter exist between the parties, in re-

lation to the true intent and meaning of this contract—the same being

for their mutual convenience and protection, and such Commissioners

shall serve until others shall be appointed in their stead. In case such

Commissioners shall not be able to agree unanimously, then the matter

in dispute shall be submitted to three arbitrators to be appointed

as follows : One by the Commissioners chosen by the parties of the

first part, one by the Commissioners chosen by the parties of the sec-

ond and third parts, and one who shall be chairman, by the two arbi-

trators so appointed; and the unanimous decision of the Commission-

ers—or, in case of their disagreement, the decision of a majority of

the arbitrators shall be binding on all the parties hereto.

Secondly. The parties of the first part shall construct a Rail-road
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from Dover to a point near Somersworth old Meeting-house, thence to

Great Falls Village, and also to a point of junction with the Portland,

Saco and Portsmouth Rail-road in South Berwick, where it shall ter-

minate.

Thirdly. The passengers and freight cars of the parties of the first

part, arriving at or preceding from the junction of the roads at South

Berwick, shall be drawn with the regular passenger and freight trains,

and by the engines of the party of the third part from said junction to

Portland and back, and the passenger and freight cars of the parties of

the second and third parts, shall be drawn with the regular passenger

and freight trains, and by the engines of the party of the first part,

from the said junction to Great Falls Village and back ; and while the

cars of either party shall be at the depot of the other, they shall be ac-

commodated in the same manner as the cars of such other parties.

Provided, nevertheless, if it shall appear, by this arrangement, that the

passengers and freight cannot be transported between Portland and

Boston, and between Great Falls and Boston, as conveniently by one

route as by the other, viz : By Dover or Portsmouth, and meet the

regular trains to and from those places equally well by either route,

then an arrangement shall be made, and if need be, a curve shall be

constructed at said junction, and also near Somersworth old Meeting-

house, which shall effect this object; and if such arrangement, and

curves cannot be agreed upon by the Presidents of the parties, recourse

shall be had to the Commissioners—and in case of their disagreement,

to the arbitrators, who shall effect such arrangements in relation thereto,

and apportion the expense thereof, in such manner as they shall deem

equitable between the parties.

Fourthly. The rates of fare for passengers and freight shall always

be the same between Boston and Portsmouth and between Boston and

Dover—also between Portland and Portsmouth, and between Portland

and Dover,—and they shall also be the same between Boston and Great

Falls, whether by the way of Dover or Portsmouth; the rate of fare

for passengers destined to and from Boston, shall be the same between

Great Falls and Dover, as between Great Falls and the said junction,

not however to exceed twenty-five cents, and the way fares on all the

Rail-roads shall be so adjusted as not to be less in the aggregate than

the whole fare through.

The fare for passengers between Boston and Portsmouth, and be-

tween Boston and Dover shall, for the present, be two dollars, not to

exceed this sum, except by the concurrence of all the parties, subject to
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be altered at any time by the consent of the parties of the first and

second and third parts—but if one party shall desire it to be changed,

and the other not agree to such change, the subject shall be referred to

the Commissioners, and in case of their disagreement, to the arbi-

trators.

In no case, however, shall either party make any deduction from

such established rates, except by mutual consent, or in conformity

with the decision of the Commissioners or arbitrators, except that the

party of the third part may take passengers to and from steamboats

running east of Portland at a lower rate.

Fifthly. The rates of fare for passengers and freight between Port-

land and Portsmouth, and between Portland and Dover, shall be fixed

by the party of the third part—but the fare for passengers shall not ex-

ceed two dollars, or the rate from Boston to Dover or Portsmouth, as

the third party may elect, unless the same is agreed to by all the par-

ties. Of this fare as well for passengers as for freight, between Port-

land and Dover, such proportion shall accrue to the party of the third

part as the distance per Rail-road from Portland to said junction bears

to the whole distance by Rail-road from Portland to Dover, and the

residue shall accrue to the parties of the first part.

The fare between Great Falls and Boston, by the way of Ports-

mouth, shall be so divided that the rate accruing to the party of the

first part shall be the same as between Great Falls and Dover; but the

parties of the second and third parts may so arrange among themselves

that the whole fare between Great Falls and Boston via Portsmouth,

shall be the same as by the way of Dover, any thing herein as to dis-

count from the regular fare between Boston and Dover or Portsmouth

to the contrary notwithstanding. For passengers and freight between

Portsmouth and Great Falls, not through to Boston, the rate shall be

mutually fixed by the parties; and the amount of the fare for passen-

gers, and the net amount received from freight after deducting the ex-

penses of loading and unloading, shall be apportioned to each party in

the proportion that their part of the Rail-road bears to the whole dis-

tance per Rail-road from Great Falls to Portsmouth.

Sixthly. No interference with the appointment of officers or the

police or internal arrangement or management of either Rail-road shall

be attempted by the other parties; but it is expressly agreed that the par-

ties of the first and third parts shall respectively appoint ticket-masters

and other necessary officers at their several stations between Portland

and Great Falls, who shall be instructed to sell tickets for either route

8
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at the same prices, without influencing or attempting to influence the

minds of travellers. Such ticket-masters or other officers, to be paid

by the party by whom they shall be respectively appointed. If any offi-

cer shall disobey such instructions, he shall, on proof thereof, be dis-

charged from the service of the party by whom he is employed, and if

this is not done, the matter shall be submitted to the Commissioners, and

in case of their disagreement, to the arbitrators. All the parties to this

contract hereby pledge themselves to use no means or influence, and

employ no agents whatever to induce travel or freight to take one route

rather than the other from or to New Hampshire or Maine.

Seventhly. The party of the third part may run extra trains at other

than the regular hours, said trains not being intended to injure or in-

terfere with regular trains, but with a view to put down competition

for the Eastern travel by steamboats between Portland and Boston, at

such rate of fare as they may deem expedient, and either or both of the

other parties may agree with them to carry out the plans and convey

passengers and freight to Boston for the same rate of fare as the said

party of the third part shall charge from Portland to Portsmouth, and

agree to have at all times sufficient cars and engines to accommodate

all that the party of the third part may bring to them, and further agree

that if said party of the third part should deem it advisable, they will

not stop on the way except when it shall be absolutely necessary for

wood and water, and will prevent, as far as possible, way travellers

from availing themselves of this train, provided they give notice of

their intention so to do, on or before the tenth day of February next, and

in case notice is not so given by either party, such party shall have

nothing to do with such extra trains, but the whole profit or loss thereof

shall accrue to, or be borne by the party of the third part, and the par-

ty, if any, that shall join it in running such extra trains.

Eighthly. The passengers and freight, as also the conductors and

other officers of either party accompanying the cars on the road of the

other party, shall be subject to all the rules and restrictions of the road

on which they may be transported ; and if any person in the employ-

ment of either party shall not conform to such rules and restrictions,

or shall in any way infringe the spirit and meaning of this contract, he

shall, on demand of the party making such rules or restrictions, or in-

jured by such infringement, be displaced, and another substituted in

his room. Each party shall be entitled to the regular pay for extra

baggage transported over its Rail-road, and nothing shall be attempted

by either to be put on the passenger trains but personal baggage ; and
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no persons shall be passed, except as hereinafter provided, at less than

the regular fare, unless with the consent of the party owning the Rail-

road in which they are transported. A list of free passengers shall be

agreed on by the parties to this contract, which shall be conformed to

by said parties ; if such list cannot be agreed on by the parties, the

subject shall be referred to the commissioners for their decision, and in

case of their disagreement to the arbitrators.

Ninthly. In bidding for the mails, the party of the first and second

parts shall neither compete for the regular business of the other, nor

underbid so that any advantage may be taken, but will communicate

their views on this subject before making their tenders ; nor will they

do anything by which the party of the third part may be injured in this

respect.

Tenthly. In case the engines of the Portland, Saco and Portsmouth

Rail-road Company shall be overloaded by the united trains, they shall,

if requested, be assisted by the engines and men of either of the other

parties, so far as they can be furnished with convenience : and any ex-

tra expense incurred thereby shall be defrayed by the party to which

such assistance is rendered.

Eleventhly. No more persons, in the employment of either of the

parties, shall be sent with the cars, over the Rail-roads of the other par-

ties, than are necessary for the management of such cars, but the prop-

er number shall be provided and sent. No servant of either party shall

pass over the Rail-roads of the other parties, for the transaction of any

business not connected with the Rail-road of the party by whom he is

employed.

Twclfthly. This contract shall be binding and continue in force

until the eighteenth day of February, A. D. nineteen hundred and

thirty-nine.

T/tirtecjithly, If, in practice, it shall be found that, in any way, this

contract does not oper ite e,u illy aid equitably in regard to either

party, it shall be in the power of the commissioners to alter and amend

the same ; and in case of their disagreement, the arbitrators shall do

so, in such manner as they may dejm necessary to carry out the spirit

and intent of this contract, and either party may at any time make

application for such amendment.

In witness whereof, the parties have caused their seals to be hereto

affixed, and have caused these presents to be signed by their presidents
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respectively thereunto duly authorized, the day and year first above-

mentioned.

(Seal.) D. A. NEAL,
President Eastern Rail-road.

(Seal.) THOMAS WEST,
President Boston and Maine Rail-road.

(Seal.) D. A. NEAL,
President Portland, Saco and Portsmouth Rail-road.

(Seal.) THOMAS WEST,
President of the Maine, N. H. and Mass. Rail-road.

Witnessed by Countersigned

T. B. Wales. B. T. REED,
Treasurer Eastern Rail-road Co.

Wm. Sturgis. JOHN FLINT,
Treasurer of the Boston and Maine Rail-road.

John Howe. B. T. REED,
Treasurer of the Portland, Saco and Portsmouth Rail-road.

John Hooper. JOHN FLINT,
Treasurer of the Maine, N. H. and 3Iass. Rail-road Co.

Suffolk, ss. Boston, January 28, 1843. Then personally appear-

ed David A. Neal, President of the Eastern Rail-road Company, and

of the Portland, Saco and Portsmouth Rail-road Company, and ac-

knowledged the foregoing instrument by him subscribed to be the free

act and deed of the said Rail-road Companies respectively.

Before me,

B. T. REED, Justice of the Peace.

Suffolk, ss. Boston, January 28, 1843. Then personally appear-

ed Thomas West, President of the Boston and Maine Rail-road, and

of the Maine, New Hampshire and Massachusetts Rail-road Company,

and acknowledged the foregoing instrument by him subscribed to be

the free act and deed of the said Rail-road Companies respectively.

Before me,

B. T. REED, Justice of the Peace.
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At a meeting of the Directors of the Portland, Saco and Portsmouth

Rail-road Company, held at Boston, Jan'y 17th, 1843,—" The con-

tract for running the Boston and Maine Rail-road, and the Maine, New
Hampshire and Massachusetts Rail-road, and the Eastern Railroad,

and the Portland, Saco and Portsmouth Rail-road in connection,"

having been read, it was

Voted, That D. A. Neal, Esq., the President, is hereby authorized,

in the name and behalf of this company, to sign, seal with its common
seal, execute, deliver and acknowledge the said contract, as the free

act and deed of the Portland, Saco and Portsmouth Rail-road Com-
pany

; and that B. T. Reed, the treasurer thereof, countersign the

same.

Attest, JOSIAH CALEF, Clerk.

At the request of the Presidents of the respective roads, the Com-

missioners now decide that the party of the third part may, in conjunc-

tion with either of the other parties, make any arrangements respect-

ing the division of fares between the roads and boats running into Port-

land from eastern ports, between said eastern ports and Boston, as they

may deem for their interests, or may take any other measures to secure

such steamboats' travel to the roads; and having made such arrange-

ments, the same shall be presented to the other party for its participa-

tion therein, and such other party may agree to such participation on

equal terms with the others, or may decline altogether, leaving the con-

tracting parties the whole loss or profit arising from the same. Each

new arrangement being submitted to the other party.

WM. STURGIS,
THO. B. WALES,
JOHN HOWE,
JOHN HOOPER.

Boston, JarCy 28, 1843.

At a meeting of the Directors of the Boston and Maine Rail-road,

held in Boston, Jan'y 27, 1843,—The contract for running the Boston

and Maine Rail-road, and the Maine, New Hampshire and Massachu-

setts Rail-road, and the Eastern Rail-road, and the Portland, Saco and

Portsmouth Rail-road in connexion, having been read and considered,

Voted, That Thomas West, Esq., President, is hereby authorized,

in the name and behalf of the company, to sign, seal with its common

seal, execute, deliver and acknowledge the said contract, as the free
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act and deed of the Boston and Maine Rail-road, and that John Flint,

Esq., treasurer thereof, countersign the same.

Attest, R. W. BAILEY, Clerk pro tern.

At a meeting of the Directors of the Eastern Rail-road Company,

held at Boston, on the 27th January, 1S43,—" The contract for run-

ning the Boston and Maine Rail-road, and the Maine, New Hampshire

and Massachusetts Rail-road, and the Eastern Rail-road, and the Port-

land, Saco and Portsmouth Rail-road in connexion," having been read,

it was

Voted, That D. A. Neal, Esq., the President, is hereby authorized,

in the name and behalf of this company, to sign, seal with its common

seal, execute, deliver and acknowledge the said contract, as the free

act and deed of the Eastern Rail-road Company, and that B. T. Reed,

Esq., the treasurer, countersign the same.

Attest, WM. A. FOSTER, Clerk.
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TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT

BOSTON AND PROVIDENCE

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.

To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massa-

chusetts :

The Directors of the Boston and Providence Rail-road Corporation,

respectfully submit their Twelfth Annual Report of their proceedings, and

of the receipts and expenditures of the Corporation, as required by law.

During the year there has been 18,593 new sleepers laid ; in doing

this the track has been greatly improved by substituting gravel for

loam and bad earth wherever it was necessary ; the road is now in bet-

ter order than for several years past ; thus far it has not been thrown by

the frost of this winter; about 13,000 new sleepers will be required to

be laid this year ; we have on hand about 2000.

The locomotive engines are generally in excellent running order; the

passenger cars have been thoroughly repaired during the past year and

furnished with improved seats—a few new freight cars will be neces-

sary in consequence of the increase in our freight business.

The business on the road has been on the whole, satisfactory.

There was some falling off in the receipts during the early part of the

year, which has been made up by an increase during the last few

months. The net earnings on the Dedham Branch are very satisfac-

tory and fully compensate for running a locomotive engine for the ac-

commodation of the inhabitants of Dedham.

An arrangement was entered into in September last, between the

parties composing the line between Boston and New York via Nor-

wich, and the line via Stonington, by which the rates of freight and

fare of passengers, by both lines are the same, and the receipts from
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these sources are equalized, except that the line transporting an excess

over the other, retains a reasonable compensation for transporting such

excess.

The amount of capital of the corporation paid in per

last report, was $1,834 100

There has been sold since, by vote of the stockholders,

259 shares, at par amounts to 25,900

Present amount of capital, - $1,860 000

Received for the above 259 shares sold by vote of the stockholders

to cover, in part, income appropriated and paid for construction

$25,397 25. The difference between this sum and par has been

charged to income account.

The amount expended the past year and charged to the

account of construction, is $2,192 60

Previously charged to the same account, - 1,912,2S1 20

$1,914,473 80

This account will be reduced whenever the land and houses at Rox-

bury, supposed to be now worth about $15,000, are sold. There is

also some land at the Canton station and other places on the line of

the road, that will not probably be wanted for the purposes of the

road, which will be sold whenever there is a demand for it.

Amount of Income the past year.

From passengers on the main road, - $119,481 68

Taunton branch, 25,047 01

Dedham branch, 13,117 83

From merchandize, main road, - - 59,434 95

Taunton branch, - 8,016 25

Dedham branch, - S39 21

$157,646 52

68,292 41

From mail for 12 months, 6,553 84

From rent of houses at Roxbury, &c, - 895 24

Total amount of income, ... - $233,388 01
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Expenditures daring the year, exclusive of the amount charged to

the account of construction as above stated :

—

For repairs of Rail-road, including Dedham branch, - $23,355 86

I

" " of India Point and other bridges, - - 5,295 29

" fuel, oil, salaries, wages and other miscellaneous ex-

penses, 68,920 04

" repairs of cars and engines, ----- 14,796 60

" ferry at Providence, including $1,479 68 paid for

dredging the channel, ----- 7,629 68

" amount paid the Boston and Providence Rail-road

Transportation Company, in Rhode Island, for

lease of their road, bridge and depot, - - 5,376 64

The amount of dividends paid during the past year, was

3 per cent, in January, - 55,023

3 per cent, in July, $55,800

$125,374 11

$110,823
The amount now standing to the credit income ac-

count, is 97,315 07

The value of wood and other materials on hand, as esti-

mated by the superintendent, is 11,086 22

The number of miles run by the locomotive engines

in the past year, are as follows

—

Passenger trains, 94,232

Freight " 31,3S8

Gravel " 5,803

131,423

All of which is respectfully submitted by

JOSEPH GRINNELL,
WM. APPLETON,
JAMES K. MILLS,

PETER R. DALTON,
WM. STURGIS,

JOHN BARSTOW.
Boston, January 6th, 1844. Directors.

9
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Suffolk ss. Boston, January 6, 1844.

Then personally appeared the within named Joseph Grinnell, Wil-

liam Sturgis, John Barstow, James K. Mills, P. R. Dalton and William

Appleton, and made oath that this report by them subscribed was true,

according to the best of their knowledge and belief.

Before me,

EDWARD PICKERING, Justice of the Peace.
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TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

BOSTON AND WORCESTER

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

:

The Directors of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road respectfully

submit a report of their proceedings for the past year, and of the re-

ceipts and expenditures of the Corporation.

At the date of the last report, measures had been adopted for laying

the second track on the whole remaining portion of the road. That

work was completed in an early part of the last season, and the two

tracks have been since in constant use. For the puipose of defraying

the remaining charges for the construction of this track, and of all

other expenditures chargeable to the capital of the road, a vote was

passed at a meeting of the stockholders, held on the 25th of September

last, to create two thousand additional shares of capital stock, and to

increase the capital to twenty-nine hundred thousand dollars. The

new stock thus created was offered in due proportions to the holders of

the stock previously existing, nearly all of whom availed themselves of

the opportunity of taking the shares to which they are respectively en-

titled, and the full assessment of $100 per share on the shares so taken

has been paid up. A few shares remain to be disposed of for the ben-

efit of the Corporation.

The second track of the road is formed of a heavier rail than the

first; it is laid in a more substantial manner, and it is in consequence

capable of sustaining, with less liability to frequent repairs, the heavier

engines and cars which are now in use. The state of the first track

has also been, from time to time, improved by constant repairs, and the

gradual introduction of heavier rails and sleepers.
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The same number of regular passenger trains running daily through

the whole line, has been continued through the past year as in the year

preceding. Two of these trains daily, in each direction, connect with

trains on the Western Rail-road, forming uninterrupted lines extend-

ing from Boston to Albany, and one of them connects with a train on

the Norwich and Worcester Rail-road and a line of steam-boats, form-

ing a regular communication between Boston to New York. This

line of communication with New York has been essentially improved

within the last year, by the extension of the Norwich and Worcester

Rail-road to Allen's Point, at a permanently navigable part of the

Thames river. In consequence of this improvement, the communica-

tion with New York by this route is rendered more regular, and also

more expeditious.

The Directors of this Corporation have entered into a permanent

arrangement with the Norwich and Worcester Rail-road Corporation,

for the regulation of the joint transportation of passengers and mer-

chandize over their two roads, on terms which are mutually advantag-

eous and satisfactory, and also advantageous to the public.

In addition to the regular trains through the whole line of the road,

the Directors have established special trains, which run daily, except

on Sundays, three times in each direction, between Boston and West

Newton, for the purpose of affording a more frequent accommodation

to the population in the vicinity of the city than was afforded by the

regular trains through the line, and of avoiding the frequent incon-

venience of overloading these trains near the termination of the line.

Two freight trains run daily, except Sundays, over the whole road

with as many additional trains as are necessary for the conveyance of

all the merchandize offered for transportation. In consequence of the

increased quantity of merchandize to be transported, locomotive en-

gines of greater weight and power have been adopted.

The number of locomotive engines now owned by the Corporation

is 18. The distance run by locomotive engines on the road, transport-

ing trains of cars, during the year, was 230,779 miles. Of this dis-

tance 131,479 miles were run by engines conveying passenger trains
;

75,210 miles by engines with freight trains, and 24,090 miles by en-

gines employed in transporting materials for the construction and re-

pair of the road.

The amount of capital stock paid in is $2,885,200. The amount

expended for construction, including the cost of roads, lands, depots,



1844] SENATE—No. 19. 65

engines, cars and all other objects, after deducting the amount credited

to this account from the profits, for deterioration, is 82,836,163 58.

The receipts of income for the twelve months, ending November 30,

1843, were

—

From passengers, §207,267 14

" freight, 162,655 98

Transportation of mails, - - - • - - 8,411 52

Rents, interest, &c. 5,032 46

Reserved profits of preceding year, ... - 20,774 32

$404,141 42

The expenditures during the same period, were

—

For repairs of road, $44,502 21

" " of engines and cars, 28,559 22

All other expenses, including §16,092, allowed for dete-

rioration of cars, 133,579 99

§206,641 42

Dividends paid

—

July 1st, 1843, 3 per cent., §S1,000

Jan. 18th, 1844, 3 per cent., 81,000

162,000
Balance of reserved profits, §35,500

Which is respectfully submitted by the directors.

NATHAN HALE,
DANIEL DENNY,
EL1PHALET WILLIAMS,
NATH'L HAMMOND,
MOSES WILLIAMS,
ADDISON GILMORE,
NATH'L H. EMMONS,
GEORGE MOREY.
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Suffolk, ss. January 29, A. D. 1844.

Then personally appeared the above-named Nathan Hale, Daniel

Denny, Eliphalet Williams, Nathaniel Hammond, Moses Williams,

Addison Gilmore, Nathaniel H. Emmons and George Morey, and sev-

erally made oath that the foregoing report by them subscribed, is true

according to the best of their knowledge and belief.

Before me,

WM. R. P. WASHBURN,

Justice of the Peace.
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EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT

CHARLESTOWN BRANCH

RAIL-ROAD COMPANY

To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachu-

setts :

The Directors of the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company re-

spectfully submit their Eighth Annual Report of their acts and doings,

receipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation, during the

year last past.

The total amount of capital paid in, is . . . $250,000 00

The total amount of expenditures is

—

For expenses of road, --.... $13,699 04
" repairs of road ..... 2,852 14

" repairs of engines and cars, .... 3,192 87
" disaster of May 5th, 6,587 44
" discount on transportation account, . . . 489 71

Other miscellaneous expenses :

For road furniture, 10,718 55
" land damages, fencing, buildings and common

construction, 24,983 77
'• discount on 492 new shares created, making the

whole number of shares 2500, . . . 24,500 00
i( discount on sale of Fitchburg Rail-road shares, 346 00
" dividend No. 1, ten per cent, on capital stock,

payable in Fitchburg Rail-road Co. shares, . 25,000 00
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For dividend No. 2, three per cent, on capital, paya-

ble on the 1st inst., total $7,500, all paid but

$282, 7,218 00

$119,587 52

There have been two dividends declared during the year, one of ten

per cent and the other of three per cent., all of which, as above speci-

fied, have been paid, with the exception of $282.

The total amount of receipts is

—

For transportation of passengers, ....
" " of merchandize, . . . •

" rent, $25, and interest, $199 04,

" 500 shares of Fitchburg Rail-road Co. shares for

road bed,

" amount received to make up capital stock,

$6,318 28

23,815 91

224 04

50,000 00

47,340 00

$127,698 23

The number of miles run by locomotive engines, during the year, is

as follows :

Passenger trains, 5,105 miles.

Passenger and merchandize do.

Merchandize,

Gravel and snow plough,

Total,

13,513 U

6,314 "

1,483 "

26,416

In our last report, mention was made of a proposed contract with

the Fitchburg Rail-road Company,—and such contract, bearing date

May 4th, 1843, has been concluded, and a copy thereof is hereunto

annexed.

This contract gives to the Fitchburg Rail-road Company, in consid-

eration of $50,000 of their capital stock, a permanent road bed, one rod

wide, for their track ; and also the right to pass and repass over our road,

between Swett's wharf, in Charlestown, and Block Island, in Fresh

Pond meadows, for three years from the first day of January inst. (in the

manner and under the restrictions therein specified,) for an annual rent

of $4,500, payable in quarterly payments, and deducting therefrom all
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dividends that the said Fitchburg Rail-road Company may, in the mean-

while, declare on the s;iid shares so received by us.

The terms of this contract ate so restricted and definite, as to occa-

sion little interruption to our regular trains or business; and after the

sale of the portion of our road-bed above mentioned, there remains two

rods for our company, very ample space for their operations, while our

legitimate ice business is properly guarded and protected.

A second agreement has also been concluded between said compa-

nies, bearing date the 2 (Jlh day of December last, for the running of

the line from Charlestown to Waltham, for the Fitchburg Rail-road

Company, until the first day of April next; and we are now running

that line accordingly. A copy of this contract is also herewith sub-

mitted.

The directors regret to report the occurrence of a very serious ac-

cident, on the 5th day of May last, whereby their train was thrown from

the track while crossing the Jong bridge, near Prison Point, and much

injury done. But they are happy to state, that every claim for dam-

ages resulting therefrom, has been liberally and amicably adjusted and

settled ; and that immediate measures were adopted to avoid further

disasters. A solid guard-timber or stringer, has been placed on the

bridge, extending its whole length, which would tend greatly to prevent

a train fiotn leaping the bridge if, by any means, it should leave the

track. The most approved socket chairs have been substituted for the

old pattern: stone abutments have been placed at the bridge near the

hospital, and the solid road has been well repaired.

The natural increase of business and that anticipated from the Fitch-

burg Rail-road Company, as well as a due regard to our own safety

and success, have demanded heavy expenditures during the year; and

our ice business has required further accommodation. Twenty-four

new freight cars and one sixty-four passenger car have been necessarily

purchased, and two turntables and one turnout have also been constructed.

Ice is a peculiar and troublesome article for transportation ; its de-

mands are peremptory, and if not instantly obeyed, it weeps itself away.

There is no chance to move or serve it at our leisure ; and no tenderness

of treatment can change its character or render it more accommodating.

It is wet and heavy, sharp and cutting, and, without grit or grain

enough to keep quiet, it is ever uneasy, and beating itself against the

car and tearing off its covering. It abhors the sun-light, and requires

to be handed to and from the car with great expedition, yet with the

10
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utmost ease and tenderness, and alights generally upon a strong plat-

form, built for its reception. It is called for suddenly, as vessels may

happen to offer,—and, indeed, several vessels are often taken up at

once for its accommodation, and then the whole force of our road is

tasked to expedite its embarkation. While to-day we are thus over-

worked, to-morrow and next day, it may give us nothing to do. There

is, therefore, little regularity in our service, and much peculiar ma-

chinery necessary for it. The whole business is one of irregular pul-

sations, and consequently more expensive than it would otherwise be.

As the trade, however, increases, it will become more uniform, and be

conducted with greater economy and less proportionate expense.

Nearly all the ice retailed in Boston and Charlestown has as yet

been carried by teams. The quantity so transported annually is esti-

mated at 6000 tons, and the amount can be greatly enlarged by addi-

tional facilities. Measures will be soon adopted to bring much or all

of this over our road.

Heretofore there has not been, in different hands, a sufficient reserve

stock of ice to secure an active use of our road throughout the year,

but this defect is in a fair way to be remedied. There have been

35,-81 tons of ice transported over our road during the year, and in

that period extensive preparations have been made for future and more

expanded operations. One brick ice-house, of costly construction,

200 feet long, and 180 feet wide, and about 40 feet high, estimated to

contain about 40,000 tons of ice, has been erected by one individual,

and four other wooden ice-houses, capable of holding S or 10,000 tons

more, have also been built, making, together, room for much more

ice than we have brought over the road during the year. The

ice-houses existing on the line of the road previous to this year could

contain about 50,000 tons, and there are now enough for about 100,000

tons. The passenger business was deemed of little moment when our

road was chartered, and no suitable provision has ever been made for

it. But such numbers have desired and patronised regular trains, that

the same have been adopted with success ; and when proper depots and

arrangements shall be made therefor, there is every reason to antici-

pate a very considerable gain from this source.

Under all the disadvantages of the past year, and after the large ex-

penditures above enumerated, we are happy to be able to state that the

entire indebtedness of this company, so far as known and determined,

over and above its cash ou hand and bills receivable, does not much
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exceed 85,000 ; and to meet this, the company have other available

assets wherewith to pay more than half of the amount.

JAMES DANA,
S. S. LITTLEIIALE,
HENRY A. PEIRCE,
LEMUEL STETSON,
H. WELD FULLER,
NATH'L J. WYETH,
G. WASHINGTON WARREN.

January 22d, 1844.

Middlesex ss. January 22d, 1S44. Personally appeared the above

named James Dana, S. S. Littlehale, Henry A. Peirce, Lemuel Stetson

and H. Weld Fuller, and severally made oath that the above report,

by them made and subcribed, was true according to their best knowl-

edge and belief.

Before me,

G. WASHINGTON WARREN,

Justice of the Peace.

Middlesex ss. January 24, 1844. Sworn to by N. J. Wyeth and

G. W. Warren.

Before me,

JAMES DANA,

Justice Peace.

{Copy.)

Articles o
c agreement made this fourth day of May, A. D. 1843, by

and between the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, of the first

part, and the Fitchburg Rail-road Company, of the second part, each

of which parties is a corporation, duly established by the Common-

wealth of Massachusetts.
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Article I.—Tn consideration of the covenants and agreements,

hereinafter contained, the Charlestons Branch Rail-road Company

doth hereby grant and demise to the Fitchburgh Rail-road Company,

the right to pass and repass over the Charlestown Branch Rail-road,

between Swett's wharf, in Charlestown, and Block Island in Fresh

Pond meadows, excluding, however, its branches, with locomothe en-

gines and cars of all descriptions, propelled by them by steam, and

laden or unladen, with the privilege of using horses below Prison

Point bridge, when requisite, and elsewhere, in case of accident, for

the term of three years, commencing on the first day of January,

eighteen hundred and forty-four, for a compensation of forty-five hun-

dred dollars per annum,—the payment of which rent shall be made

quarterly each year, subject to the deduction of dividends, as herein-

after provided.

Article II.—The Charlestown Branch Rai!-road Company will

maint iin the track of the road now in use, as above described, in

suitable running order, excepting unavoidable accidents, which shail

be repaired by them with all reasonable despatch, an 1 in such cases

no deduction shall be made from the above stated payments, unless the

road shall be closed by such accidents for a greater length of time than

one week. And the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company a^ree,

during the continuance of said grant or lease, to provide good and

careful switch tcndeis at the intersection of their several branches

with the main track, and at the Lowell Rail-road, or to keep such

switches duly turned and locked, so that the engines and trains of the

said Fitchburg Rail-road Company may pass with safety at the times

prescribed.

Article III.—It is agreed between the parties, that the trains and

engines of the Fitchburg road may pass over the Charlestown Branch

Rail-road, during the hours from four o'clock in the morning until

nine- in the evening, to leave the Charlestown termination of the same

at the commencement of any hour, and the western termination of the

same at the middle of any hour ; but the trains so run shall not ex-

ceed twenty minutes in passing over the road, except in cases of acci-

dent, when the track ^hall be cleared with all possible despatch.

Nevertheless, it is agreed that the freight trains of the Fitchburg

Rai!-road may start twice, at least, each day from each end of the

road, at times to be designated by the Fitchburg Rail-road Company,

ten minutes before such stated periods and occupy the road until

twenty minutes after them, provided the trains coming in the opposite
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direction have arrived, which the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Com-

panv agree shall be the case, unavoidable accidents excepted. The

trains and engines of the Fitchburg Rail-road Company, may also

start after the first stated periods ; but in no case shall they occupy

the road longer than until twenty minutes after the first stated periods

for starting, and in case of starting after said periods they shall give

the lead upon the road to trains that it is desired to start at such

periods. And the Fitchburg Rail-road Company may start their trains

five minutes before the regular staled period for starting as above

stated, but they shall be clear of the road twenty minutes after such

stated period. And it is also agreed between the parties that during

the hours, from nine in the evening until four in the morning, the

trains and engines of the Fitchburg Rail-road Company may run over

the road, leaving the Cinrlest;nvn termination within eight minutes

before or after the hours, ten, twelve and two o'clock, and the wes-

tern termination, within eight minutes before or after the hours of

eleven, one and three o'clock ; and these trains may occupy the road

forty minutes from and after the commencement of each hour afore-

said ; but if the Fitchburg Rail-road Company shall run any train in

the interval between the last above stated periods, of nine o'clock,

P 31. and four o'clock, A. M., they shall, at their own expense, keep

and maintain suitable watchmen for the protection of the property of

the Charlestown Branch Raii-rond Company, exposed thereby near the

eastern termination of the road, and bear all the expense of the at-

tendance upon the road through such nights. And the Charlestown

Branch Rail-road Company will allow no trains to be run or any ob-

struction that will interfere with the trains of the Fitchburg Rail-road,

which are run in accordance with these provisions, except in any case

of accident, unless the times of running and starting are altered by

mutual consent, in writing expressed.

Article IV.— It is agreed that the Fitchburg Rail-road Company

shall pay a toll of twenty-five cents, per net ton, to the Charlestown

Branch Rail-road Company for all ice it shall transport from Fitch-

burg Rail-road, or other rail-roads, or branches thereof, over the

Charlestown Branch Rail-road, towards Charlestown, whether carried

either over the track leased or the road-bed purchased.

Article V.—The Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company agree

that they will either allow the trains of the Fitchburg Rail-road Com-

pany to stop at the station near Porter's tavern, in Cambridge, to land

and receive passengers going into or from said Filchburgh Rail-road,



74 CHARLESTOWN BRANCH RAIL-ROAD. [Jan.

or shall bring from such station to the Charlestown depot, within one

hour of the starting of the trains of said company from Charlestown,

and take from said Charlestown to such station within one hour after

the arrival of such trains and without charge, all passengers wishing

to pass between such stations and any station on or beyond the Fitch-

burg Rail-road ; and in case such trains shall stop at such station, near

Porter's, the Fitchburg Rail-road Company shall account to the

Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, for the fares of all local

travellers carried only between such last named station and Charles-

town. But it is expressly understood that the trains of the Fitchburg

Rail-road Company shall not stop on the line of the Charlestown

Branch Rail-road for any other purpose or under any other circum-

stances than as above stated, accidents excepted ; nor shall they stop

for any purpose of receiving or discharging freight or passengers at

any other point nearer the termination of the Charlestown Branch

Rail-road, than where the Fitchburg Rail-road shall pass the road

formerly the Concord turnpike, except by consent; but they may stop

at any crossing of any road now built, to discharge freight which may

be nearer than said road to the western tet ruination of the Charles-

town Branch Rail-road. The prohibitions and restrictions expressed

in this article, to apply to both tracks, to the one which may be laid

on the road-bed, sold to the said Fitchburg Rail-road Company, (as

per article 9th,) as well as to that leased to them.

Article VI.—The Fitchburg Rail-road Company shall have the

right, at their own expense, to connect the track of the Charlestown

Branch Rail-road, with such depots, engine-houses, water stations, and

wharves, as they shall establish at Charlestown, and to convey water

pipes, with water under the same, and to establish crossings for car-

riages and teams over the same; said connections and crossings to be

served and attended, at their own expense, both for the convenience

of the Fitchburg Rail-road, and to admit a free passage for the trains

of Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, and they shall be con-

structed with reference to the proper convenience of both of the par-

ties to this instrument.

Article VII.—And it is further provided, that there shall be de-

ducted from said rent whatever dividends and interest shall be declared

(from and after the first day of January, eighteen hundred and forty-

four) on five hundred shares in the capital stock of said Fitchburg

Rail-road Company, subscribed for by said Charlestown Branch Rail-

road Company, whether the same shall be held by the latter company,
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or by other persons which shares are to be issued immediately ; and

the said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company expressly agree that

they will not alienate or transfer any of said shares until after the

first Monday of August next, but the latter company may pledge the

same to responsible parties to secure loans in such manner that the

same shall not be sold until after said first Monday of August.

Article VIII.—In case the parties of either part shall at any

time exceed, in any degree, the time prescribed for running, or make

any trifling departure from the terms of the contract, the same shall

not operate as a forfeiture of it, but the delinquent party shall be ac-

countable to the other for all damages and inconvenience occasioned

thereby and shall endeavor to avoid a recurrence.

Article IX.—The Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company in

consideration of fifty thousand dollars to thern paid by the Fitchburg

Rail-road Company, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, do

hereby grant and convey to said Fitchburg Rail-road Company, the right

to use forever a portion of the road-bed of said Charlestown Branch Rail-

road Company, from the easterly end of Prison Point Bridge to the junc-

tion of the two roads at Block Island, including the rail-road bridges :

such portion to be one rod wide, and to be as favorable with respect to

drainage, maintenance and expense of grading and laying down track

and running cars thereon, as the road-bed lying on the southerly side

of their present track now is, the said portion not being expressly de-

fined and separated, in order to give moie latitude in the future loca-

tion of the same, with a view to provide for the future business of the

Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company ; and the said Charlestown

Branch Rail-road Company do to the extent of all power vested in

them by their charter, and by the charier of the Fitchburg Rail-road

Company, hereby convey to said Fitchburg Rail-road Company said

portion of the said road-bed, and all rights, privileges and franchise

thereto appurtenant, and the right to lay down a track thereon, and

use the same, and do agree to pay and discharge all claims for damages

for land taken or to be taken therefor, and permit the said Fitchburg

Rail-road Company to receive a fair proportion of any sum which shall

hereafter be paid by the State for the purchase of such portion and to

account therefor, if the same shall be paid to said Charlestown Branch

Rail-road Company by the State, and do agree to locate and define

such road-bed within sixty days after notice from said Fitchburg Rail-

road Company of their intention to lay down a track thereon, and said

Fitchburg Rail-road Company shall lay down such track within one
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year after such location, and upon their failure to lay down such track

within said period, a new location may he made by said Charlcstown

Branch Rail-road Company upon receiving a second notice. And the

said Charlcstown Branch Rail-road Company further convey, as afore-

said, to said Fitchburg Rail-road Company, one undivided half of the

road-bed extending from the eastern terminus of Prison Point Bridge

to Swett's wharf, with the franchise and privileges appurtenant, with

the privilege of laying down a track thereon, parallel to the present

track : such track to be laid down as soon as the second track shall be

laid on the western part of the road-bed, conveyed arid reserving to the

Charlsstown Branch Rail-road Company the right of laying down such

track at any time, in case one shall not be laid down by the Fitchburg

Rail-road Company—the expense of laying down the same to be paid

by the Fitchburg Rail-road Company, when the rent payable under this

agreement shall cease and determine, and they also agree to extinguish

all claims for land damages, to which the said road-bed is subject, and

both parties agree that said tracks shall be used exclusively, the one for

upward and the other for downward trains, and shall not be stopped

upon by either party to the interruption of the business of the other,

and that this restriction shall apply to all trains coming from or going

to other railways, which the Charlcstown Branch Rail-road Company

reserve the privilege of passing over this line in manner above recited,

it being understood that the Fitchburg Rail-road Company have full

power to draw with their own engines over such track the cars of other

companies.

Article X —This instrument may be recorded, and shall operate

as a lien on the Charlestown Branch Rail-road, and have precedence

ever all mortgages, sales or alienation of said rail-road property.

Article XI.—Each of the parties hereto covenants with the other,

that there shall be no unnecessary interference between them in the

use of said Charlestown Branch Rail-road, built or to be built—and

their appurtenances—and that all reasonable efforts shall be made for

their respective convenience and accommodation.

Article XII.—Each company shall be responsible for and indem-

nify the other against all damages occasioned by itself or its agents.

Article XIII.—If any disagreement shall arise between the parties

hereto, the same shall be determined by three arbitrators, one to be

selected by each party, and the third by the two thus selected, whose

award or the award of any two of them shall be final and conclusive.

Article XIV.—It is further agreed, that the Charlestown Branch
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Rail-road Company may continue to transact the business of the Low-

ell and Nashua Rail-road Company, pursuant to the contract between

thein : with the understanding, however, that it shall be so conducted

as not to interfere unreasonably, with the trains of the Fitchburg Rail-

road Company.

Article XV.—The Fitchburg Rail-road Company agree not to

make or establish any branches or depots at any time, between a point

one hundred yards east of the crossing of the Concord Turnpike and

the easterly end of the Prison Point Bridge, without the written con-

sent of the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company. And after laying

down their track upon the road-bed purchased by them, to interfere in

no greater degree with the local business of the Charlestown Branch

Rail-road Company than they are permitted to do under the lease of

the track herein before set forth, which local business is expressly re-

served to themselves by said last named company.

Article XVI.—The Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company here-

by acknowledge the receipt of the said certificate of five hundred

shares of the stock of the Fitchburg Rail-road Company. And to

the faithful performance of all the agreements herein contained, the

said parties bind mutually themselves.

In witness of all which, the said Charlestown Branch Rail-road

Company have fully executed these presents by affixing thereto their

corporate seal and signature by James Dana, their President, duly au-

thorised for the purpose. And the said Fitchburg Rail-road Company

have also executed the same by affixing thereto their corporate seal and

signature, by Alvah Crocker, their President, and Thomas Wiley

their Treasurer, as duly empowered for the purpose.

Signed, sealed and delivered"

in presence of us, the words
" from and after the first day of

January, eighteen hundred and ^
forty-four," first interlined.

H. Weld Fuller,

John C. Andrews.

Fitchburg Rail-road Com-

pany by

A. CROCKER, Pres't., and

Thomas Wiley, Treas.

Charlestown Branch

"

Rail-road Company by

JAMES DANA, Pres.

Henry Jaques, Treas.

[L. S.]

[L. S.]

Seal of

C.B.R. Co.

11
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Suffolk, s§. June 1st, 1843. Then personally appeared James

Dana, President of the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, and

acknowledged the foregoing instrument to be the free act and deed of

said Company ;—and also Ahah Crocker and Thomas Wiley, the

President and Treasurer of the Fitchburg Rail-road Company, and in

like manner acknowledged the above instrument by them executed, to

be the free act and deed of said Fitchburg Rail-road Company.

Before me,

II. WELD FULLER, Justice Peace.

Charlestown, May 4th, 1843.

At a meeting of the stockholders of the Charlestown Branch Rail-

road Company, held this day

—

Voted, That articles of agreement with

the Fitchburg Rail-road Company, as reported by the directors of this

company be, and they are hereby adopted. Vulcd, That in pursuance

of the authority granted by the Legislature in the act incorporating

the Fitchburg Rail-road Company, the President of this company be,

and hereby is authorized in the name and on behalf of this company,

to sell and convey to the Fitchburg Rail-road Company a road-bed

upon the terms and conditions, and for the compensation named in the

articles of agreement this day adopted by this company.

Voted, That the President be, and hereby is authorized to lease to

the Fitchburg Rail-road Company the use of the present track of the

Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company for the term of three years

from the first day of January, eighteen hundred and forty-four, agree-

ably to the provisions contained in the above named articles.

Voted, That the President of this company be, and he hereby is au-

thorized to subscribe on behalf of this company for fifty thousand

dollars in the capital stock of the Fitchburg Rail-road Company, and

on the receipt of certificates of said stock as fully paid for, or of good

and sufficient bonds for the same, to sign, execute and deliver to the

Fitchburg Rail-road Company the said articles of agreement.

A true copy. Attest,

HENRY L. JAQUES,

Clerk of the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company.
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At a meeting of the stockholders of the Fitchburg Rail-road Com-

pany, held at Boston, Miy 9th, 1843, it was voted that the company

sanction and recommend the acceptance of the offers of Charlestown

Wharf Company, and the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company to

sell the property tendered by them to the company.

Also, " Voted that the directors be instructed to close the contracts,"

as soon as said corporation have caused subscriptions to be made for

the one thousand shares they propose to take.

I hereby certify that the above are true extracts from the records of

the stockholders of the Fitchburg Rail-road Company, and that the

above subscriptions have been made.

Attest. J. P. WELCH,

Clerk of the Fitchburg Rail-road Company.

At a meeting of the directors of the Fitchburg Rail-road Company,

held May 9th, 1843, it was voted that the President and Treasurer and

either of them be authorised to execute contracts with the Charlestown

Branch Rail-road Company for the purchase of a portion of their rail-

road and franchise and lease of the track.

Attest, J. P. WELCH,

Clerk of the Fitchburg Rail-road Company.

(Copy.)

Memorandum of an agreement made and concluded this twenty-

ninth day of December, 18 43, by and between the Charlestown Branch

Rail-road Company, of the first part, and the Fitchburg Rail-road

Company of the second part.

Tne said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company agree to run the

line from the Warren Bridge depot, in Charlestown, to Waltham, at

their own expense and for their own account, with at least three trains

each way per day, from the first day of January to the first day of

April next inclusive, (Sunday excepted,) taking the receipt for freight

and passengers as their compensation, and having the right to stop
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three times and at three places between the Massasoit House and

Charlestown depot, or four times between the factory in Waltham and

said depot. It being understood and agreed that the Fitchburg Com-

pany are to make no charge for use of their road, buildings and ac-

commodations—and that the said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Com-

pany are to take over the road free of charge, such freight as the said

Fitchburg Rail-road Company or their contractors (Belknap, Gilmore

& Co., may load into cars of the said Fitchburg Rail-road Company,

and place upon the track, at the usual place of junction near the de-

pots, for the uses and purposes of the said Fitchburg Raii-road Com-

pany, and the construction of their road. The said Charlestown

Branch Rail-road Company not to be required to furnish, load or un-

load any such cars for free freight, but are to assume all risks of trans-

portation, excepting such as may arise from defects in the track or cars

of the said Fitchburg Rail-road Company, which are to be repaired by

the said Fitchburg Rail-road Company—the Charlestown Branch

Rail-road Company, however, to keep the track free of snow at their

own expense, and also to pay for all running expenses and all expenses

at the depots.

And the said Fitchburg Rail-road Company hereby fully consent

and agree to the terms and conditions above mentioned, to furnish and

keep their track in repair, and to permit the said Charlestown Branch

Rail-road Company to run said road as aforesaid, without let, hind-

rance or impediment, and to make no charge for track buildings or

any accommodations by them furnished under this agreement. It

being understood that the said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Com-

pany shall not be required to run any extra train for freight, nor to

take more than five double cars of the largest class in either direction

for said Fitchburg Rail-road Company, or their contractors, the said

Belknap, Gilmore &, Co., any day, without charge.

It being expressly understood and agreed by the parties to this con-

tract, that the Charlestown Branch Rail-road shall have the right to

use the engine " Charlestown," belonging to the Fitchburg Company,

whenever the same shall become necessary for the proper operation of

both roads—and that the same shall be kept in good repair at the

expense of the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, they paying

to the Fitchburg Company five dollars per day for every day's use of

said engine.
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In witness whereof, the parties to this contract, by their respective

committees, have hereunto set their hands and seals, on the day and

year before written.

JACOB FOSTER,

For the Committee F. R. R. Co.

The words : And also to pay

for all running expenses, and all

expenses at the depots interlin-

ed, before signed.

Witness, D. DEVENS.

S. VARNEY,
Committee for the Chas. R. R. R.
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EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT

EASTERN RAIL-ROAD

COMPANY.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the

Commonwealth of Massachusetts :

The Directors of the Eastern Rail-road Company present their Eighth

Annual Report, of their proceedings, and of their receipts and ex-

penditures, as required by law, for the year ending December 31,

1843.

The road has continued in safe and successful operation.

A new and spacious passenger depot has been constructed in Bos-

ton, on the site purchased by the company in 1842.

A broad avenue over the same grounds has been laid out, connect-

ing Commercial Street with the depot and East Boston ferry, and

splendid ranges of granite stores are now in course of erection by

private individuals, who have purchased the lots of the company.

A sale of the interest of the company in Lewis's Wharf, has been

completed, agreeably to the arrangements heretofore reported.

A second track has been completed, from East Boston to Chelsea

—

a distance of 3 J miles.

The strap rail on the Marblchead Branch has been removed, and a

new and heavy chair rail substituted.

To meet the liabilities of the company, two thousand new shares

have been created and taken by stockholders at par, so that the capital

stock cow consists of 18,000 shares, and
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The amount paid thereon is $1,800,000 00

Loan of State scrip, 500,000 00

$2,300,000 00

The expenditures for construction have been, during the past year,

$89,214 25. Total, to December 31, $2,388,631 33.

The receipts from the business of the road, during

the year has been

From 442,552 passengers, $240,558 47

Merchandize, 21,311 51

Mail, 10,068 50

Incidental, US 15

Profit and loss account, rents, &c, less balance in-

terest account, 7,505 72

$279,562 35

The expenditures of conducting the same have been

For repairs of the road, . . . $14,032 19
" cars and engines, . 14,661 62

AH other expenses, .... 75,946 82

Miles run, 184,156; at average cost 51!!! per mile, $104,640 63

Net receipts, 1843, $174,921 72

Paid interest to State, 25,000 00

Dividends payable in

July, 1843, on 16,050 shares Eastern

Rail-road Company, a $3, . . $48,150 00

4,530 shares Eastern Rail-road in New
Hampshire, a $3, . . . 13,590 00

$149,921 72

$61,740 00

Do. payable on January 3d, 1844, on

18,000 shares Eastern Rail-road Com-

pany, a $3 50, . . . $63,000

4,530 shares Eastern Rail-road

in New Hampshire, a $3 50, 15,855

78,855 00

140,595 00

Balance, 9,326 72
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Reserved fund, December 31, 1842, $25,361 18

Gained by investment and interest

of do 4,622 40
29,983 58

Reserved fund December 31, 1843, . . $39,310 30

All which is respectfully submitted.

D. A. NEAL,
JOHN HOOPER,
ISAIAH BREED,
DANIEL ADAMS, Jr.,

JNO. ELIOT THAYER.

Suffolk, ss. Boston, January 13, 1844.

Then D. A. Neal, President, John Hooper, Isaiah Breed, Daniel

Adams, Jr., and John E. Thayer, appeared, and severally made oath

that the foregoing statement is true, according to the best of their

knowledge and belief.

Before me,
B. T. REED, Justice of the Peace.
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SECOND ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

FITCHBURG RAIL-ROAD
COMPANY.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of Massachu-

setts :

The Directors of the Fitchburg Rail-road Company respectfully sub-

mit their Second Annual Report of their proceedings, receipts and

expenditures :

—

At an early stage in the history of the company, a clause was intro-

duced into the articles of subscription, restricting the directors from

any outlay for construction until at least six hundred thousand dollars

should have been subscribed to the capital. Up to the middle of April

last the most unwearied efforts, on the part of the early associates in

this enterprize, had not carried the subscription above five hundred

thousand dollars, and serious doubts were entertained by many whether

any further efforts would be availing.

Early in May last very favorable overtures were made to this com-

pany, for the construction of the work, for materials, the supply of

depot grounds, and the sale or lease of a portion of the Charlestown

Branch Rail-road, which intervenes between the Fitchburg Rail-road

proper and Charlestown, and the increasing abundance of money began

to attract the attention of capitalists towards the great natural resources

and advantages of this avenue to the interior. The directors hastened

to avail of the favorable opportunity for the commencement of the en-

terprise, and on the tenth day of May last, after increasing the sub-

scription to six thousand five hundred and sixty-eight shares, or

$656,800, subscribed by more than a thousand shareholders, they en-

tered into contracts for the commencement of the line, and now have

12



86 FITCHBURG RAIL-ROAD. [Jan.

the satisfaction to announce to you that their capital hrs been increased

by actual subscription to nine thousand two hundred and ten shares, or

$921,000, and that they have closed the books of subscription.

They further report that they have levied three assessments of ten

dollars each, and interest is allowed on all sums paid in by the share-

holders until the line shall be put in operation. These assessments

have been paid with remarkable promptitude, and large payments have

been made in advance of assessments, and still continue to be made

from week to week.

The amount paid into the treasury up to the first day of

January current, is ------ $440,274 86

The amount expended, is ----- 3:22,537 83

Balance in the treasury, Jan'y 1st, 1S44, - - - $117,730 98

Which balance has since been increased, which furnishes an ample

provision for the duties on the iron daily expected, and the increasing

force now employed in the construction of the line. The various items

of the receipts and expenditures will appear by the treasurer's report,

hereto annexed.

Under the sanction of a vote of the company, and the power given

by the charter, a contract has been made with the Charlestown Branch

Rail-road Company, for the use of their track and of a portion of their

road-bed, upon which it is proposed to lay down a distinct track for the

use of the Filchburg Rail-road, with iron already ordered for the pur-

pose. This arrangement was found indispensable to obtain access to

deep water at Charlestown, and an easy and cheap communication

with Boston, and is regarded as very advantageous to both companies.

A copy of the contract, pursuant to the requisitions of the statute, is

hereto annexed.

The directors of this company, aware of the great inconvenience

incurred by other companies in consequence of having underrated the

amount of room required for their stations and depots, and the great

expenditures incurred in their subsequent enlargement, and aware also

of the large amount of chairs, furniture, wood, ship-timber, lime, plas-

ter, slate, stone, brick, and other bulky articles of freight which musf

pass over this line, have thought it politic to secure ample room, and

have secured, at very moderate and satisfactory prices, the entire water

front extending from Warren Bridge a distance of about half a mile

to the land of the State Prison Point Bridge, in Charlestown, including
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the wharves and other improvements thereon, which now, in its present

unimproved state, yield a considerable rent, beside meeting the present

wants of the company. This area, which may be greatly enlarged by

filling the extensive flats between Front street and the channel, will

doubtless enable the company to transact all the business which may

grow out of the extension of the line to Vermont, and to furnish ample

accommodations for the business of any other rail-roads it may be the

policy of the Legislature to connect with the Fitchburg line. Con-

tracts have been effected with Messrs. S. F. Belknap &, Company, to

grade the entire line from the terminus of the Cliarlestown Branch

Rail-road to Fitchburg, at very moderate prices. The work, which is

unusually light and free from rock excavation, is now rapidly progress-

ing. More than eleven hundred men are employed upon the line, the

iron is purchased and has in part arrived, and the last cargo it is ex-

pected will leave England by April. The line is now open about ten

miles to Waltham, and a confident expectation is entertained that it

will be extended to Concord before July, and to Fitchburg in the

course of the ensuing fall. All despatch consistent with a due regard

to economy will be given to the work.

As respects equipment, two engines, two large passenger cars, and

twenty-eight freight and gravel cars, of the most approved models and

most improved construction, are already finished, and orders will be

soon given for more.

The line was opened to Waltham on the twentieth day of December

last, and arrangements were made for the cars to stop at a temporary

depot near the Massasoit House, until the permanent depot shall be

finished. The directors of this company, taking into view the inclem-

ent season of the year, which restricts travelling, the unfinished state

of their establishments, and the fact that the second track is not yet

laid down parallel to the track of the Cliarlestown Branch line, have

deemed it most prudent, until spring, to entrust the running to the

Cliarlestown Branch Rail-road, and annex the temporary contract made

with them therefor. Since the expiration thereof, another contract has

been arranged for the ensuing three months of winter, by which the

Cliarlestown Branch Rail-road Company agree to accept the income

from passengers and general freight in full satisfaction for running the

road, and to transport all iron, sleepers, timber, and other freight of

this company, and its contractors free of charge,—a contract which

promises to result in profit to both companies.

The rate of charge for passengers between Warren Bridge depot
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and Waltham is twenty cents,—about the same charge as that made

in the special train between Newton and Boston for about the same

distance ; the charge by omnibus, between Warren Bridge depot and

Brattle Street in Boston, is five cents only.

The account between the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company

and this corporation is not yet adjusted, and this corporation has now

no regular trains over their line, or received any thing from the earn-

ings of the rail-road.

The number of passengers between the lower part of Waltham and

the Warren Bridge depot averages, in mid winter, about one hundred

a day, which indicates an average of about one hundred and fifty a

day through the year. The estimate of the engineer was eighty per

day only. In organizing and conducting this corporation, the direc-

tors have made economy a study, and have been enabled, by the light

of experience, to avoid many expenditures incident to the infancy of

*he science. They have conformed the route, as far as possible, to

the water courses, and have taken a generous width for the line ; have

been fortunate in finding a gravel foundation for the road-bed, through

the greater part of the route ; are making a solid track by lying down

2,000 heavy sleepers to the mile, and using the heavy lip-chair; have

assumed the construction of proper fences, and endeavored, and not

without success, to conciliate the land-holders along the line, and

interest them in the enterprise, and to adjust the damages without an

appeal to commissioners or juries.

About two hundred claims have been made for land damages, be-

tween Charlestown and Shirley village—a distance of thirty-five miles.

Of these, about one hundred and seventy have been settled, and

$25,3S0 06 paid therefor. The residue, and those between Shirley

village and Fitchburgh are nearly all in a train for amicable adjust-

ment. No case has, as yet, been carried to a jury.

With respect to salaries, they have secured the services of able and

efficient officers at the following rates

:

The president, who is also superintendent, at . 61,500

Treasurer, at 800

Clerk and assistant to treasurer, . . . 600

The engineers receive $5, and the assistant engineers $2 per day,

paying their own expenses except a small allowance for horse hire.

The iron ordered for the line is similar, in size and quality, to the

56 lbs. rail laid down on the Western Rail-road, and was purchased
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by two of the directors, who went out to England, as soon as funds

had been realized from the first assessment and availed themselves of

the depressed state of the market, to buy it at a rate less than $24

per ton delivered in Wales, thus saving a commission. All proper

efforts will be made to obtain a remission of the duty on the iron to

which this company is in justice entitled.

The prospects of the road are highly encouraging in every particu-

lar. Many of the important contracts are much below the estimate,

and the few particulars in which that estimate will be exceeded, viz :

the purchase of additional engines and cars, of ample depot ground,

and placing a separate track on the Charlestown Rail-road, must ope-

rate beneficially ; while the prospects of a speedy extension of the

rail-road towards north-western Massachusetts, south-western New
Hampshire, Vermont and Canada, are highly encouraging, and this

enterprise, begun in weakness, bids fair to end in strength.

All which is respectfully submitted by

A. CROCKER,
E. H. DERBY,
HENRY TIMxMINS,

HORATIO ADAMS,
DAVID LORING,
N. F. CUNNINGHAM,
JACOB FORSTER,
W. E. FAULKNER,
ABEL PHELPS,
GARDNER C. HALL.

Suffolk, ss. January 19th, 1844.

Then personally appeared Alvah Crocker, E. H. Derby, Henry

Timmins, Horatio Adams, N. F. Cunningham, Jacob Forster, David

Loring, W. E. Faulkner, Abel Phelps, and Gardner C. Hall, Directors

of the Fitchburg Rail-road Company, and made solemn oath, that the

within report by them subscribed, was, to the best of their knowledge

and belief, true.

Before me,

JOHN J. LORING, Justice of the Peace.
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{Copy.)

Articles of agreement made this fourth day of May, A. D. 1843, by

and between the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company of the first

part, and the Fitchburg Rail-road Company of the second part, each

of which parties is a corporation duly established by the Common-

wealth of Massachusetts.

Article I.—In consideration of the covenants and agreements

hereinafter contained, the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company

doth hereby grant and demise to the Fitchburg Rail-road Company the

right to pass and repass over over the Charlestown Branch Rail-road

between Swett's wharf in Charlestown and Block Island in Fresh Pond

Meadows, exclu-ding, however, its branches with locomotive engines and

cars of all descriptions propelled by them by steam, and laden or un-

laden, with the privilege of using horses below Prison Point Bridge

when requisite, and elsewhere, in case of accident, for the term of

three years, commencing on the first day of January, eighteen hundred

and forty-four, for a compensation of forty-five hundred dollars per

annum—the payment of which rent shall be made quarterly each year,

subject to the deduction of dividends, as hereinafter provided.

Article II.—The Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company will

maintain the track of the road now in use, as above described, in suit-

able running order, excepting unavoidable accidents, which shall be

repaired by them with all reasonable despatch, and in such cases no

deduction shall be made from the above stated payments, unless the

road shall be closed by such accidents for a greater length of time

than one week. And the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company

agree during the continuance of said grant or lease, to provide good

and careful switch tenders at the intersection of their several branches

with the main track and at the Lowell Rail-road, or to keep such

switches duly turned and locked, so that the engines and trains of the

said Fitchburg Rail-road Company may pass with safety at the times

prescribed.

Article III.—It is agreed between the parties, that the trains and

engines of the Fitchburg Rail-road may pass over the Charlestown Branch

Rail-road, during the hours from four o'clock in the morning until

nine in the evening, to leave the Charlestown termination of the same
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at the commencement of any hour, and the western termination of the

same at the middle of any hour; but the trains so run shall not ex-

ceed twenty minutes in passing over the road, except in cases of acci-

dent, when the track shall be cleared with all possible despatch.

Nevertheless, it is agreed that the freight trains of the Fitchburg

Rail-road may start twice, at least, each day from each end of the

road, at times to be designated by the Fitchburg Rail-road Company,

ten minutes before such stated periods and occupy the road until

twenty minutes after them, provided the trains coming in the opposite

direction have arrived, which the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Com-

pany agree shall be the case, unavoidable accidents excepted. The
trains and engines of the Fitchburg Rail-road Company, may also

start after the first stated periods; but in no case shall they occupy

the road longer than until twenty minutes after the first stated periods

for starting, and in case of starting after said periods they shall give

the lead upon the road to trains that it is desired to start at such

periods. And the Fitchburg Rail-road Company may start their trains

five minutes before the regular staled period for starling as above

stated, but they shall be clear of the road twenty minutes after such

stated period. And it is also agreed between the parties that during

the hours, from nine in the evening until four in the morning, the

trains and engines of the Fitchburg Rail-road Company may run over

the road, leaving the Charlestown termination within eight minutes

before or after ihe hours, ten, twelve and two o'clock, and the wes-

tern termination, within eight minutes before or after the hours of

eleven, one and three o'clock ; and these trains may occupy the road

forty minutes from and after the commencement of each hour afore-

said ; but if the Fitchburg Rail-road Company shall run any train in

the. interval between the last above stated periods, of nine o'clock,

P. M. and four o'clock, A. ML, they shall, at their own expense, keep

and maintain suitable watchmen for the protection of the property of

the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, exposed thereby near the

eastern termination of the road, and bear all the expense of the at-

tendance upon the road through such nights. And the Charlestown

Branch Rail-road Company will allow no trains to be run or any ob-

struction that will interfere with the trains of the Fitchburg Rail-road,

which are run in accordance with these provisions, except in any case

of accident, unless the times of running and starting are altered by

mutual consent, in writing expressed.
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Article IV.—It is agreed that the Fitchburg Rail-road Company

shall pay a toll of twenty-five cents, per net ton, to the Charlestown

Branch Rail-road Company for all ice it shall transport from Fitch-

burg Rail-road, or other rail-roads, or branches thereof, over the

Charlestown Branch Rail-road, towards Charlestown, whether carried

either over the track leased or the road-bed purchased.

Article V.—The Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company agree

that they will either allow the trains of the Fitchburg Rail-road Com-

pany to stop at the station near Porter's tavern, in Cambridge, to land

and receive passengers going into or from said Fitchburgh Rail-road,

or shall bring from such station to the Charlestown depot, within one

hour of the starting of the trains of said company from Charlestown,

and take from said Charlestown to such station within one hour after

the arrival of such trains and without charge, all passengers wishing

to pass between such stations and any station on or beyond the Fitch-

burg Rail-road ; and in case such trains shall stop at such station, near

Porter's, the Fitchburg Rail-road Company shall account to the

Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, for the fares of all local

travellers carried only between such last' named station and Charles-

town. But it is expressly understood that the trains of the Fitchburg

Rail-road Company shall not stop on the line of the Charlestown

Eranch Rail-road for any other purpose or under any other circum-

stances than as above stated, accidents excepted ; nor shall they stop

for any purpose of receiving or discharging freight or passengers at

any other point nearer the termination of the Charlestown Branch

Rail-road, than where the Fitchburg Rail-road shall pass the road

formerly the Concord turnpike, except by consent; but they may stop

at any crossing of any road now built, to discharge freight which may

be nearer than said road to the western teimination of the Charles-

town Branch Rail-road. The prohibitions and restrictions expressed

in this article, to apply to both tracks, to the one which may be laid

on the road-bed, sold to the said Fitchburg Rail-road Company, (as

per article 9th,) as well as to that leased to them.

Article VI.—The Fitchburg Rail-road Company shall have the

right, at their own expense, to connect the track of the Charlestown

Branch Rail-road, with such depots, engine-houses, water stations, and

wharves, as they shall establish at Charlestown, and to convey water

pipes, with water under the same, and to establish crossings for car-

riages and teams over the same ; said connections and crossings to be
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served and attended, at their own expense, both for the convenience

of the Fitchburg Rail-road, and to admit a free passage for the trains

of the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, and they shall be con-

structed with reference to the proper convenience of both of the par-

ties to this instrument.

Article VII.—And it is further provided, that there shall be de-

ducted from said rent whatever dividends and interest shall be declared,

(from and after the 1st day of January, 1844,) on five hundred shares

in the capital stock of said Fitchburg Rail-road Company, subscribed

for by said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, whether the same

shall be held by the latter company or by other persons, which shares

are to be issued immediately. And the said Charlestown Branch Rail-

road Company expressly agree that they will not alienate or transfer

any of said shares until after the first Monday of August next, but the

latter company may pledge the same to responsible parties to secure

loans in such manner that the same shall not be sold until after said

first Monday of August.

Article VIII.—In case the parties of either part shall at any

time exceed, in any degree, the time prescribed for running, or make

any trifling departure from the terms of the contract, the same shall

not operate as a forfeiture of it, but the delinquent party shall be ac-

countable to the other for all damages and inconvenience occasioned

thereby and shall endeavor to avoid a recurrence.

Article IX.—The Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company in

consideration of fifty thousand dollars to them paid by the Fitchburg

Rail-road Company, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, do

hereby grant and convey to said Fitchburg Rail-road Company, the right

to use forever a portion of the road-bed of said Charlestown Branch Rail-

road Company, from the easterly end of Prison Point Bridge to the junc-

tion of the two roads at Block Island, including the rail-road bridges :

such portion to be one rod wide, and to be as favorable with respect to

drainage, maintenance and expense of grading and laying down track

and running cars thereon, as the road-bed lying on the southerly side

of their present track now is, the said portion not being expressly de-

fined and separated, in order to give more latitude in the future

location of the same, with a view to provide for the future busi-

ness of the Charlestown Branch Rail-road; and the said Charlestown

Branch Rail-road Company do to the extent of all power vested in

them bv their charter, and by the charier of the Fitchburg Rail-road

13
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Company, hereby convey to said Fitchburg Rail-road Company said

portion of the said road-bed, and all rights, privileges and franchise

thereto appurtenant, and the right to lay down a track thereon, and

use the same, and do agree to pay and discharge all claims for damages

for land taken or to be taken therefor, and to permit the said Fitchburg

Rail-road Company to receive a fair proportion of any sum which shall

hereafter be paid by the State for the purchase of such portion and to

account therefor, if the same shall be paid to said Charlestown Branch

Rail-road Company by the State, and do agree to locate and define

such road-bed within sixty days after notice from said Fitchburg Rail-

road Company of their intention to lay down a track thereon, and said

Fitchburg Rail-road Company shall lay down such track within one

year after such location, and upon their failure to lay down such track

within said period, a new location may be made by said Charlestown

Branch Rail-road Company upon receiving a second notice. And the

said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company further convey, as afore-

said, to said Fitchburg Rail-road Company, one undivided half of the

road-bed extending from the eastern terminus of Prison Point Bridge

to Swett's wharf, with the franchise and privileges appurtenant, with

the privilege of laying down a track thereon, parallel to the present

track : such track to be laid down as soon as the second track shall be

laid on the western part of the road-bed, conveyed and reserving to the

Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company the right of laying down such

track at any time, in case one shall not be laid down by the Fitchburg

Rail-road Company—the expense of laying down the same to be paid

by the Fitchburg Rail-road Company, when the rent payable under this

agreement shall cease and determine, and they also agree to extinguish

all claims for land damages, to which the said road-bed is subject, and

both parties agree that said tracks shall be used exclusively, the one for

upward and the other for downward trains, and shall not be stopped

upon by either party to the interruption of the business of the other,

and that this restriction shall apply to all trains coming from or going

to other railways, which the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company

reserve the privilege of passing over this line in manner above recited,

it being understood that the Fitchburg Rail-road Company have full

power to draw with their own engines over such track the cars of other

companies.

Article X.—This instrument may be recorded, and shall operate

as a lien on the Charlestown Branch Rail-road, and have prece-
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dence over all mortgages, sales or alienation of said rail-road prop-

erty.

Article XI.—Each of the parties hereto covenants with the other,

that there shall be no unnecessary interference between them in the

use of said Charlestown Branch Rail-road, built or to be built—and

their appurtenances—and that all reasonable efforts shall be made for

their respective convenience and accommodation.

Article XII.—Each company shall be responsible for and indem-

nify the other against all damages occasioned by itself or its agents.

Article XIII.—If any disagreement shall arise between the parties

hereto, the same shall be determined by three arbitrators, one to be

selected by each party, and the third by the two thus selected, whose

award or the award of any two of them shall be final and conclusive.

Article XIV.—It is further agreed, that the Charlestown Branch

Rail-road Company may continue to transact the business of the

Lowell and Nashua Rail-road Company, pursuant to the contract be-

tween them ; with the understanding, however, that it shall be so con-

ducted as not to interfere unreasonably with the trains of the Fitch-

burg Rail-road Company.

Article XV.—The Fitchburg Rail-road Company agree not to

make or establish any branches or depots, at anytime, between a point

one hundred yards east of the crossing of the Concord turnpike and

the easterly end of Prison Point Bridge, without the written consent

of the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company. And after laying

down their track upon the road-bed purchased by them, to interfere in

no greater degree with the local business of the Charlestown Branch

Rail-road Company, than they are permitted to do under the lease of

the track hereinbefore set forth, which local business is expressly re-

served to themselves by said last-named company.

Article XVI.—The Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company here-

by acknowledge the receipt of the said certificate of five hundred shares

of the stock of the Fitchburg Rail-road Company.

And to the faithful performance of all the argreements herein con-

tained, the said parties mutually bind themselves. In witness of all

which the said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company have fully

executed these presents, by affixing thereto their corporate seal and

signature, by James Dana, their president, duly authorized for the pur-

pose. And the said Fitchburg Rail-road Company have also executed

the same, by affixing thereto their corporate seal and signature, by
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Alvah Crocker, their president, and Thomas Wiley, their treasurer,

as duly empowered for the purpose.

Signed, sealed and delivered in presence

of us. The words " from and after

the first day of January, eighteen hun-

dred and forty-four," first interlined.

Signed, H. Weld Fuller,
" John L. Andrews.

Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company.

Signed by

JAMES DANA,
President Chas. Branch R. R. Co.

[L.S.]

Seal of C. B. Rail-road Co.

Henry Jaques, Treasurer.

The Fitchburg Rail-road Company, x Seal of the

By A. CROCKER, President. \ [L.S.]

Thomas Wiley, Treasurer. 1 F. JR. jR. Company.

Suffolk, ss. June 1st, 1843. Then personally appeared James

Dana, President of the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, and

acknowledged the foregoing instrument to be the free act and deed

of said Company ;—and also Alvah Crocker and Thomas Wiley, the

President and Treasurer of the Fitchburg Rail-road Company, and ac-

knowledged in like manner the above instrument, by them executed, to

be the free act and deed of said Fitchburg Rail-road Company.

Before me,

H. WELD FULLER, Justice of the Peace.

Charlestown, May 4, 1843.

At a meeting of the stockholders of the Charlestown Branch Rail-

road Company, held this day, Voted, That the articles of agreement with
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the Fitchburg Rail-road Company, as reported by the directors of this

company be, and they are hereby adopted.

Voted, That in pursuance of the authority granted by the Legisla-

ture in the act incorporating the Fitchburg Rail-road Company, the

President of this company be, and he hereby is authorized in the name

and on behalf of this company, to sell and convey to the Fitchburg

Rail-road Company a road-bed upon the terms and conditions, and

for the compensation named in the articles of agreement this day adopt-

ed by this company.

Voted, That the President be, and hereby is authorized to lease to

the Fitchburg Rail-road Company the use of the present track of the

Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company for the term of three years

from the first day of January, eighteen hundred and forty-four, agree-

ably to the provisions contained in the above-named articles.

Voted, That the President of this company be, and he hereby is au-

thorized to subscribe on behalf of this company for fifty thousand

dollars in the capital stock of the Fitchburg Rail-road Company, and

on the receipt of certificates of said stock as fully paid for, or of good

and sufficient bonds for the same, to sign, execute and deliver to the

Fitchburg Rail-road Company, the said articles of agreement.

A true copy. Attest,

Signed, HENRY L. JAQUES,

Clerk of the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company.

At a meeting of the shareholders of the Fitchburg Rail-road Com-

pany, held at Boston, May 9, 1843, it was Voted, That the company

sanction and recommend the acceptance of the offers of the Charlestown

Wharf Company, and the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, to

sell the property tendered by them to this company. Also, Voted,

That the directors be instructed to close the contracts, as soon as said

corporations have caused subscriptions to be made for one thousand

shares they propose to take.

I hereby certify, that the above are true extracts from the records of

the stockholders of the Fitchburg Rail-road Company, and that the

above subscriptions have been made.

Attest, JOHN P. WELCH,

Of the Fitchburg Rail-road Company.
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At a meeting of the directors of the Fitchburg Rail-road Company,

held May 9, 1843, it was Voted, That the President and Treasurer, and

either of them, be authorised to execute contracts with the Charlestown

Branch Rail-road Company, for the purchase of a portion of their rail-

road and franchise and lease of the track.

Attest, JOHN P. WELCH,

Clerk of the Fitchburg R. R. Company.

Memorandum of an agreement made Dec. 19, 1843, by and between

the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Co., of the one part, and the

Fitchburg Rail-road Co., of the other part.

The Chailestown Branch Rail-road Company hereby agree to run

the line from Warren Bridge depot to Waltham, until the first day of

January next, with three trains a day, as now advertised, in each direc-

tion, and to take all passengers and freight that offer, at rates to be fixed

by the Fitchburg Rail-road Company, and to provide all passenger cars

and engines, and to assume all risks of transportation, except those

arising from defects in the track of the Fitchburg Rail-road, which

shall be borne by the Fitchburg Rail-road Company, and to provide all

conductors and men, and to keep the line clear of snow.

The Fitchburg Rail-road Company hereby agree to allow ten dol-

lars a trip, including the run up and back, for the services of the

Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, and to provide all freight cars

that shall be required, a baggage car, and to pay for the services of one

switchman, and to provide a spare engine to be used in cases of emer-

gency ; a proper allowance to be made by the Charlestown Branch Rail-

road Co. for the use of such engine, to be settled by the engineers of

the two lines.

And it is further agreed, that if any profit shall be realized from the

earnings of the line, after deducting the ten dollars per trip, the ex-

penses of loading and unloading freight, advertising, and the wages of

one switchman at the junction of the two lines, and an allowance of a
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cent and a half per ton a mile on all freight for the use of the Fitchburg

freight cars, and all expenses of ticket offices and depots, then such

surplus profit shall be equally divided between the two companies.

Committee of Charlestoicn Branch Rail-road Co.

Signed by S. S. LITTLEHALE.

Attest,

F. W. Buckingham.

Committee of the Fitchburg Rail-road Co.

Signed by E. H. DERBY.
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FIRST ANNUAL REPORT

or THE

HARTFORD AND SPRINGFIELD

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION,

TO THE LEGISLATURE,

JANUARY, 1844.

By an act of April 5th, 1839, the Legislature of Massachusetts

created " The Hartford and Springfield Rail-road Corporation," with

power to construct a rail-road, from a point in Springfield to the line

of the State of Connecticut, with a view to unite the same with a

rail-road authorized by the Legislature of Connecticut, from Hartford

to the line of Massachusetts, under an act passed in May, 1835.

Authority was given by the Legislatures of both States, for the

union of the two companies into one, by concurrent votes of the stock-

holders of both.

The separate corporation, thus created in Connecticut, was, how-

ever, never organized, and the Legislature of that State in October,

1842, authorized " The Hartford and New Haven Rail-road Com-

pany," to extend their road from Hartford to the line of Massachusetts,

and thence, with the consent of the Legislature of the latter State, to

the town of Springfield in Massachusetts.

Sufficient subscriptions having been first obtained, this corporation

was duly organized, October 6th, 1841, by the choice of directors

and other officers, and the adoption of the necessary by-laws. This

organization has been regularly continued to the present time.

The whole capital stock now subscribed to the corporation, in this

State, is sixty thousand dollars. Upon this, no assessment has yet



1844.] SENATE—No. 19. 101

been laid. Considerable expenses were, however, incurred by indi-

viduals, in 1839, and subsequent years, for surveys of various routes

for the road, and those expenses were by vote assumed by this cor-

poration.

The Hartford and New Haven Rail-road Company, having, during

the past year, resolved to extend their road, from their depot at Hart-

ford to the line of this State, an agreement was entered into between

that company and this corporation, that the former should construct

also the part of the line in Massachusetts, at their own expense, using,

therefor, as might be necessary, the powers conferred by the charter

of this corporation, and should own and control the road when con-

structed : provided, however, that the whole line between Springfield

and Hartford should be substantially built, with a heavy iron rail, and

be completed and opened for use in November, 1844, and that all ex-

penses of surveys should be paid by said company.

In pursuance of these arrangements, the line of the road has been

definitely located by this corporation, from the Western Rail-road

depot, in Springfield, passing southerly along the east bank of the

Connecticut river, and through the Longmeadow meadows to the south

line of the State, a distance of 5^ miles.

From the line of the State, the road is located by the Connecticut

Company, through Enfield, and near the margin of the river, crossing

to the west bank near the foot of King's Island, and about one mile

above Windsor Locks, and from thence, in a very direct course, through

Windsor and Hartford to the depot of the Hartford and New Haven

Company at Hartford. The whole distance between the two depots is

about 25J miles.

The grading, bridging and masonry of this whole line has been put

under contract, and the work has been commenced and is now prose-

cuting with great vigor. The iron rails have been purchased, and the

undersigned confidently anticipate, that the whole line will be finished

and opened for use by the first day of November next.

All the operations within this State are in the name of this corpora-

tion, exclusively under their charter and by officers appointed by them.

The expenditures incurred within this State, may be stated, approxi-

mately, as follows

:

For preliminary surveys and organization, and surveys

for final location, about $2,668 85

For land damages and rights of way, . . . 8,748 2]

14



102 HARTFORD AND SPRINGFIELD RAIL-ROAD. [Jan.

For graduation and masonry, 2,160 00

" miscellaneous expenses, about .... 500 00

$14,07? 06

All which is respectfully submitted,

GEORGE BLISS,

CHESTER W. CHAPIN,
SAM. J. HITCHCOCK,

Directors.

State of Connecticut.

Hartford County, ss. January 17, 1844.

Then and there personally appeared Chester W. Chapin and Samuel

J. Hitchcock, two of the abovenamed directors, and made oath, that

the above report by them signed is true.

Before me,

ELIZUR GOODRICH, Justice of the Peace.

Hampden, ss. January 19, 1844.

Personally appeared George Bliss, and made oath to the truth of the

above report by him subscribed.

Before

HENRY MORRIS, Justice of the Peace.
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EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

NASHUA AND LOWELL
RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.

To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts :

The Directors of the Nashua and Lowell Rail-road* Corporation

hereby submit their Eighth Annual Report of their acts and doings,

receipts and expenditures, under their acts of incorporation, from

October 31st, 1842, to November 1st, 1843.

The total amount of capital paid in, is $380,000 00

The amount expended the past year, including amount

expended for addition of road, is

For repairs of road, .... 4,530 73

For repairs of engines and cars, - - 3,573 23

Charlestown Branch R. R. Co. - - 617 46

Charlestown Wharf Co. - 929 22
Fuel, oil, salaries, and all other miscellane-

ous expenses, - 30,341 25
839,991 89

The amount received during the past year, is,

From passengers, 43,755 05

From merchandize, ... - 37,296 06

From miscellaneous receipts, - - 3,027 64
$84,078 75

From the earnings of the road during the past year, two dividends

have been declared of four per cent, each ; one payable June 1st 1843,

the other November 29th, 1843.

Owing to the state of the money market being such that the contin-

gent fund of the Corporation could not be invested advantageously, a
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dividend of four per cent, was made out of the contingent fund, paya-

ble to the stockholders on the twenty-ninth day of November last, in

anticipation on the dividend regularly to be made on the last Wednes-

day of May next, leaving the whole income for the following 6 months

to be applied to the ordinary expenses of the road, and for such other

expenses as appears, by a report of the superintendent, may be re-

quired, during that period, for renewal of motive powers, cars, and

superstructure.

The miles run by locomotive engines, the past year,

has been as follows :

With passenger trains, - - - 28,470

With merchandize, - - - 10,470

With miscellanies, - - - 3,330
42,270 miles.

All of which' is respectfully submitted, by

DAN. ABBOT,
C. H. ATHERTON,
JESSE BOWERS,
HENRY TIMMINS,
THOMAS B. WALES,

Directors.

Suffolk, ss. Boston, Dec. 26th, 1843.

Then the above-named Daniel Abbot, C. H. Atherton, Jesse

Bowers, Henry Timmins, and Thomas B. Wales, personally appeared,

and made oath that the foregoing report, by them respectively sub-

scribed, is true, according to their best knowledge and belief.

Before me,

LOWELL M. STONE,

Justice of the Peace.

Boston, Jan. 2d, 1844. I, the subscriber, Commissioner for the

State of Massachusetts, have examined the within Report, and believe

the same to be correct.

WM AMORY,

Commissioner for the State of Massachusetts.
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FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

NEW BEDFORD AND TAUNTON

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.

To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachu-

setts :

The Directors of the New Bedford and Taunton Rail-road Corpora-

tion do hereby make their Fifth Annual Report of their acts and

doings, receipts and expenditures, under their act of incorporation,

to 31st December, 1843.

Amount of capital stock paid in - $400,000 00

Expenditures.

Amount expended on cost of road at the

time of the last annual report, - - 8394,795 68

Since which time there has been paid for

land, depots, &c, ... - 1,457 88

396,253 56

Amount paid for ™ parts engines, cars, &c.

at the time of last report, - - - 31,326 77

Amount expended since, ... 962 92 32,289 69

Whole cost of road, engines and cars, - - $428,543 25
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The receipts during the year ending 31st December, 1843, have

been as follows :

—

Amount received for transportation of

passengers, $37,393 51

Amount received for transportation of

merchandize, 11,181 99

Amount received for transportation of U.

S. mail, 2,096 00

50,671 50

The expenditures during the year ending 31st December,

1843, have been as follows :

—

Repairs of road, 3,881 37
" " engines and cars, - - - 4,502 96

Fuel, oil, salaries and miscellaneous ex-

penses, 13,896 39

22,280 72

There have been two dividends declared during the year, of 3 per

cent, each, on the amount of capital $400,000, say $24,000.

Statement of the number of miles run by the different trains over

the road, for the year ending the 31st, December, 1843.

Passenger trains, 27,480 mis.

Merchandize trains, - 12,520 "

Extra trains, 1,65S "

41,658 mis.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

JOS. GRINNELL,
GEO. HOWLAND,
DAVID R. GREENE,
THOMAS MANDELL,
WM. VV. SWAIN.

I certify, that the within-named Joseph Grinnell made oath, before

me, that the within Fifth Annual Report of the acts and doings of the
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New Bedford and Taunton Rail-road Corporation, for the year 1843,

is true, according to his best knowledge and belief, this 12th day of

January, A. D. 1844.

ROB. C. WINTHROP,
Justice of the Peace for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Bristol, ss. New Bedford, January 19, A. D. 1844.

Then personally appeared George Howl and and William W. Swain,

and made solemn affirmation, and Thomas Mandell and David R.

Greene, made oath, that the foregoing report by them subscribed, is

true, according to their best knowledge and belief.

Before me,

J. W. CLIFFORD, Justice Peace.



108 NORWICH AND WORCESTER RAIL-ROAD. [Jan.

EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

NORWICH AND WORCESTER

RAILROAD CORPORATION.

To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

:

The Directors of the Norwich and Worcester Rail-road Corporation,

in obedience to the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,

present this, their Eighth Annual Report, as follows :

Cost of the road, engines, depots, wharfs, &c. &,c,

see commissioners' report to 31st Dec. 1843, . $2,166,566 49

Receipts during the year ending 31st December, 1843,

are as follows :

For transportation of passengers, . $95,856 85
" freight, . . 51,102 39

" mail and express, . . . 5,662 50

" rents and wharfage, . . . 1,800 99

" monies received in 1843, earned

previously, .... 8,136 23

$162,558 96

Deduct not collected, as appears by

treasurer's books, . . . 223 03

$162,335 93

Expenses during the year ending 31st Dec. 1843 :

For ordinary expenses of road, . $7,408 83

" repairs of engines and cars, . . 9,180 87
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For fuel and oil, .... 14,063 11

" passenger expenses, . . . 10,964 09

" freight expenses, .... 9,135 44

" mail, advertising, and general ex-

penses, 3,847 17

" salaries, 5,466 30

" extraordinary repairs in 1843, caus-

ed by flood, 9,626 63
" expenses of running road, incurred

previous to 1843, . $3,940 58

" other expenses of 1842,

paid in 1843, . . 3,749 41

7,689 99

expenses paid by the treasurer, not

brought into the superintendent's

department, ..... 4,401 07

interest on all loans and debts paid

in 1843, 51,565 74

contingent expenses, . . . 3,821 94

office expenses, .... 293 77

Total amount of expenses paid in 1843, 137,464 95

Whole number of miles run duung the year :

By passenger trains, .... 99,197

" freight trains, 33,040

For road clearing, &c, .... 13,838

Amount to profit and loss, . . . 624,870 98

Whole number of miles run, . . 146,075

No dividend has been declared during the year ending 31st Decem-

ber, 1843.

DANIEL TYLER,
JEDEDIAH HUNTINGTON,
RUSSELL HUBBARD,
J. G. W. TRUiMBULL,
W. P. GREENE,
JOHN A. ROCKWELL,
ERASTUS WILLIAMS.

15
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State of Connecticut.

New London County, ss. Norwich, Jan'y 27, 1844. Then per-

sonally appeared Daniel Tyler, J. G. W. Trumbull, Russell Hubbard,

John A. Rockwell, William P. Greene, Jedediah Huntington and

Erastus Williams, and made oath severally that the foregoing statement

by them subscribed is true, to the best of their knowledge and belief.

Before me, JOHN DE WITT,
Justice of the Peace.

We, the subscribers, commissioners of the Norwich and Worcester

Rail-road Company, appointed by the Governors of the States of Mas-

sachusetts and Connecticut, having examined the foregoing report of

the directors of said company, believe it to be correct, and approve of

the same.

A. H. BULLOCK,
Commissioner for the State of Massachusetts.

JOHN DE WITT,
Commissioner for the State of Connecticut.

The undersigned, having been called upon to examine the accounts

relative to the expenditures of the Norwich and Worcester Rail-road

Company, and for deciding what part of said expenditures are applica-

ble to the road in Connecticut, and what part to the road in Massa-

chusetts, have, on this twenty-seventh day of January, 1844, examined

the said accounts of said company, up to the thirty-first day of Decem-

ber, 1843, and do find that, since the thirty-first day of December,

1842, there has been expended, by said company, in Connecticut

:

For carriage department, - - - $4,413 67

For depot buildings, ... - 156 25

For graduation, 78 24

For land damages, 8,318 91

Total amount expended in Connecticut,
in 1843, 12,967 07

From which deduct land sold in 1843, - 9,050 00
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Balance of amount expended in Con-

necticut in 1843, 3,917 07

To which add cost of road in Con-

necticut up to 31st Dec. 1842, - 1,512,228 36J

Total cost of the road in Connecti-

cut, to 31st Dec. 1843, 1,516,145 435

There has been expended, in Massachusetts, during the

same period :

For carriage department, .... 2,206 83

For county roads, 147 41

For land damages, . - 1,833 25

Less land sold in Mass. - 100 00

1733 25

Total amount expended in Massachu-

setts, in 1843, 4,087 49

To which add, cost of the road in

Mass., 31st Dec. 1842, - - - 646,333 56J

Total cost of the road in Mass. 31st Dec. 1842, - - 650,42l,05£

Total cost of the whole road, 31st Dec. 1843, - $2,166,566 49

It appears, from the examination of the books of the company, that

the said corporation have kept distinct and separate accounts of their

expenditures in Connecticut and Massachusetts, agreeably to the acts

of said states creating the present Norwich and Worcester Rail-road

company.

The receipts of the corporation, from the transportation of persons

mails, merchandize, and for wharfage and rents for the year ending

the 31st Dec. 1843, as shown by the Treasurer's books, amount

to the sum of $162,335 93

And the expenditures for the same period,

for working the road, and repairs - - 72,567 79

For salaries, - - - 5,466 30

For do. of 1841 and 1842,

paid in 1843, - - 2,142 73

7,609 03
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For contingent expenses - 3,821 94

For do. of 1841 and 1842,

paid in 1843, - - 1,606 68

5,428 62

For office expenses, - 293 77

Interest, ..---- 51,565 74

Total amount of expenses paid in 1843, - - - 137,464 95

Amount to profit and loss, 24,870 98

One-third of which amount set to Mas-

sachusetts, 8,290 33

Two-thirds of which amount set to Con-

necticut, 16,580 65

Norwich, Connecticut, Jan. 27, 1844.

A. H. BULLOCK,
Commissioner for the State of Massachusetts.

JOHN DE WITT,
Commissioner for the State of Connecticut.
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NINTH ANNUAL REPORT

TAUNTON BRANCH RAILROAD

CORPORATION

To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

;

The Directors of the Taunton Branch Rail-road Corporation do here-

by make the Ninth Annual Report of their acts and doings, receipts

and expenditures.

The total amount of capital paid in is . . . 8250,000 00

The expenditures during the year ending November 30,

1843, have been as follows :

For repairs of the rail-road, . . . . 3,335 23

For repairs of the cars and engines, .... 2,492 92

Amount paid to the Boston and Providence

Rail-road Corporation for their portion of

receipts from passengers, . . $24,749 64

Amount paid to said corporation for their

portion of freight, . . . 7,822 23

$32,571 87

Amount paid to the New Bedford and Taunton Rail-

road Corporation, under the agreement between the

two corporations, and on account of freight, . . 1,344 53
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Amount paid on account of new cars, . . . 529 61

Other miscellaneous expenditures, .... 11,121 39

Total amount of expenditures, .... $51,395 55

The income of the corporation during the year ending

November 30, 1843, has been a follows :

Amount received from the transportation of passengers, $51,041 46

Income from the transportation of merchandize, . 20,484 12

Amount of other miscellaneous receipts, . . . 2,725 68

Total amount of income, . $74,251 26

A dividend of three per cent, has been declared, payable

on July 3, 1843, amounting to .... $7,500 00

A dividend of five per cent, has been declared, payable

on December 19, 1843, amounting to 12,500 00

Total, . $20,000 00

The number of miles run by passenger trains, over the

Taunton Branch Rail-road, exclusively during the

year ending Nov. 30, 1843, has been . . . 15,063

The number of miles run by mercandize trains, during

the same period, has been 69,74

The number of miles run by extra trains for drawing

gravel, and clearing track from snow, has been . 536

Total, 22,573

All which is respectfully submitted.

THOMAS B. WALES,
SAM. FROTHINGHAM,
JNO. F. LORING,
SAMUEL QUINCY,

Directors.

Boston, January 22, 1844.
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Suffolk, ss. Boston, January 22, 1844.

Then personally appeared the above-named T. B. Wales, S. Froth-

ingham, Jno. F. Loring, and S. Quincy, and made oath, that the fore-

going report by them subscribed, was true, according to the best of

their knowledge and belief.

Before me,

EDW. PICKERING, Justice of the Peace.
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SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT

WEST STOCKBRIDGE

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION

To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts :

The Directors of the West Stockbridge Rail-road Corporation present

the Sixth Annual Report of the doings of said corporation :

The West Stockbridge Rail-road, since the presentation of the last

annual report, has been occupied and used by the Hudson and Berk-

shire Riil-road Company, and the Housatonic Rail-road Company,

under the agreements specified in said report, and under a contract ex-

ecuted between the three companies on the twenty-eighth day of April

last. This contract, it will be seen, was never fully executed by all

the proper officers appointed by the Housatonic Rail-road Company

for that purpose, but it is regarded as valid and effective, and the road

is now in the oscupation of the said company by virtue of its provi-

sions, and they have made payments on the contract to the amount of

one hundred and fifty dollars, which is all that has been received by

this corporation during the past year, in the way of rents or profits

from the road.

This corporation having never purchased any cars, engines, or other

apparatus, and having never run the road on their own account, the

directors are unable to comply with the requisitions of the statutes of

1837 and 1841, respecting the contents of the annual reports of rail-

road corporations. The repairs made upon the road since it was open-

ed in 1838, have been mostly at the expense of the Hudson and Berk-
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shire Rail-road Company, and their accounts for that service constitute

a part of the still unsettled transactions between the two corporations.

SYLVESTER SPENCER,
VVM. JONES,
SEDGWICK S. COLE,
ASH. CONE,
THOMAS CONE,

Directors

.

West Stockbridge, Jan'y 16, 1844.

Berkshire, ss. January 16, 1844. Sworn to before me.

H. W. TAFT, Justice of the Peace.

(Copy of Contract referred to in Report.)

This agreement, made the twenty-eighth day of April, eighteen hun-

dred forty-three, between the West* Stockbridge Rail-road Corporation,

by Erastus Crocker, Sylvester Spencer and Thomas Cone, specially

authorized thereto, and the Hudson and Berkshire Rail-road Company,

by Seneca Butts and John Power, specially authorized thereto, and the

Housatonic Rail-road Company, by Alfred Bishop, William P. Burrall

and Roswell B. Mason, a committee specially authorized thereto, by

the board of directors, for this purpose, on the second part, witness-

eth—

The Housatonic Rail-road Company being desirous to run their

trains on the West Stockbridge Rail-road, to and from the State line,

for the purpose of connecting with the trains of the Western Rail-road

Company, the said West Stockbridge Rail-road Corporation and the

Hudson and Berkshire Rail-road Company do, in consideration of the

stipulations of the said Housatonic Rail-road Company, hereinafter set

forth, severally covenant and agree to and with the said Housatonic

Rail-road Company, as follows :

1. The Housatonic Rail-read Company shall have the right and

privilege to run their passenger trains over said West Stockbridge

Rail-road, from the village of West Stockbridge, to its junction with

the Western Rail-road at the State line, once a day each way, from the

eighth day of May next, during the ensuing season, until the naviga

16



118 WEST STOCKBRIDGE RAIL-ROAD. [Jan.

tion of the Hudson River to Albany is closed by ice, in the next fall

or winter, so as to prevent steamboats from running to Albany.

2. From and after the closing of navigation of the Hudson River,

in the next fall or winter, (to wit, the fall of 1843,) until the opening

of said navigation, so that steamboats shall run to Albany in the ensu-

ing spring, to wit, the spring of 1844, the said Housatonic Rail-road

Company shall have the sole and exclusive use of the said West Stock-

bridge Rail-road, its depot buildings, (except the office now occupied

by the Hudson and Berkshire Rail-road Company,) and the turn-round

and fixtures, for doing their business, both in passengers and freight,

without interference or obstruction from the said West Stockbridge

Rail-road Corporation, or from the said Hudson and Berkshire Rail-

road Company, their agents, servants and assigns.

The Housatonic Rail-road Company, on the other part, in consider-

ation of the foregoing, hereby covenant and agree to and with the said

West Stockbridge Rail-road Corporation, and the said Hudson and

Berkshire Rail-road Company, as follows

:

1. The Housatonic Rail-road Company hereby agree to pay to the

West Stockbridge Rail-road Corporation, as a compensation for the use

of the road as aforesaid, at the rate of fifty dollars per month, for such

length of time as said company shall run merely their passenger trains

over said road as aforesaid, and at the rate of one hundred and fifty

dollars per month during such portion of the time as said company

shall have the privilege of the sole use of the said road, its depot,

buildings and fixtures, with the exception of the office as aforesaid
;

said payments to be made monthly to the treasurer of said West Stock-

bridge Rail-road Corporation, at his office in the village of West Stock-

bridge, whose receipt shall be a full discharge therefor from any claim

for the same from either of said parties.

2. Said Housatonic Rail-road Company will pay one half the ex-

pense of keeping said road in as good repair as it shall be found in on

the day they commence running under this agreement, from that time

to the opening of navigation of the Hudson River to Albany, in the

spring of 1844 as aforesaid.

And the said Hudson and Berkshire, and Housatonic Rail-road

Companies, do mutually agree to exchange all freights which either

may have, destined to pass on to the road of the other, at the depot at

West Stockbridge, and pay to each other the charges due thereon, on

delivery of the freight. And the Housatonic Rail-road Company

hereby agrees and covenants that the charges for transportation of



1844.] SENATE—No. 19. 119

freight or passengers, between West Stockbridge and any way station

on the Berkshire or Housatonic Rail-roads, during the period far which

this agreement is made, shall be the same in either direction, and shall

not exceed the charges for passengers, or for similar freight, from the

same station for the same distance south.

And whereas, the Hudson and Berkshire Rail-road Company are to

occupy and use the West Stockbridge Hail-road, in common with the

Housatonic Rail-road Company, during a part of the year, it is hereby

agreed between the parties hereto, that if the said Hudson and Berk-

shire Company shall choose to run their trains over the road during

any portion of the period when the said Housatonic Rail-road Com-

pany would be, by the terms of this agreement, entitled to the sole and

exclusive possession of the same, they shall have a right so to do, and

that said Housatonic Rail-road Company shall pay only seventy-five

dollars per month during the time when the said Hudson and Berkshire

Rail-road Company shall so run their trains. And the said Housatonic

Rail-road Company do agree to furnish such a turn-out at the State

line as their convenience may require. And the said Hudson and

Berkshire Rail-road Company do agree to leave the depot at the State

line, for West Stockbridge village, in five minutes after the morning

train of the Western Rail-road from Albany shall leave the depot for

the east ; and leave a clear track the whole length of the West Stock-

bridge Rail-road, to its junction with the Berkshire Rail-road, in fif-

teen minutes after leaving the State line
;
provided, however, that if

the Western Rail-road train shall arrive at the State line, from Albany,

and leave their passengers, and the train of the Hudson and Berkshire

Company "is not in sight, the Housatonic Rail-road Company may take

the main track, and run first and directly to West Stockbridge. And

the Hudson and Berkshire Rail-road Company do further agree, that

the train of the Housatonic Rail-road Company, from Bridgeport, shall

have a clear track from the depot at West Stockbridge to the State

line, so- as to connect with the evening train of the Western Rail-road

from Boston to Albany.

And whereas, on the sixteenth day of January last, the Berkshire

Rail-road Company, by their president, made to the directors of the

West Stockbridge Rail-road Corporation, certain propositions disput-

ing the lease or purchase of their road, which propositions are now on

file with the clerk of said West Stockbridge Corporation
;
now the

said Housatonic Rail-road Company does covenant and agree, that the

"West Stockbridge Rail-road Corporation may, with the assent of the
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Hudson and Berkshire Rail-road Company, accept either of said prop-

ositions within one year from this date, and that said Berkshire Rail-

road Company shall carry out the same :—provided, however, that the

said propositions shall be so modified that the value of the West Stock-

bridge Rail-road, its buildings and fixtures, shall be fixed at thirty

thousand dollars, without an appraisal;—and provided, also, that if the

said West Stockbridge Rail-road Corporation shall conclude to accept

the proposition to purchase, the contract shall not go into effect, until

the expiration of this agreement ;—and provided, further, that if the

Berkshire Rail-road Company shall decline to carry out the proposi-

tion which may be accepted by the West Stockbridge Rail-road Cor-

poration, the Housatonic Rail-road Company may adopt and carry out

the same.

In witness whereof, the said parties, by their respective agents afore-

said, have executed this contract in duplicate, the day and year first

aforesaid.

Executed and delivered in presence of

Philip Powers.

ERASTUS CROCKER,
THOMAS CONE,
SYLVESTER SPENCER

;

Committee of W. S. R. R. Corp.

JOHN POWER,
S. BUTTS,

Committee of H. # B. R. R. Co.

A. BISHOP,

Committee of Housatonic R. R. Co.

A true copy of the contract.

Attest, HENRY W. TAFT,
Clerk of W. S. R. R. Corp.
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FIRST ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

WORCESTER BRANCH
RAIL-ROAD COMPANY.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Com-

monwealth of Massachusetts :

The Directors of the Worcester Branch Rail-road Company respect-

fully present their First Annual Report.

On the fifteenth day of March last this Company was organized, and

the location of the Rail-road was duly filed with the County Commis-

sioners of the County of Worcester.

The resources of the Company are, a subscription for 55

shares of stock, $5,500 00

On this stock 25 per cent, has been paid, and the sec-

ond instalment of 25 per cent, is ordered to be paid

on the first Wednesday in February next.

The cost of construction and materials of the Rail-road

was estimated at 4,269 16

By a change of arrangements, it is anticipated that the

cost will be increased by about - 800 00

Contracts not exceeding this estimate have been made, and the work

is in rapid progress. The iron rails, which are strap raita, 2£ inches

wide, and f inch thick, are on hand and paid for.

The state of business induced a delay in the commencement of the

work to a period so late that if it shall be completed before the seven

teenth day of March next, as the act of incorporation requires, the

Rail-road will be constructed in an expensive and imperfect manner.

The consequences of laying sills and rails on an embankment recently

made in the winter, need not be described. To avoid these evils, the
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stockholders have directed the undersigned to pray the honorable

Legislature to extend, for one year, the time limited for the construc-

tion of this Rail-road.

Respectfully submitted.

Worcester, Jan 13, 1844.

W. A. WHEELER,
STEPHEN SALISBURY,
BENJ. F. HEYWOOD,
FRED. W. PAINE,

Directors.

Worcester, ss. January 13, 1844.

Personally appeared the above-named W. A. Wheeler, Stephen

Salisbury, Frederick W. Paine, and made oath that the above written

report, by them subscribed, is true, according to the best of their

knowledge and belief. Before me,

JOHN W. LINCOLN,
Justice of the Peace.

Worcester, ss. January 13, 1844.

Personally appeared the above-named Benj. F. Heywood, and made

oath that the above written report, by him subscribed, is true, accord-

ing to the best of his knowedge and belief. Before me,

JOHN GREEN,
Justice of the Peace.


