
BOSTON – September 3, 2015 – The Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) is warning vessel operators about the
persistent presence of a North Atlantic right whale calf in the waters off Plymouth.  During the last week, the animal has
been sighted several times in the area between Gurnet Light and the Pilgrim Power Plant. 

For the safety of both mariners and the whale, DMF strongly urges boaters and commercial fishermen to proceed with
caution, reduce speed to less than 10 knots and post lookouts to avoid colliding with this highly endangered whale. 
Vessels are also prohibited by state and federal law from approaching within 500 yards of a right
whale.  Massachusetts Environmental Police and U.S. Coast Guard are authorized to enforce the 500-yard rule. 
Vessels that find themselves within 500 yards of a right whale should slowly and cautiously exit the area.

There have been no associated sightings of the calf’s mother during this time and her status and location are unknown. 
The 15-foot-long calf has been keeping a low profile at the surface, making it difficult to see, and it bears scars from a
recent vessel collision. Right whales are the most endangered large whale in the North Atlantic, with a population of
approximately 550 animals. 

Please report any sightings of this animal to the NOAA Right Whale Sightings Hotline at 866-755-
NOAA.

Management of maritime activities near right whales is part of MarineFisheries’ Right Whale Conservation Program.  The
Right Whale Conservation Program is a cooperative effort among MarineFisheries, the Provincetown Center for Coastal
Studies (CCS) and the National Marine Fisheries Service to study and protect right whales in Cape Cod Bay. Federal
funding for the program comes from the National Marine Fisheries Service and state funding comes from the
Massachusetts Environmental Trust.

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries) issues notices to mariners via the Northern Right Whale
Sighting Advisory System (SAS). Participating agencies in the SAS include MarineFisheries and the Massachusetts
Environmental Police, the U.S. Coast Guard, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), CCS, and other research
groups. Advisories can be viewed at the NOAA Fisheries Northeast Region website and are broadcast over NOAA
weather radio.

For more information, visit the MarineFisheries website or contact Erin Burke (Erin.Burke@state.ma.us, 978 551-0152)
or Dan McKiernan (dan.mckiernan@state.ma.us, 617 626-1536). Center for Coastal Studies right whale researcher Dr.
Charles (Stormy) Mayo can be reached at (508) 487-3623.
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Follow Secretary Beaton on Twitter……………………..twitter.com/massEEA

View downloadable photographs on Flickr:................. www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/
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