
PEPPERELL – September 18, 2015 – The Department of Fish and Game (DFG) and federal, state and local partners
today celebrated the impending removal of the Millie Turner Dam in Pepperell and the restoration of the Nissitissit River,
a tributary of the Nashua River. The Division of Ecological Restoration (DER) will begin the removal process next week.
The removal of the Turner Dam, the only full barrier on the Nissitissit River in Massachusetts, will improve ecological
conditions, eliminate a public safety hazard, reduce flooding risks, and enhance climate change resiliency in Pepperell. 

“Ecological restoration projects like this one restore the health of the river and surrounding land, and are vitally important
to the state’s goal of making communities more resilient to climate change,” said Energy and Environmental
Affairs Secretary Matthew Beaton. “We are happy to contribute to the restoration of habitat and wildlife in the
region while improving public safety in Pepperell.”  

“The Nissitissit River contains important habitat for rare freshwater mussels and native brook trout,” said DFG
Commissioner George Peterson. “The removal of the dam will reconnect almost a hundred miles of stream that
will benefit these and many other types of fish and wildlife.”

DER’s investment of $90,000 for engineering and design of the dam removal, complemented by the U.S. Department of
Interior and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s $200,000 for dam removal, will prevent an estimated $2.8 million
cost to repair the dam.

The dam removal complements and enhances the state’s ongoing land protection efforts in the region.  In 2010, the 17-
acre parcel surrounding the dam site was acquired by the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife for $475,000 and it is now
managed as part of the approximately 625-acre Nissitissit River Wildlife Management Area. DFG has also protected an
additional 175 acres of conservation land along the Nashua River in Pepperell and Dunstable in the past year.

“On behalf of the Pepperell Board of Selectmen and the residents of our town, I am proud to participate in this
prestigious event to mark the restoration of the Nissitissit River at the Millie Turner Dam,” said Pepperell Town
Administrator Mark Andrews. “I am thoroughly impressed with the overall benefit to the public, enhanced safety
and community resiliency that have been exhibited in this important project.  The Town of Pepperell is thankful to our
many partners (federal, state, local and nonprofit) who assisted in the planning, development, and most importantly,
funding of this project.” 

The river restoration project also affords opportunities for research and learning about the effects of dam removal on a
cold water stream. The Division of Fisheries and Wildlife is conducting fish community surveys and a comprehensive
study and relocation effort targeting the state-listed Brook Floater mussel. Keene State College is assessing physical
conditions before and after the dam removal to help understand how the transport of sediment changes habitat quality,
while UMass-Amherst is studying water quality including possible changes in water temperature and dissolved oxygen
concentrations.  

“In the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, we have an unprecedented opportunity to strengthen natural defenses along the
Atlantic Coast to protect communities and wildlife against future storms,” said Rick Bennett, regional scientist
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Northeast Region and lead for the agency’s Hurricane
Sandy resilience and recovery program. “Investments in projects like this one at Turner Dam support the goal
of President Obama's Climate Action Plan to make communities more resilient to increasingly intense future storms that
are the result of a changing climate. They also create jobs and provide opportunities for fishing, hiking, wildlife watching
and other recreational opportunities that improve the quality of life for local residents."
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The Nissitissit River Wildlife Management Area is very popular for fishing, hunting, bird watching, and hiking, and the
dam removal is expected to enhance trout fishing opportunities.

“The removal of the Millie Turner Dam has countless benefits for local communities,” said State Senator Eileen M.
Donoghue (D-Lowell). “Not only will it improve ecological conditions for the rare species that inhabit the Nissitissit
River, but it will also make our region more resilient to the effects of climate change and give local residents the
opportunity to enjoy the river’s beauty.”

“I am happy that the restoration of the Nissitissit River at the Millie Turner Dam will make our community more resilient
to climate change and create job opportunities as well as recreational opportunities for local residents,” said State
Representative Sheila Harrington (R-Groton).

“Shortly after the Millie Turner property was protected, we agreed to provide seed money for the dam removal, and our
chapter partnered with the Boston chapter of TU and donated ten thousand dollars to this effort,” said Michael
Rosser, Vice President of Trout Unlimited’s Squan-A-Tissit Chapter. “The removal of the dam fits nicely
with our mission to conserve, protect, and restore North America's cold water fisheries and their watersheds, and we are
happy and proud to partner in this effort.”

The Nashua River Watershed is also receiving national attention as a potential candidate for federal Wild and Scenic
designation.

“The Turner Dam removal will restore the Nissitissit River to its naturally free-flowing state just as the Nashua River
Wild & Scenic River Study is beginning. It’s an auspicious start,” said Elizabeth Ainsley Campbell, Executive
Director of the Nashua River Watershed Association.

The project is coordinated by The Massachusetts Department of Fish and Game’s Division of Ecological Restoration in
partnership with the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, U.S. Department of Interior, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Town of Pepperell, Trout Unlimited, Nashua River Watershed Association,
Nashoba Conservation Trust, Nissitissit River Land Trust and Massachusetts Outdoor Heritage Foundation. Engineering
is provided by Gomez and Sullivan Engineers, P.C., and the site contactor is T Ford Company, Inc.

The mission of the Division of Ecological Restoration is to restore and protect the Commonwealth’s rivers, wetlands and
watersheds for the benefit of people and the environment.  The Division of Fisheries and Wildlife (DFW) is responsible
for the conservation – including restoration, protection and management – of fish and wildlife resources for the benefit
and enjoyment of the public.

The Department of Fish and Game (DFG) is responsible for promoting the conservation and enjoyment of the
Commonwealth’s natural resources. DFG carries out this mission through land protection and wildlife habitat
management, management of inland and marine fish and wildlife species, and ecological restoration of fresh water, salt
water, and terrestrial habitats. DFG promotes enjoyment of the Massachusetts environment through outdoor skills
workshops, fishing festivals and other educational programs, and by enhancing access to the Commonwealth's rivers,
lakes, and coastal waters.
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Follow Secretary Beaton on Twitter……………………..twitter.com/massEEA

View downloadable photographs on Flickr:................. www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/
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Visit The Great Outdoors blog:….……………………….. www.mass.gov/blog/environment

Visit our website:....................................................... www.mass.gov/eea
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