
WEST SPRINGFIELD– September 24, 2015- Today, Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Matthew Beaton
and Department of Agricultural Resources (DAR) Commissioner John Lebeaux attended Massachusetts Day at the Big
E Fair in West Springfield to support the Massachusetts agricultural industry. Secretary Beaton kicked the day off with a
speaking program on the lawn of the Massachusetts Building, then visited vendors from around Massachusetts and
participated in a cooking demonstration with the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR).

“Massachusetts Day at the Big E showcases and celebrates the diversity of food, agriculture and tourism opportunities in
Massachusetts,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “My administration is committed to supporting our agricultural
community in Massachusetts, which is essential to building healthy communities and a stronger economy across the
Commonwealth.”

“We are proud to be a part of the Big E’s 99 anniversary,” said Secretary Matthew Beaton. “By visiting the
Massachusetts Building at the Big E, fairgoers help support local businesses and gain an awareness of Massachusetts
grown and made products. This is an exciting time for agriculture in our state as the number of farms in Massachusetts
continues to grow, and the Buy Local movement continues to build momentum.”

Each fall on the Big E’s Avenue of States, a special day is dedicated to each of the six New England States.  The
Massachusetts Building offers agricultural commodity groups 17 days to sell and promote Massachusetts products like
maple syrup, honey, milk, fruit, wine, lobster rolls, chili and a variety of baked goods.  Also, Massachusetts small
businesses sell a variety of locally made goods, including home furnishings, sports memorabilia, hand crafted soaps,
candles, chocolates and jewelry. The building, dedicated in 1919 by then Governor Calvin Coolidge, offers fairgoers
today a glimpse of what makes Massachusetts a leader in agriculture and small business development.

Also at the Big E, visitors can peruse the Mallary Complex for an array of agricultural educational demonstrations; milk
Lucy, a mechanical cow at Farm-A-Rama, view livestock contests and 4-H exhibits, and see the Big E Northeast Gold
Wine & Gold Medal Cheese competition displays.

“Autumn is a time to celebrate a successful harvest and Massachusetts Day is a reminder of the diversity of agricultural
products, businesses and tourism opportunities we all have come to honor and appreciate here in Massachusetts,” said
DAR Commissioner John Lebeaux. 

Massachusetts’ 7,755 farms help to protect over 523,000 acres of open space and produce more than $492 million in
agricultural products annually. At nearly $48 million, direct market sales account for 10 percent of the state’s total sales
of agricultural products. Massachusetts ranks 5  in the nation for direct market sales and 3  for direct market sales per
operation.  

###

DAR’s mission is to ensure the long-term viability of agriculture in Massachusetts. Through its four divisions –
Agricultural Conservation & Technical Assistance, Agricultural Markets, Animal Health, and Crop and Pest Services –
DAR strives to support, regulate and enhance the rich diversity of the Commonwealth’s agricultural community to
promote economically and environmentally sound food safety and animal health measures, and fulfill  agriculture’s role in
energy conservation and production. For more information, visit DAR’s website at www.mass.gov/agr, and/or follow
at twitter.com/mdarcommish.

Follow Commissioner Lebeaux on Twitter: www.twitter.com/mdarcommish
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Visit our MDAR’s website: www.mass.gov/agr

Visit the Energy Smarts blog: www.mass.gov/blog/energy
Visit the Great Outdoors blog: www.mass.gov/blog/environment

http://www.mass.gov/agr
http://www.mass.gov/blog/energy
http://www.mass.gov/blog/environment

