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To accompany the petition of M. A. O’Brien, Jr., to amend the
present system of nominating for public office in our Commonwealth.
Rules, acting concurrently.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three.

1 Whereas, The present system of nomination for public
2 office now in force in our state has been shown by experi-

ence to need revision, and
4 Whereas, It lias developed since the popular primary
5 has been in operation, the one who conducts the greatest
6 advertising campaign, as well as the one who most
7 vociferously proclaims his self-asserted qualifications, and
8 Whereas, It has been proven by experience that those
9 with a large sum of money at their command enjoy a dis-

-10 tihct advantage over the poorer but otherwise better-
-11 qualified candidate, to serve the electorate
12 Ordered, That a committee of five members from the
13 senate and five members from the house be appointed to

14 consider the following pressing propositions and make
15 their report and recommendation to the general court
16 before the end of the present session.

SENATE .... No. 22

Cf)t Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts.

ORDER.
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17 Shall a combination of convention and primary systems
18 by which representative party men and women designate
19 candidates to aspire for nomination as the official repre-
-20 sentatives of the party be adopted?
21 Shall the practice of spending money by the candidate
22 for office be abolished entirely and a better system be
23 substituted by recommending that the commonwealth
24 pay all bills and allow each candidate an equal amount of
25 space in the daily press or otherwise, as may be decided
26 upon, stating his or her experience and qualifications in an
27 impartial manner?
28 Shall the hours for opening and closing polling places
29 be uniform- throughout the state, and if there is no serious
30 objection, would it not be a step forward to change the
31 hours of voting so that all balloting shall be done from
32 twelve noon to nine in the evening?

33 Shall the practice be abolished of selecting candidates
34 for a state ticket of any party from any one county,
35 thereby ignoring any such thing as geographical balance?
36 Shall the practice of voting for only one candidate in
37 a representative contest where there are several in the
38 field and two must be chosen, commonly known as bullet-
-39 ing, be abolished, making it compulsory for two names to

40 be marked with a cross and if otherwise that ballot shall
41 not be counted.






