
Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
In accordance with the provisions of chapter 127, section

152, of the General Laws, I transmit herewith a list of the
pardons granted by me, with the advice and consent of the
Council, during the year 1922.

Of the five pardons granted, three were from the State
Prison and two from Houses of Correction.

CHANNING 11. COX.

SENATE .... No. 29

Cfte CommontoealtJ) of



SENATE— No. 29. [Jan.9

*No. 1. Jeremiah Brown. Convicted of polygamy,
Springfield Police Court, Hampden County, and sentenced
December 27, 1920, to a term of two years in the house of
correction at Springfield. Pardoned January 25, under
parole conditions, the pardon to become effective only if and
when, in the opinion of the chairman of the Board of Parole,
he can be removed from Springfield to his home in Vermont.
Brown’s case was not one which would ordinarily have re-
ceived serious consideration by the Board of Parole, the
Governor or the Council, but in view of the physician’s
statement that he had but a short time to live, the Board
recommended unanimously that he be allowed to go back to
Vermont, if it was found later that he could stand the
journey, so as to die among his relatives.

No. 2. Peter Rose. Convicted of assault with intent
to murder, Superior Court, Middlesex County, and sentenced
March 13, 190S, to the State Prison, for from fifteen to
twenty years, and three to five years from and after the
expiration of the first sentence. The sentence of Rose was
commuted by the Governor and Council on May 9, 1918, and
he was released on parole the following day by the Board of
Parole. Pardoned February 23, on recommendation of the
Board of Parole, the Speaker of the House and others. Rose,
with two others, assaulted and robbed two men at Billerica.
When the robbers -were being placed under arrest, they re-
sisted the officers with revolver fire, two officers and three
citizens being wounded. Rose took no part in the shooting.
Since his release Rose has not only tried to live down his
past but has become a positive force for good citizenship
among the Lettish people. In order to clear his record a full
pardon was granted him.
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No. 3. John Gucwa. Convicted of violation of the auto-
mobile law, Fourth District Court, Berkshire County, and
sentenced to serve two years in the Pittsfield house of
correction. Pardoned March 1, 1922, on parole conditions,
on recommendation of the Board of Parole, the judge who
imposed the sentence, the county commissioners, the chief of
police of Adams, and many other prominent citizens. Gucwa
was operating an automobile on a rainy night and struck one
Gleba, who was under the influence of liquor and apparently
lying in the road in a helpless condition. Gucwa’s offence
consisted in driving on without stopping to see who or what
he had struck. Gleba died from the effects of the accident.
It was believed that there was some doubt whether Gucwa
knew it was a man he had struck and that it was largely an
accident which was unavoidable. Gucwa had served fifteen
months of his sentence and would have been eligible for
parole in June.

No. 4. Albert P. Peach. Convicted of manslaughter,
Superior Court, Hampden County, and sentenced June 8,
1921, to the State Prison, for from three to four years.
Pardoned November 29, on parole conditions, on the recom-
mendation of the Board of Parole and of a great many promi-
nent citizens of Springfield. Peach was driving an auto-
mobile from Springfield toward Palmer, and while going at
high speed and rounding a dangerous curve on the wrong
side he struck a Ford car going in the opposite direction, and
one of its occupants received injuries from which she later
died. Peach had served one and a half years and could have
been released in another year. His character had been good,
and it was felt that while he was perhaps driving recklessly,
it was more or less of an accident and the result could not be
foreseen by Peach.

No. 5. David W. Fishman. Convicted of breaking,
entering and larceny, Superior Court, Essex County, and
sentenced February 2, 1920, to serve from five to six years
in the State Prison. Pardoned December 20, on parole con-
ditions, on the recommendation of the Board of Parole, the
mayor of Lowell and other prominent citizens. Fishman and
one Freedman entered a garage where Fishman stored a car
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and therefore had a key to the building. They stole an
automobile, changed it over, and sold it. The judge im-
posed a sentence under the then existing law which was later
considered too severe, and the law was changed from a five-
year minimum penalty to a one-year minimum penalty. The
district attorney and the acting warden of the prison were
favorable to a pardon being granted at this time.


