
To accompany the petition of John F. Shea that Congress be memori-
alized relative to the manufacture and sale of beverages with a higher
alcoholic content than at present allowed. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three.

RESOLUTIONS

Relative to the Manufacture and Sale of Beverages with
an Alcoholic Content higher than at Present allowed by
Law.

1 Whereas, The adoption of the eighteenth amendment
2 to the United States constitution, by the commonwealth
3 of Massachusetts, was accomplished by the vote of the
4 legislature in the face of annual state majorities for
5 license; and
6 Whereas, Since the date of the adoption of said amend-
-7 ment the voters of the commonwealth have twice signi-

-8 fied their approval of the licensing of beverages with an
9 alcoholic content of two and seventy-five one hundredths

10 per cent, although congress had placed the limit at one
11 half of one per cent; and
12 Whereas, There can be but one interpretation of said
13 action on the part of the voters, namely, their desire to
14 legalize the sale of beverages with a higher alcoholic con-
-15 tent than the present federal lawr allows; and
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16 Whereas, The present laws have proved impracticable,
17 unsatisfactory and unenforcible, and have engendered a
18 spirit of contempt and disrespect for the law and have
19 led to an increase in crime; and
20 Whereas, The voters of the commonwealth, by a deci-
-21 sive majority, have on a recent referendum rejected a
22 state act to carry into effect as far as the commonwealth
23 of Massachusetts is concerned, the enforcement of the
24 eighteenth amendment; and
25 Whereas, The attempt to better enforce the existing
26 laws relating to prohibition involves the expenditure of
27 vast sums of money by the government, with a resultant
28 increase in taxation; and
29 Whereas, A great increase in the personnel of the pro-
-30 hibition enforcement department means the withdrawal
31 of an equal number of people from their present occupa-
-32 tions and will cause a disturbance in industrial channels
33 at a time when industry is not well conditioned to with-
-34 stand the same; and
35 Whereas, The attempt at enforcement of such prohibi-
-36 tory law means a war by officialdom on the great masses
37 of our people, and resistance on their part means nothing
38 less than civil war; therefore be it
39 Resolved, That the general court of Massachusetts
40 respectfully urges upon the congress of the United States

41 to enact legislation to legalize the manufacture and sale
42 of beverages with an alcoholic content higher than al-

-43 lowed by existing law; and be it further

44 Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent by

45 the secretary of the commonwealth to the presiding of-
-46 ficers of the two branches in congress, and to the members
47 of the United States senate and house of representatives
48 from this commonwealth.






