
SENATE .... No. 212
To accompany the petition of Leonard F. Hardy relative to the

licensing of gas fitters and the regulation of gas fitting. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three.

AN ACT
Relative to the Licensing of Gas Fitters and the

Regulation of Gas Fitting.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The title of chapter one hundred
2 and forty-two of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “of” the
4 words: Gas Fitting, —so as to read as fol-
-5 lows: Supervision of Gas Fitting and Plumb-
6 ing.

1 Section 2. Section one of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and forty-two of the General Laws is
3 hereby amended by inserting, in line three after
4 the word “with”, the words:-—section four of
5 chapter two hundred and sixty-five of the acts
6 of eighteen hundred and ninety-seven, —by
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7 inserting, after the word “of” in line eight, the
8 words:—gas fitters and,—by inserting, after
9 the word “seventeen” in line nine, the fol-

10 lowing new paragraph: “Gas fitter”, a person
11 engaged in and responsible for the work of
12 putting together any fittings, pipes, or fixtures
13 or other appliances which are to contain gas
14 for heating, light or power purposes, but not
15 including any assistant or helper who works
16 under the immediate supervision of a gas fitter,
17 and inserting, in line nineteen after the word
18 “with”, the following words: —section four of
19 chapter two hundred and sixty-five of the acts
20 of eighteen hundred and ninety-seven, —so as
21 to read as follows-: ■—Section 1. In this chapter
22 the following words shall have the following
23 meanings:
24 “Certificate”, a certificate of registration
25 issued in accordance with section four of chap-
26 ter two hundred and sixty-five of the acts of
27 eighteen hundred and ninety-seven, section three
28 of chapter five hundred and thirty-six of the
29 acts of nineteen hundred and nine, section two
30 of chapter five hundred and ninety-seven of the
31 acts of nineteen hundred and ten or chapter
32 five hundred and eighteen of the acts of nine-
33 teen hundred and twelve.
34 “Examiners”, state examiners of gas fitters
35 and plumbers appointed under section ten of

37 “Gas fitter”, a person engaged in and respon-
38 sible for the work of putting together any fittings,

36 chapter seventeen.
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39 pipes, or fixtures or other appliances which are

40 to contain gas for heating, light or power pur-
-41 poses, but not including any assistant or helper
42 who works under the immediate supervision of
43 a gas fitter.
44 “Journeyman”, a person who himself does
45 any work in plumbing subject to inspection
46 under any law, ordinance, by-law, rule or regu-
-47 lation.
48 “ Master plumber ”, a plumber having a regular
49 place of business and who, by himself or journey-
-50 man plumbers in his employ, performs plumbing
51 work.
52 “Practical plumber”, a person who has learned
53 the business of plumbing by working for at
54 least two years as an apprentice or under a
55 verbal agreement for instruction and who has
56 then worked for at least one year as a journey-
-57 man plumber.
58 “Registered”, registered in accordance with
59 section four of chapter two hundred and sixty-
-60 five of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-
-61 seven, section three of chapter five hundred
62 and thirty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred
63 and nine, section two of chapter five hundred and
64 ninety-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and
65 ten or chapter five hundred and eighteen of the
66 acts of nineteen hundred and twelve.

1 Section 3. Section two of said chapter one
2 hundred and forty-two of the General Laws is
3 hereby amended by inserting, after the word “sec-



SENATE No. 212. [Jan.4

tions” in the fifth line, the words: —so far
only as they deal with the supervision of plumb-
ing,— so as to read as follows; —Section 2.
Sections one to seven, inclusive, sections eleven
to twelve and sections fourteen to sixteen,
inclusive, shall apply to all cities, and section
thirteen shall apply to all cities except Boston;
provided, that any such city except Boston may
by vote of its city council exempt from the
provisions of said sections, so far only as they
deal with the supervision of plumbing, any or
all of its territory lying outside of the limits of
the water supply of such city, or unconnected
with a common sewer. Sections one, three,
six and seven and sections eleven to sixteen,
inclusive, shall apply to all towns which by vote
of their inhabitants accept said sections or have
accepted corresponding provisions of earlier laws,
and said sections, except section thirteen, shall
apply to all towns which accept rules formu-
lated by the examiners under sections eight and
nine or have accepted them under corresponding
provisions of earlier laws.
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1 Section 4. Section three of said chapter
2 one hundred and forty-two of the General Laws
3 is hereby amended by inserting, after the word
4 “a” in line one, the following words: —gas
5 fitter or, ■—-by inserting, in line four after the
6 word “a”, the following words: gas fitter
7 who has not a place of business or of a, —by
8 inserting, in line five after the word "of”, the
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9 following words: —• gas fitting or, —by insert-
-10 ing, in line five after the word “ every ”, the
11 following words: —gas fitter’s or, —so as to
12 read as follows: — Section 3. No person shall
13 engage in the business of employing gas fitter
14 or master plumber or work as a journeyman
15 unless he is lawfully registered, or has been
16 licensed by the examiners as provided in this
17 section. The license or certificate of a gas
18 fitter who has not a place of business or of a
19 journeyman shall be exhibited whenever re-

-20 quired by an inspector of gas fitting or plumbing.
21 Every employing gas fitter’s or master plumber’s
22 license or certificate shall at all times be dis-
-23 played conspicuously within his place of busi-
-24 ness.

1 Section 5. Section four of said chapter one

2 hundred and forty-two of the General Laws
3 is hereby amended by inserting, after the word
4 “a” in line four, the following words: —gas
5 fitter or, —by inserting, after the word “of” in
6 line five, the following words: -- gas fitting or,
7 by inserting, in line six after the word “ventila-
-8 tion”, the following words: —as the case may
9 be, —by inserting, after the word “probation-

-10 ary” in line fourteen, the words:—gas fitting
11 or plumbing, —by inserting, after the word
12 “a” in line nineteen, the following words:
13 gas fitter or, and by inserting, after the word
14 “journeyman” in line twenty, the following
15 words: —as the case may be,—so as to read
16 as follows: —Section 4- The examiners mav
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make such rules as they deem necessary for the
proper performance of their duties, which shall
take effect when approved by the department
of public health. They shall examine each
applicant desiring to engage in the business of
gas fitter or plumber or to work as a journey-
man, as to his practical knowledge of gas fitting
or plumbing, house drainage and plumbing ven-
tilation,ras the case may be, and subject him to
a practical test satisfactory to the examiners,
who if satisfied of his competence shall issue to
him a license as applied for. They shall hold
frequent examinations in Boston, and twice in
each year hold examinations at five other con-
venient places within the commonwealth. Pub-
lic notice shall be given of all examinations.
Every application for examination shall be in
the handwriting of the applicant, who shall be
notified by the examiners of the time and place
of examination. The examiners may, without
payment of any fee, issue a probationary gas
fitting or plumbing license in force for six months
to a person who, having worked as an appren-
tice, or under a verbal agreement for instruc-
tion, for not less than three years, presents an
application therefor with the signed endorse-
ment of his employer agreeing to be responsible
for all work done under the license and to have
the licensee, at the expiration of the license,
present himself for examination as a gas fitter or
journeyman, as the case may be.
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Section 6.| Section five of said chapter one

hundred and forty-two of the General Laws is
1
o
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3 hereby amended by inserting, after the word “a”,
4 in line one, the following words: —gas fitter or,
5 so as to read as follows: Section 5. The fee for
6 the license of an employing gas fitter or master
7 plumber shall be two dollars; for examination
8 and for renewals fifty cents each; for the license
9 of a journeyman fifty cents each.

1 Section 7. Section six of said chapter one
2 hundred and forty-two of the General Laws is
3 hereby amended by inserting, after the word “to”
4 in line four, the following words: gas fitting or,
5 —by inserting, after the word “a” in line eight,
6 the following words: gas fitter’s or, —by in-
-7 sorting, in line eleven after the word “a”, the fol-
-8 lowing words: gas fitter or, and by inserting,
9 in line thirteen after the word “to”, the following

10 words: —gas fitting or, —so as to read as fol-
-11 lows: —Section 6. Licenses and certificates is-
-12 sued by the examiners shall be valid throughout
13 the commonwealth. The examiners shall forward
14 to the board of health of each town, or to the in-
to spector of buildings having control of the enforce-
-16 ment of regulations relative to gas fitting or
17 plumbing in such town, the names and addresses
18 of all persons in such town to whom such licenses
19 have been granted. Licenses shall be issued for
20 one year and may be renewed annually on or before
21 May first upon payment of the required fee. Each
22 holder of a gas fitter’s or master plumber’s certifi-
-23 cate or license shall register his name and business
24 address with said inspector of buildings if he has
25 such control, otherwise with the board of health,
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26 in the town wherein he desires to engage in busi-
-27 ness as a gas fitter or master plumber. The ex-
-28 aminers may, after notice and hearing, revoke the
29 license of a licensee violating any regulation rela-
-30 tive to gas fitting or plumbing who has previously
31 been convicted of a like offence.

1 Section 8. Section seven of said chapter one
2 hundred and forty-two of the General Laws is
3 hereby amended by inserting, in line four after
4 the word “to, ” the following words: gas fitting
5 or, and by inserting, in line six at the end thereof
6 after the word “a”, the following words: —gas
7 fitting or, so as to read as follows: Section 7.
8 If in the opinion of such inspector of buildings, if
9 any, otherwise of the board of health, of a town,

10 the holder of a license or certificate violates any
11 statute, ordinance, by-law, rule or regulation rela-
-12 tive to gas fitting or plumbing, the said inspector
13 or board of health of the town where such viola-
-14 tion is committed may request the examiners to

15 forbid such holder, for not more than thirty days,

16 to engage in business in such town as a gas fitter
17 or master plumber or to work as a journeyman.
18 Ater notice and hearing both parties, the exam-

-19 iners may so forbid such holder and shall give
20 notice of their decision to each of the parties in-
-21 terested.

1 Section 9. Section eight of said chaptei one

2 hundred and forty-two of the General Laws is

3 hereby amended by inserting after the word “to’ :
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4 in line two, the following words; —gas fitting or,
5 —by inserting, after the word “the” in line four,
6 the following words: the use of rubber or flexi-
-7 ble tubing for or in connection with any gas fitting
8 and the, —and by inserting, in line five after the
9 word “all” the following words: —gas fitting or,

10 —so as to read as follows: — Section 8. Upon
11 petition of the board of health of any town which
12 has not prescribed regulations relative to gas
13 fitting or plumbing under section thirteen or cor-
-14 responding provisions of earlier laws, the exam-
-15 iners shall formulate rules relative to the use of
16 rubber or flexible tubing for or in connection with
17 any gas fitting and the construction, alteration,
18 repair and inspection of all gas fitting or plumbing-
-19 work within such town, which rules, when ap-
-20 proved by the department of public health and
21 accepted by the said board of health and pub-
-22 lished once a week for three consecutive weeks in
23 some newspaper published in said town, shall
24 have the force of law. Such rules may be revised
25 by the examiners upon petition of the board of
26 health.

1 Section 10. Section nine of said chapter
2 one hundred and forty-two of the General Laws
3 is hereby amended by striking out, in line three,
4 the word “plumbing” and substituting therefor
5 the words: gas fitting or plumbing, as the
6 case may be, —so as to read as follows:
7 Section 9. Within thirty days after rules have
8 taken effect as provided in the preceding sec-
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9 tion, the local board of health shall appoint an
10 inspector of gas fitting or plumbing, as the case
11 may be, having the qualifications and duties
12 specified in sections eleven and twelve to hold
13 office for three years unless, after hearing,
14 sooner removed for cause. He shall receive
15 from the town compensation to be fixed by the
16 appointing board, subject to the approval of
17 the selectmen. Appeal from a decision of such
18 inspector may be made to the examiners within
19 ten days from the date of notice of his decision.
20 The appellant shall deposit five dollars with the
21 examiners to be returned if the appeal is sus-
-22 tained, otherwise to be paid to the common-
-23 wealth. The decision of the examiners, a copy
24 of which shall be served on each person inter-
-25 ested, shall be subject to the approval of the
26 department of public health and to review by
27 the superior court.

1 Section 11. Section eleven of said chapter
2 one hundred and forty-two of the General Laws
3 is hereby amended, by inserting, after the word
4 “of” in line four, the following words: one
5 or more inspectors of gas fitting and one or
6 more inspectors of plumbing, —by inserting,

7 after the word “practical” where first used in

8 line five, the following words: gas fitters,
9 by inserting, after the word “as” in line six

10 after the word “journeyman”, the following
11 words:-—as the case may be, —by inserting,

12 in line ten after the word “of” the following
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13 words: —gas fitting or, —by inserting, in line
14 eleven after the word “of”, the following words:
15 gas fitting or, by inserting, in line fourteen
16 after the word “to”, the following words:
17 gas fitting or, —and by inserting, after the word
18 “of” in line sixteen, the following words:
19 gas fitting or, —so as to read as follows:
20 Section 11. The said inspector of buildings,
21 if any, otherwise the board of health, of each
22 city and town, shall, within three months after
23 it becomes subject to sections one to sixteen,
24 inclusive, appoint from the classified civil serv-
-25 ice list one or more inspectors of gas fitting and
26 one or more inspectors of plumbing who shall be
27 practical gas fitters or plumbers and who shall
28 have had practical experience either as gas fitters
29 or master plumbers or journeymen, continu-
-30 ously, during five years next preceding their
31 appointment. Such inspector of buildings or
32 board may remove them for cause shown and
33 shall, subject to the approval of the city council
34 or selectmen, fix their compensation which shall
35 be paid by the city or town. Said inspectors of
36 gas fitting or plumbing shall inspect all gas
37 fitting or plumbing in process of construction,
38 alteration or repair for which permits are granted
39 within their respective cities and towns and
40 shall report to their appointing power or board
41 violations of any law, ordinance, by-law, rule
42 or regulation relative to gas fitting or plumbing;
43 they shall perform such other appropriate duties
44 as may be required. The approval of gas



SENATE No. 212. [Jan.12

45 fitting or plumbing by any inspectors other
46 than those provided for by this chapter shall
47 not be a compliance therewith.

1 Section 12. Any city or town except the
2 city of Boston, appointing an inspector of gas
3 fitting under the provisions of this act, may
4 appoint the same person to act as inspector
5 of both plumbing and gas fitting; provided,
6 that said person has passed satisfactorily the
7 civil service examinations for an inspector of
8 gas fitting and for an inspector of plumbing.

1 Section 13. Section twelve of said chapter
2 one hundred and forty-two of the General Laws
3 is hereby amended by inserting, after the word
4 “of” in line one, the following words: —gas
5 fitting or, —by inserting, after the word “any”
6 at the end of said line one, the following words:
7 gas fitting or, —by inserting, after the word
8 “of” in line six, the following words: gas
9 fitting or, by inserting, after the word “inspec-

-10 tor” in said line six, the following words: -

11 gas fitting or, —by inserting, after the word
12 “of” in line ten, the following words: gas
13 fitting or, —by inserting, after the word "of
14 at the beginning of line eleven, the following

15 w Tords: —gas fitting or, —and by inserting, after
16 the word “of” at the end of said line eleven,

17 the following words: —gas fitting or, so as to

18 read as follows: Section 12. Xo inspector of
19 gas fitting or plumbing shall inspect or approve
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20 any gas fitting or plumbing work done by him-
-21 self, his employer or employee or one employed
22 with him, but in a city or town subject to sec-
-23 tions one to sixteen, inclusive, the said inspector
24 of buildings, or the board of health, shall in the
25 manner provided in the preceding section appoint
26 an additional inspector of gas fitting or plumbing
27 as therein provided, who shall inspect gas fitting
28 or plumbing so done. Said additional inspector
29 may act in the absence or disability of the local
30 inspector and for his services shall receive like
31 compensation. This section shall not apply to
32 any city or town establishing an annual salary
33 for the inspector of gas fitting or plumbing,
34 and in such city or town the inspector of gas
35 fitting or plumbing shall not engage in or work
36 at the business of gas fitting or plumbing.

1 Section 14. Section thirteen of said chapter
2 one hundred and forty-two of the General
3 Laws is hereby amended by inserting, in line
4 two after the word “which”, the following
5 words: —in the case of plumbing, —by insert-
-6 ing, in line three after the word “for”, the fol-
-7 lowing words: the use of rubber or flexible
8 tubing for or in connection with any gas fittings
9 and, —by inserting, after the word “of” in

10 line four, the following words: all fittings,
11 pipes or fixtures or other appliances which are
12 to contain gas for heating, light or power pur-
-13 poses and of all, by inserting, in line six after
14 the word “such”, the following words: fittings,
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15 pipes or fixtures or other appliances which are
16 to contain gas for heating, light or power pur-
-17 poses and that such, —by inserting, after the
18 word “other” in line seven, the word: —plumb-
-1-9 ing,—and by inserting, in line ten after the
20 word “no”, the following words: —gas fitting
21 or,-—so as to read as follows; — Section 13.
22 Each city, except Boston, and each town which
23 has five thousand inhabitants or more or which,
24 in the case of plumbing, has a system of water
25 supply or sewerage, shall by ordinance or by-
-26 law prescribe regulations for the use of rubber
27 or flexible tubing for or in connection with
28 any gas fittings and for the materials, con-
-29 struction, alteration and inspection of all fittings,
30 pipes or fixtures or other appliances which are
31 to contain gas for heating, light or power pur-
-32 poses and all pipes, tanks, faucets, valves and
33 other fixtures by and through which waste
34 water or sewerage is used and carried; and
35 shall provide that such fittings, pipes or fixtures
36 or other appliances which are to contain gas

37 for heating, light or power purposes and that
38 such pipes, tanks, faucets, valves and other
39 fixtures shall not be placed in any building

40 in such city or town, except in accordance with
41 plans approved by said inspector of buildings,
42 if any, otherwise by the board of health; and
43 shall further provide that no gas fitting or

44 plumbing shall be done, except to repair leaks,

45 without a permit first being issued therefor,
46 upon such terms and conditions as such cities
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47 or towns shall prescribe. This section shall not
48 prevent boards of health from making such
49 regulations relative to plumbing and house drain-
-50 age authorized by law prior to July sixth, eighteen
51 hundred and ninety-four, as are not inconsist-
-52 ent with any ordinance or by-law made under
53 authority of this section.

1 Section 15. Section fourteen of said chap-
-2 ter one hundred and forty-two .of the General
3 Laws is hereby amended by striking out the
4 whole of said section fourteen and substituting
5 therefor the following new section:
6 Section 14- Sections one to sixteen, inclu-
-7 sive, shall apply to all persons learning the
8 business of gas fitting when they are sent out
9 to do the work of a gas fitter except when said

10 work is done by them under the immediate
11 supervision of a duly registered or licensed
12 gas fitter, and to all persons learning the business
13 of plumbing when they are sent out to do the
14 work of a journeyman.

1 Section 16. Section sixteen of said chap-
-2 ter one hundred and forty-two is hereby amended
3 by inserting, after the word “a” in line one,
4 the following words: gas fitter or, —by in-
-5 serting, after the word “of” in line four, the
6 following words: gas fitting or, —by insert-
-7 ing, after the word “every” in line five, the
8 following words: gas fitter or, and by in-
-9 serting, in line six after the word “a”, the fol-
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lowing words:—gas fitter or,—so as to read
as follows; Section 16. Every person engaged
in the business of an employing gas fitter or
master plumber or working as a journeyman
not lawfully registered or licensed, if required
by this chapter; and every person engaged in
or working at the business of gas fitting or plumb-
ing in a city or town when forbidden so to do
under section seven; and every employing gas
fitter or master plumber who engages or employs
any person to work as a gas fitter or journey-
man who has not been so registered or licensed;
and every person violating any provision of
sections one to fifteen, inclusive, of this chapter
or any ordinance, by-law, rule or regulation
made thereunder, shall be punished by a fine
not exceeding fifty dollars. Any city or town
subject to the preceding sections of this chapter
neglecting to comply with any of its provisions
shall forfeit fifty dollars to the use of the com-
monwealth for each month during which such
neglect continues.
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1 Section 17. Section ten of chapter seven-
-2 teen of the General Laws is hereby amended
3 by inserting, after the ivord “of” at the begin-
-4 ning of line two, the following words:— gas
5 fitters and, —so as to read as follows: — Sec-
-6 lion 10. There shall be a board to be known as
7 the state examiners of gas fitters and plumbers
8 serving in the department and consisting of
9 three examiners, one of whom shall annually
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10 be appointed by the department for three years.
11 Appointments to fill vacancies shall be for
12 unexpired terms. The first examiner shall be
13 a practical plumber of at least five years’ con-
-14 tinuous experience, the second shall be a sani-
-15 tary expert, and the third shall have such quali-
-16 fications as may be required by the depart-
-17 ment. The first examiner shall act as clerk
18 of the board and receive a salary of two thou-
-19 sand dollars or such other sum as may be fixed
20 by the department, subject to the approval
21 of the governor and council. Each of the other
22 examiners shall receive not exceeding five dollars
23 for every day of actual service, but not more
24 than three hundred and fifty dollars a year.
25 The compensation of the examiners, the travel-
-26 ing and other necessary expenses of the clerk,
27 and, to an amount not exceeding in the aggregate
28 five hundred dollars annually, the traveling and
29 other necessary expenses of the two other exami-
-30 ners, shall, when approved by the commissioner
31 and by the governor and council, be paid by
32 the commonwealth. The examiners shall make
33 an annual report to the commissioner, who
34 shall incorporate the same in the annual report
35 of the department.

1 Section 18. Section four of chapter thirty-
-2 one of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 inserting, after the word “selectmen” in line
4 sixteen, the following new paragraph: Inspec-
-5 tors of gas fitting in receipt of an annual salary,
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30 salary.

36 charge.
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6 so as to read as follows: Section 4. The
7 following, among others, shall be included in
8 the classified civil service by rules of the board:
9 All persons having charge of steam boilers,

10 heating, lighting or power plants maintained
11 by the commonwealth.
12 All sealers and deputy sealers of weights and
13 measures in towns of over ten thousand inhabit-

21 spending provisions of earlier laws, and members

24 has accepted corresponding provisions of earlier

28 enforced except by the city council or selectmen.
29 Inspectors of gas fitting in receipt of an annual

32 salary.
33 Instructors in the state prison and the Massa-

35 in said institutions having prisoners under their
34 chusetts reformatory, and all other employees

31 Inspectors of plumbing in receipt of an annual

27 bers of the fire department shall be made or
26 and weight of persons eligible to become mem-
25 laws; except that no rule regulating the height

23 such department, accepts section forty-eight or
22 of the police or fire department which, as to

20 visions of this chapter, or have accepted corre-
19 of cities and of such towns as accept the pro-
18 Members of the police and fire departments

16 the inspectors of standards in the service of
15 heads of principal departments or not, and also
14 ants and in cities, whether such officers are
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1 Section 19. No hose cock or independent
2 fitting that controls the gas supply of any gas
3 appliance shall be nearer than six inches to
4 any other cock.

1 Section 20. No gas appliance having a con-
-2 trolling gas cock thereon shall be connected with
3 rubber or flexible tubing.

1 Section 21. All rubber or flexible gas tubing
2 used for domestic purposes shall resist a trans-
-3 verse crushing load of seventy-five pounds and
4 a lengthwise pull of fifty pounds without leakage
5 and shall have safe end pieces securely attached
6 thereto.

1 Section 22. Whoever uses, causes to be used,
2 sells or offers or exposes for sale any hose cock or
3 independent fitting that controls the gas supply
4 of any gas appliance which hose cock or indi-
-5 pendent fitting is nearer than six inches to any
6 other cock, or any gas appliance having a con-
-7 trolling gas cock thereon which is connected
8 with rubber or flexible tubing, or any rubber
9 or flexible tubing that does not resist a trans-

it) verse crushing load of seventy-five pounds and
11 a lengthwise pull of fifty pounds without leak-
-12 age, or any rubber or flexible tubing that has
13 not safe end pieces securely attached thereto,
14 shall be punished by a fine not exceeding fifty
15 dollars. The inspectors of gas fitting within
16 their respective cities and towns shall cause this
17 and the three preceding sections to be enforced.




