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Senate, Feb. 16, 1923

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
referred the Senate Bill relative to appeals from refusal

to abate taxes (Senate, No. 236), report rccoir
nding that the same be amended by substituting t
New Draft with the title changed, and that, when sc

led, the same will be correctly drawn

For the committee

GEORGE H. GARRICK.

No. 247SENATE

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three.

AN ACT
Relative to Appeals from the Refusal of Assessors to

abate Taxes.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section sixty-foui of chapter fifty-nine of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 the words “and if”, in the sixth line, snd inserting
4 in place thereof the following: Upon receipt of
5 said complaint, the said clerk shall forthwith
6 transmit a duplicate copy to said assessors. If,
7 and by adding at the end thereof the follow-
-8 ing: Upon receipt by the assessors of the
9 duplicate copy of said complaint or at any time

10 prior to hearing thereon, the said assessors, city
11 solicitor or town counsel may notify the county
12 commissioners that tv e town elects to have the
13 matter heard and determined in the superior
14 court in accordance with the provisions of section
15 sixty-five. The county commissioners shall there-
to upon transmit to the superior court the said com-

-17 plaint, together with all documents filed in con-
-18 nection therewith, and the same shall be received
19 by said court as an appeal under section sixty-

-20 five, —so as to read as follows: Section 64-
21 A person aggrieved by the refusal of assessors to
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22 abate a tax may, within thirty dajr s after re-
-23 ceiving the notice provided in the preceding sec-
-24 tion, appeal therefrom by filing a complaint with
25 the clerk of the county commissioners, or of the
26 board authorized to hear and determine such
27 complaints, for the county where the property
28 taxed lies. Upon receipt of said complaint, the
29 said clerk shall forthwith transmit a duplicate
30 copy to said assessors. If, on hearing, the board
31 finds that the property has been overrated, it
32 shall make a reasonable abatement and an order
33 as to costs. If the list required to be brought in
34 to the assessors was not brought in within the
35 time specified in the notice required by section
36 twenty-nine, the tax shall not be abated unless
37 the appellate board finds good cause for the
38 delay or unless the assessors have so found as
39 provided in section sixty-one. No costs shall be
40 allowed to a complainant who has failed to file a
41 list as required by law. Upon receipt by the
42 assessors of the duplicate copy of said complaint
43 or at any time prior to hearing thereon, the said
44 assessors, city solicitor or town counsel may
45 notify the county commissioners that the town
46 elects to have the matter heard and determined
47 in the superior court in accordance with the pro-
-48 visions of section sixty-five. The county com-
-49 missioners shall thereupon transmit to the super-
-50 ior court the said complaint, together with all
51 documents filed in connection therewith, and the
52 same shall be received by said court as an appeal
53 under section sixtv-five.




