
No. 360SENATE
Senate Xo. 360 substituted for the Senate Report of the committee

on Social Welfare, reference to the next annual session, on so much
of the Governor’sAddress (Senate, No. 1) as relates to a fund to relieve
the needy in old age.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three.

RESOLVE

Establishing a Special Commission to Investigate the Subject
of Old-age and Other Pensions.

1 Resolved, That a special commission, to consist of five
2 persons to be appointed by the governor, is hereby estab-
3 lished for the purpose of considering the entire problem
4 of pensions, retirement allowances and payments in the
5 nature of pensions, whether to officers or employees
6 retired or retiring from the public service, or to persons
7 in private life who, by reason of injury or otherwise, are
8 no longer able to support themselves in gainful occupa^
9 tions. The commission shall be known as the commission

10 on pensions. In connection with the study of the prob-
-11 lem of old-age pensions the commission shall ascertain the
12 number of persons who would be entitled to the benefits
13 of such a system of pensions, the probable initial expense
14 incident to its establishment, and the expense throughout
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a period of twenty-five years thereafter and the effect
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16 which such establishment might have on the amount of
17 funds’expended in public and private charity. The com-
-18 mission shall prepare figures showing to what extent the
19 commonwealth and its several subdivisions are now
20 expending and have already expended during the past
21 twenty-five years, by way of aid to mothers and depend-
-22 ent children, juvenile aid and poor relief, and in all other
23 channels of public aid, relief and assistance, public funds,
24 and the probable increase in such expenditures under
25 existing law during the next twenty-five years. The com-
-26 mission shall specifically consider and suggest such
27 methods of taxation as may be necessary to finance any
28 system of pensions that it may recommend. The com-
-29 mission shall investigate the workings of the present
30 system of retirements and pensions for public employees,
31 including the state, county, city and town and teachers’
32 retirement systems, and the laws providing pensions for
33 judges and all other public employees. It shall study and
34 compare the pension and retirement systems of other
35 states and foreign countries in respect both to public and
36 private systems. It shall also ascertain the total cost to
37 date, with probable future increases, of the system of
38 public pensions and retirements as now established.
39 Said cost shall be exhibited with comparative figures
40 showing valuations, population and other relevant factors,
41 in such manner as to disclose taxation costs, both per
42 capita and aggregate. The commission shall consider the
43 relative merits of contributory and non-contributory
44 systems with reference to both public and private pen-
-45 sions, and to what extent the cost to the public may be
46 lessened by private gifts, bequests and devises. The
47 commission shall be provided with quarters in the state
48 house, may employ clerical, actuarial and other expert
49 assistance, and may expend such sums not exceeding
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50 twenty-five thousand dollars as may be appropriated by
51 the general court and approved by the governor and
52 council. It may require the attendance and testimony of
53 witnesses and the production of books and papers, and
54 may administer oaths. The commission shall report its
55 findings and recommendations on the aforesaid matters,
56 with drafts of any legislation that may be necessary to

57 carry them into effect, to the general court on or before
58 the first Wednesday in January, nineteen hundred and
59 twenty-five.




