
To accompany the petition of Andrew A. Casassa relative to un-
lawful purchases of real estate by cities and towns. Joint Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three.

AN ACT
Relative to Unlawful Purchases of Real Estate by

Cities and Towns.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section fifty-three of chapter forty of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws is hereby amended by adding at the
3 end thereof the following; ; or, in case land is
4 purchased by the aldermen or selectmen in viola-
-5 tion of section fourteen, may, upon such a peti-
-6 tion filed within years after such
7 purchase, determine the same to be void and may
8 enter such orders and decrees relative to the re-
-9 conveyance of the property and the repayment of

10 the purchase price as may be necessary to con-
-11 serve the rights of the town, —soas to read as
12 follows: Section 53. If a town or any of its
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13 officers or agents are about to raise or expend
14 money or incur obligations purporting to bind
15 said town for any purpose or object or in any
16 manner other than that for and in which such
17 town has the legal and constitutional right and
18 power to raise or expend money or incur obliga-
-19 tions, the supreme judicial or superior court may,
20 upon the petition of not less than ten taxable in-
-21 habitants of the town, determine the same in
22 equity, and may, before the final determination
23 of the cause, restrain the unlawful exercise or
24 abuse of such corporate power; or, in case land
25 is purchased by the aldermen or selectmen in
26 violation of section fourteen, may, upon such a

27 petition filed within years after such
28 purchase, determine the same to be void and may
29 enter such orders and decrees relative to the re-
-30 conveyance of the property and the repayment
31 of the purchase price as may be necessary to con-
-32 serve the rights of the town.






