
SENATE No. 7

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO
THE CONSTRUCTION OF A PARKWAY OR
BOULEVARD ALONG THE WATERFRONT
IN THE EAST BOSTON DISTRICT OF THE
CITY OF BOSTON.

[ Metropolitan Affairs. ]

Metropolitan District Commission, December 3, 1930.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of Massachu-
setts in General Court assembled.

On May 23, 1930, the following resolve, chapter 52,
was approved by the Governor:

CJje CommonUicaltl) of Massachusetts

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission be directed to
inquire into the subject-matter of current house document numbered
eight hundred and ninety-eight, relative to the laying out and con-
struction by said commission of a parkway or boulevard along the
East Boston waterfront. Said commission shall report to the general
court its findings and recommendations, and estimates of cost, to-
gether with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such recommenda-
tions into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the senate not
later than the first Wednesday of December in the current year, and
shall, at the same time, file a copy thereof with the budget com-
missioner.
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House Document No. 898 is quoted as follow

An Act providing for the Construction by the Metropolitan
District Commission of a Strandway Along the East Boston
Water Front.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

Section 1. The metropolitan district commission is hereby author-
ized and directed to lay out and construct, in accordance with the
provisions of chapter ninety-two of the General Laws, relating to the
laying out and construction of parkways and boulevards, a parkway
or boulevard along the East Boston water front from a point begin-
ning at or near Neptune road, near the World War memorial park,

; and Bayswater street at Orient
over Belle Isle inlet, substantially in

along the Narrow Gauge track
Heights, to the Winthrop bridge,
accordance with a plan of the
preliminary sketch for water fr
memorial park.

Boston park department showing
nt in the vicinity of World War

Section 2. For said purpose the commission may, after an appro-
priation has been made therefor, expend the sum of one million dollars
which shall be assessed upon and paid by the cities and towns of the
metropolitan parks district in proportion to the respective taxable
valuations of the property of said cities and towns, as defined in said
section fifty-nine of said chapter ninety-two.

Section 3. The commission may, on behalf of the commonwealth,
take under chapter seventy-nine or chapter seventy-nine A of the
Genera] Laws, or acquire by purchase or otherwise, such public or
private lands or include public parks or reservations or rights therein
as it may deem necessary for carrying out the provisions of this act,
provided that no damages shall be paid for public lands or parks

taken
Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage

The Metropolitan District Commission has inquired
into the subject matter of the above House document,
and herewith submits its findings, recommendations and
estimates of costs, together with drafts of legislation
necessary to carry such recommendations into effect.

An investigation and report by the Division of Metro-
politan Planning, which included as a part thereof the
parkway or boulevard described in House Document
No. 898, was made in 1928 by direction of chapter 27 of
the Resolves of 1928, such report being House Document
No. 81 of 1929. This report was in relation to the exten-
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sion of the metropolitan boulevard system by the con-
struction of a parkway or boulevard from that part of
the city of Revere called Beachmont through Orient
Heights to Wood Island Park in that part of the city of
Boston called East Boston. The Planning Division
discussed the general route of such a boulevard, but made
no detail plans or suggestions, for the reason that the
East Boston terminus of the East Boston vehicular
tunnel had not been determined, and its location would
materially affect the location of any through parkway or
traffic way upon which it was requested to report.

Neptune Road is a city of Boston street 100 feet in
width with two 20-foot vehicular lanes divided by a
central reservation, and extends from Saratoga and
Bennington streets to World War Memorial Park
(formerly Wood Island Park), connecting therewith by
a bridge over the Boston, Revere Beach & Lynn Railroad.
The proposed parkway would run in a northerly direc-
tion from this bridge and easterly of the Boston, Revere
Beach & Lynn Railroad across the fiats to Orient Heights,
and thence turning a little easterly and still following
the shore to a point in Saratoga Street a short distance
westerly of the bridge over Belle Isle inlet, a distance of
about 8,500 lineal feet.

This development is one which has been considered by
the Boston Park Department, and also is shown as
route 52 in the “Report on a Thoroughfare Plan for
Boston,” prepared by the City Planning Board and
published during the current year. It would be a very
fine development for the East Boston shore front north-
erly of World War Memorial Park, and would furnish a
parkway connection from Winthrop, through Neptune
Road and Bennington Street, to the entrance of the
East Boston tunnel on Porter Street, between Havre
and London streets.

At the intersection of the proposed parkway with
Austin Avenue in the Orient Heights section of East
Boston, a connection about 1,900 feet in length could be
made over Austin Avenue with Bennington Street, near
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the point where the latter crosses over the tracks of the
Boston, Revere Beach & Lynn Railroad. Such a con-
nection would provide a direct route over Bennington
Street and the State highway to the southerly end of
Revere Beach Reservation at Eliot Circle.

The parkway could also be extended to the south of
Neptune Road and still easterly, and parallel to the
railroad across World War Memorial Park and the flats
to the East Boston Airport, a distance of about 3,500
feet. This would give direct parkway connection to the
airport from the north, and would connect with Porter
Street and thence to the entrance to the tunnel.

These connections with Bennington Street by Austin
Avenue to the proposed parkway, and a future extension
to the airport and to Porter Street, wmuld furnish a less
direct but perhaps pleasanter and less congested route
from the north to the entrance to the tunnel.

The parkway proposed in House Document No. 898
would be almost entirely across the flats and upon filled
land. The estimated cost, including land damages, is
$1,600,000.

This parkwray could be built by the Metropolitan Dis-
trict Commission or by the Boston Park Department.
It is not now connected with any of the Metropolitan
District parks or reservations, but in the future could be
connected with Revere Beach Reservation by way of
Austin Avenue and Bennington Street, to Winthrop Shore
Drive to the eastward through Pleasant Street, or per-
haps by a shore drive along Winthrop, or by another
alternative it could be connected with Winthrop Park-
way by a new parkway to be built across the flats to the
east of Belle Isle inlet.

The Commission feels that this parkway is feasible and
desirable, but the cost very substantial. It makes no
recommendation as to the action of the General Court
as to authorizing this project as a part of the Metropoli-
tan improvements, or leaving it to the Boston Park
Department as one of its developments.
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A draft of an act authorizing the Commission to
construct this parkway accompanies this report.

Respectfully submitted,

DAVIS B. KENISTON,
Commissioner.

GEO. B. WASON,
C. H. J. KIMBALL,
WM. F. ROGERS,
FRANK A. BAYRD,

Associate Commissioners.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One,

An Act providing for the Construction by the Metro-
politan District Commission of a Strandway Along
the East Boston Water Front from World War
Memorial Park to Winthrop.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:.

Cljc CommonUicaltf) of QUassacfjusetts

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission
2 is hereby authorized and directed to lay out and
3 construct, in accordance with the provisions of
4 chapter ninety-two of the General Laws, relating to
5 the laying out and construction of parkways and
6 boulevards, a parkway or boulevard over public or
7 private lands, public parks or reservations or public
8 or private ways in the city of Boston along the East
9 Boston water front from a point in World War

10 Memorial Park at or near the terminus of Neptune
11 Road, thence eastward of the location of the Boston,
12 Revere Beach and Lynn Railroad and along or
13 adjacent to Bayswater street to a point in Saratoga
14 street west of the bridge over Belle Isle inlet.

1 Section 2. For said purpose the commission may,
2 after an appropriation has been made therefor
3 expend the sum of one million six hundred thousand
4 dollars, one half of which sum shall be paid by the
5 cities and towns of the metropolitan parks district in
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6 proportion to the respective taxable valuations of the
7 property of said cities and towns, as defined in said
8 section fifty-nine of said chapter ninety-two; and
9 the remaining half shall be paid from the highway

10 fund.

1 Section 3. The commission may, on behalf of the
2 commonwealth, take under chapter seventy-nine or
3 chapter seventy-nine A of the General Laws, or
4 acquire by purchase or otherwise, such public or
5 private lands or include public parks or reservations
6 or rights therein as it may deem necessary for carry-
-7 ing out the provisions of this act; provided that no
8 damages shall be paid for public lands or parks so
9 taken.




