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To accompany the petition of James C. Scanlan for legislation
relative to the filling of vacancies in the school committee of the city
of Somerville. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act relative to the Filling of Vacancies in the
School Committee of the City of Somerville.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty-eight of chapter
2 two hundred and forty of the acts of eighteen
3 hundred and ninety-nine is hereby amended by
4 striking out, in lines fifteen and sixteen, the
5 words “a joint ballot of the board of aldermen
6 and” and inserting in place thereof the words;
7 ballot of, —so as to read as follows: Sec-
-8 tion 28. The management and control of the
9 public schools shall be vested in a school com-

-10 mittee, which shall exercise the powers conferred
11 and discharge the duties imposed by law upon
12 school committees. The committee shall con-
-13 sist of fourteen members, two from each ward,
14 elected as follows; —At the first municipal elec-
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15 tion held under this charter two members of the
16 school committee shall be elected by and from
17 the qualified voters of each ward, one to serve
18 for the term of two years and one to serve for the
19 term of one year, beginning on the first Monday
20 of January next ensuing, and thereafter one
21 member from each ward shall be elected in like
22 manner at each annual municipal election, to
23 serve for the term of two years. Vacancies oc-
-24 curring in the school committee shall be filled by
25 ballot of the school committee, the member so
26 elected to be a resident of the ward entitled to
27 the new member, and to hold office only for the
28 remainder of the municipal year, the vacancy for
29 the remainder of the term, if any, to be filled by
30 the voters of said ward at the next municipal
31 election.

1 Section 2. This act shall be submitted to
2 the registered voters of the city of Somerville at
3 the municipal election to be held in said city in
4 the current year, in the form of the following
5 question, which shall be placed upon the official
6 ballot to be used in said election: —“Shall an

7 act passed by the general court in the year nine-
-8 teen hundred and thirty-one entitled, ‘An Act
9 relative to the filling of vacancies in the school

10 committee of the City of Somerville’, be ac-
-11 cepted?” If a majority of the voters voting
12 thereon vote in the affirmative in answer to said
13 question, this act shall thereupon take effect, but
14 not otherwise.






