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An Act to facilitate the Recovery of Damages in
Certain Motor Vehicle Accident Cases.

Cbe Commontoealtb of Massachusetts

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter three hundred and seventeen of the
2 acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-eight
3 (chapter two hundred and thirty-one of the
4 General Laws of nineteen hundred and twenty-
-5 one, section eighty-five A) is hereby amended
6 by inserting after the words "death of a person,”
7 the words: —or for consequential damages or
8 expenses, and after the words "for whose
9 conduct the defendant was legally responsible,”

10 the words: and all of whose acts while in
11 possession or control of the automobile were
12 within the scope of his authority, - and after
13 the words "and absence of such responsibility,”
14 the words: or lack of authority, - so that this
15 section shall hereafter read as follows: —-In all
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16 actions to recover damages for injuries to the
17 person or to property or for the death of a person,
18 or for consequential damages or expenses arising
19 out of an accident or collision in which a motor
20 vehicle was involved, evidence that at the time
21 of such accident or collision it was registered in
22 the name of the defendant as owner shall be
23 prima facie evidence that it was then being
24 operated by and under the control of a person
25 for whose conduct the defendant was legally
26 responsible and all of whose acts while in posses-
27 sion or control of the automobile were within the
28 scope of his authority, and absence of such re-
29 sponsibility or lack of authority shall be an
30 affirmative defence to be set up in the answer and
31 proved by the defendant.






