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Senate, April 2, 1931.

The committee on State Administration, to whom was
referred the petition (with accompanying bill, Senate,
No. 222) of Elizabeth A. Ollis, chairman of State Com-
mittee, Hair Dressers, Cosmetologists Association, and
others that the practice of the professions of hair dress-
ers, cosmetologists and electrologists be regulated, and
that there be established a board of registration thereof,
report the accompanying bill (Senate, No. 444).

For the committee,

CORNELIUS F. HALEY.

[Representative Luitwieler of Newton dissenting.]
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SENATE No. 444. [Apr.»

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act regulating the Practice of the Professions of
Hair Dressers, Cosmetologists and Electrologists,
and establishing a Board of Registration of Hair
Dressers, Cosmetologists and Electrologists.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter thirteen of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by adding after sec-
-3 tion thirty-eight, inserted by section two of
4 chapter three hundred and forty-eight of the
5 acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-five, the
6 following three new sections under the following
7 heading:

8 BOARD OF REGISTRATION OF HAIR DRESSERS

9 COSMETOLOGISTS AND ELECTROLOGIST

10 Section 39. There shall be a board of regis-
-11 tration of hair dressers, cosmetologists and
12 electrologists, in this and the following two
13 sections called the board, to be appointed by
14 the governor, with the advice and consent of the
15 council, and to consist of five members, citizens
16 of the commonwealth, each of whom shall be a
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1931. No. 444.SENATE 3

hair dresser, a cosmetologist or an electrologist
and shall have had at least three years of practi-
cal experience in his profession. No two mem-
bers of the board shall, while in office, be mem-
bers of, or affiliated with, any school teaching
any of said professions, nor shall any two mem-
bers of the board be graduates of the same
school of hair dressers or cosmetologists. As
the term of office of a member expires, his suc-
cessor shall be appointed by the governor, with
like advice and consent, to serve for three years.
The governor may also, with like advice and
consent, fill any vacancy in the board for the
unexpired portion of the term. There shall be
a chairman and a secretary of the board, who
shall annually be elected by and from the
members of the board, and who may administer
oaths.
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Section 40. The board shall hold regular
meetings at the state house on the second Tues-
day of January, April, July and October in
each year, and such additional meetings at such
times and places as it may determine. The
board shall have a seal with which to authenti-
cate its acts. Each member of the board,
except the secretary, shall receive from the
commonwealth ten dollars for each day em-
ployed in the actual discharge of his official
duties, and his necessary expenses so incurred.
The secretary shall receive from the common-
wealth a salary, not to exceed three thousand
dollars, to be fixed by the board, and his neces-
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49 sary expenses actually incurred in the per-
-50 formance of his official duties.
51 Section 41. Before entering upon the dis-
-52 charge of the duties of his office the secretary of
53 the board shall give to the state treasurer a
54 bond, with corporate surety, in the sum of five
55 thousand dollars, such bond to be approved by
56 the board, and to be conditioned upon the faith-
-57 ful discharge of his duties, and the premium
58 therefor to be paid from the funds in the state
59 treasury to the use of the board. Such bond,
60 with the approval of the board and with the
61 oath of office endorsed thereon, shall be filed in
62 the office of the state secretary.

1 Section 2. Chapter one hundred and twelve
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-
-3 serting after section eighty-seven E, inserted by
4 section two of chapter four hundred and seventy
5 of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-
-6 three, the following twelve new sections, under
7 the following heading:

8 REGISTRATION OF HAIR DRESSERS, COSMETOLO-

9 GISTS AND ELE CTROLOGTSTS

10 Section S7F. The following words and
11 phrases, as used in the following eleven sections,
12 unless the context otherwise requires, shall
13 have the following meanings:-—•
14 “Cosmetologist”, any person, who, with
15 hands or mechanical or electrical apparatus or
16 appliances, or by the use of cosmetic prepara-
-17 tions, antiseptics, tonics, lotions, or creams,
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18 engages for compensation in any one or any
combination of the following practices, to wit:
Massaging, cleansing, stimulating, manipulat-
ing, exercising, beautifying, or similar work, the
scalp, face, neck, arms, bust or upper part of
the body, or manicuring the nails, or removing
of superfluous hair, by the use of electricity or
otherwise, about the body of any female;
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“Electrologist”, any person who removes
uperfluous hair from the body of any person by

26
27

the use of electricity;28
“Hair dresser”, any person who engages for

compensation in any one or any combination of
the following practices, to wit: Arranging,
dressing, curling, waving, cleansing, cutting,
singeing, bleaching, coloring, or similar work,
upon the hair of any female by any means;
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“Hair dressing or cosmetologist shop”, that
part of any building wherein or whereupon
either or both of the professions of hair dresser
and cosmetologist is or are practiced for com-
pensation;
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“Operator”, any person, not a student, who
engages in and follows the practices of any or
all of the professions of hair dresser, cosmetolo-
gist and electrologist;
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“Student”, any person who is engaged in
learning or acquiring within a school, under the
immediate direction and supervision of a regis-
tered instructor, or elsewhere under the immedi-
ate direction and supervision of an operator,
the practice of any or all of the professions of
hair dresser, cosmetologist and electrologist.
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Section 87G. The board of registration of
hair dressers, cosmetologists and electrologists,
in this and the following ten sections called the
board, shall examine applicants for registration
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as hair dressers, cosmetologists, or electrologists,
and such applicants, if found qualified, shall be
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registered by the board as hair dressers, cos-
metologists or electrologists. The board shall
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make such rules and regulations as are necessary59
for the proper conduct of its business, and
especially as to granting or refusing to grant
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certificates of registration to any person because
of alleged conviction of crime, or alleged unpro-
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conduct and as to pre-
rules, with the approval

64 fessional or dishonest
65 scribing such sanitary

leaith, as it may deemof the state board of66
necessary to prevent the creation and/or spread-
ing of infectious and/or contagious diseases.
The board shall keep a full record of its proceed-
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applicants for certificates
y the name of the appli-
rtion of his place of occu-

ings and a register of
of registration, showir
cant, the name and loc
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pation or business, and whether he was granted
or refused a certificate. The books and records
of the board shall be prima facie evidence of
the matters therein contained, and shall consti-
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tute public records. The board shall make an
annual report.
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Section 87FI. No person shall be admitted to

examination or registration unless the following
requirements have been complied with:
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(a) Operators may be registered in the pro-82
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fessions of hair dresser, cosmetologist and elec-
trologist, or any of them, upon the payment of
an examination fee, not exceeding five dollars,
providing they are of good moral character and
have the equivalent of a grammar school edu-
cation, and have served and completed the
required time in a registered school or under the
direction and supervision of an operator, and
have studied in such a school or under such
direction and supervision the number of hours
required in such school or by such operator for
such profession, such time to be not less than
three hundred hours in such a school, or at
least six months under the direction and super-
vision of an operator, and shall have passed an
examination to the satisfaction of the board;
provided, that applicants for examination for
registration as electrologists shall have a train-
ing in that particular profession, under the
supervision of an electrologist, of at least two
hundred and fifty hours, and such other reason-
able studies and practices relating thereto as
the board may prescribe.
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(5) Instructors in a registered school shall be
annually registered upon the payment of a fee
of five dollars. Instructors, in order to be regis-
tered as such, shall hold an operator’s license
and shall have had at least one year’s practical
experience as an operator. Registered physi-
cians acting as such instructors, or lecturers
upon subjects not directly appertaining to the
practice of the particular profession involved,
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need not be holders of operators’ certificates
and shall otherwise be exempt from the provi-
sions of sections eighty-seven F to eighty-seven
Q, inclusive.
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(c) The sufficiency of the qualifications of
applicants for admission to examination for
registration shall be determined by the board,
but the board may delegate the authority to
determine the sufficiency of such requirements
to the secretary, subject to such provisions as
the board may make for appeal to the board.
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Examinations shall be conducted as pre-
scribed by the board.
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Section 871. If an applicant for examination
for registration as operator passes such exam-
ination to the satisfaction of the board and has
paid the fee required, or if an instructor pays
the required fee and has complied with the
provisions of subsection (6) of section eighty-
seven H, the board shall issue to him a certificate
of registration, signed by the chairman and the
secretary and attested by its seal. Such certifi-
cate shall be evidence that the person to whom
it is issued shall be entitled to follow the prac-
tices of the profession referred to therein. Such
certificate shall be conspicuously displayed by
the holder in his principal office or place of
business or employment.
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Section 87J. The board may dispense with
the examination of any applicant and may
grant to him a certificate of registration on the
payment of the required fee; provided, that he
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has complied with the requirements of another
state, or of a foreign country, state or province,
by the law of which the requirements for regis-
tration are substantially equivalent to those of
this commonwealth when application for such
certificate is filed, and upon the payment of a
fee of ten dollars.
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Section 87K. The board may suspend or
revoke certificates of registration upon proof of
violation of its rules and regulations. It may
require the attendance of witnesses and the
production of such books, records and papers
as it desires at any hearing or in any matter
which it has authority to investigate, and for
that purpose the secretary may issue a subpoena
for any witness or a subpoena duces tecum to
compel the production of any books, records or
papers. Fees and mileage shall be the same as
those allowed in the superior court in criminal
cases and shall be paid from the fund in the state
treasury for the use of the board, in the same
manner as the compensation and expenses of
the board are paid.
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Section 87L. (a) Any person may apply to
the board for a certificate of registration of a

school to teach any or all of the professions of
hair dresser, cosmetologist and electrologist,
and shall pay for such registration an annual
fee of twenty-five dollars. The board may
grant a certificate of registration to such school
after such investigation as it deems proper.
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(5) No such school shall be granted a certifi-178
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cate of registration hereunder unless it shall at
all times have attached to its staff a registered
physician and shall at all times employ and
maintain a sufficient number of competent
instructors, registered as such, and shall require
a course of training of not less than three hun-
dred hours for any of said professions, such
training to include practical demonstrations,
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written or oral tests, and practical instruction
in sanitation, sterilization, anatomy and physi-
ology, so far as said last-mentioned subject
relates to any of said professions, and the use of
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antiseptics, cosmetics and electrical appliances,
consistent with the practical and theoretical
requirements applicable to said professions.
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(c) No such school shall operate without hav-
ing such a certificate of registration.
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Section 87M. Any person aggrieved by any
action of the board refusing to grant, or sus-
pending or revoking, a certificate of registration
for any cause, may appeal to the superior court
of the county wherein he resides, and the deci-
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ion of said court shall be final201
Section 87N. Fees for examination and/or

registration shall be paid in advance to the
202
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secretary, who shall pay them monthly to the
state treasurer; and such fees shall thereafter
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be held by the state treasurer as a fund for the
use of the board. If a person fails to pass an
examination, the fee paid by him shall not be
returned to him, but he may, within one year
after such failure and without the payment of
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any additional fee, take a further examination
relative to the same profession.
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Section 870. Nothing in sections eighty-
seven F to eighty-seven Q, inclusive, shall pro-
hibit the practice of any of said professions by
any person licensed or registered to practice in
the commonwealth medicine, surgery, dentistry,
chiropody or osteopathy, or the practice of any
of such professions upon male persons, or the
cutting of the hair of female persons, by barbers
lawfully engaged in the performance of the usual
and ordinary duties of their vocation; nor shall
anything in said sections prohibit the practice
of any of said professions in case of emergency.

213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
999

223
224

Section 87P. Each certificate of registration
issued by the board shall expire on the thirty-
first of December next succeeding its date. The
board may renew any such registration, and
issue a certificate thereof, upon the payment of
an annual renewal fee of three dollars. Any
person holding such a certificate which has
expired may, within three years of the date of
expiration, upon payment of a fee of three dol-
lars and upon furnishing satisfactory proof of
his qualifications to resume the practice of his
profession, receive from the board a new certifi-
cate of registration.
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Section 87Q. Whoever engages in or follows
or attempts to engage in or follow, the profes-
sion of hair dresser, cosmetologist or electrolo-
gist, or conducts or attempts to conduct a hair
dressing or cosmetologist shop, unless so author-
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f

s

243 ized to do by the board, shall, in addition to
244 any other penalty prescribed or authorized by
245 sections eighty-seven G to eighty-seven Q,
246 inclusive, be punished by a fine of not exceeding
247 one hundred dollars or by imprisonment for
248 not more than ninety days, or both. Each day
249 during which such violation occurs shall be
250 deemed to be a separate offence.

1 Section 3. In the month of December in
2 the current year, the governor, with the advice
3 and consent of the council, shall appoint five
4 persons, citizens of the commonwealth, to serve
5 as the board of registration of hair dressers,
6 cosmetologists and electrologists hereinbefore
7 established, of whom one shall serve for the
8 term of one year, two for the terms of two years
9 each and two for the terms of three years each,

10 as the governor may designate, from the first
11 day of January following. Upon the expiration
12 of their respective terms, their successors shall
13 be appointed as hereinbefore provided.

1 Section 4. Any person who, before the effec-
-2 tive date of this act, is engaged in the actual and
3 continuous practice of any or all of the profes-
-4 sions of hair dresser, cosmetologist and electrol-
-5 ogist shall, without an examination, be entitled
6 to receive from the board hereinbefore referred
7 to a certificate of registration to practice such
8 profession; and any person who, prior to said
9 effective date, was studying the practices of any
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of said professions shall be credited by said
board with the time or number of hours spent
in such study; provided, that application for
such certificate of registration or for such
credit is filed with the board by such person
within four months of said effective date and is
accompanied by the fee hereinbefore required.
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Section 5. Each section and each subdivi-
sion of each section of this act is hereby declared
to be separate and distinct, and the invalidity
or unconstitutionality of any such section or
subdivision shall not be deemed to affect any
other section or subdivision.
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Section 6. Section three of this act shall
take effect on the first day of December in the
current year, and the balance shall take effect
on the first day of January in the year nineteen
hundred and thirty-two.
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