
Senate, April 8, 1931.

The committee on Legal Affairs, to whom was referred
so much of the final report of the special commission
established to investigate the laws relative to dependent,
delinquent and neglected children and children otherwise
requiring special care (House, No. 1200) as relates to
requiring an adjudication of paternity in certain illegiti-
macy proceedings and relating to its finality, report the
accompanying bill (Senate, No. 461).

For the committee,

JOHN D. MACKAY.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act requiring an Adjudication of Paternity in
Certain Illegitimacy Proceedings and relating to
its Finality.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter two hundred and seventy-three of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 section twelve and inserting in place thereof the
4 following:
5 Section 12. If the defendant pleads guilty or
6 nolo contendere, or is found guilty in any such
7 proceeding, the court shall enter a judgment
8 adjudging him the father of the child, unless he
9 has been already so adjudged in a proceeding

10 under this chapter; but such adjudication shall
11 not be made after a plea of not guilty, against
12 the objection of the defendant, until the child
13 is born or the court finds that the mother is at
14 least six months pregnant. At the sitting of
15 a district court when an order is made under
16 section fourteen after a plea of not guilty, whether
17 or not such adjudication was made at such sitting,
18 or, at the election of the defendant, at the sitting

Cftc Commontoealtt) of sgjassacfjusetts



1931.] SENATE No. 461. 3

19 of such court when such adjudication was made
20 but no such order was made, the defendant may
21 appeal therefrom to the superior court as in other
22 criminal cases. The adjudication, whether any
23 sentence be imposed or not, shall be final and
24 conclusive unless an appeal 'therefrom be taken
25 as hereinbefore provided, or, if such adjudication
26 be made by the superior court, unless set aside
27 upon an appeal taken not later than three days
28 thereafter under section twenty-eight of chapter
29 two hundred and seventy-eight or upon excep-
-30 tions. Such adjudication may be entered by the
31 superior court notwithstanding exceptions have
32 been alleged or an appeal has been taken. The
33 court making the adjudication may within one
34 year thereafter grant a new trial for any cause.




