
[Senate, No. 462, Substituted by amendment (on motion of
Senator Davis) for the House Report of the committee on Public
Welfare, “reference to'the next annual session” on so much of House,
No. 1200, as was contained in Appendix 36.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act providing for Investigation and Report by
the Department of Public Welfare in Proceedings
for the Adoption of Children under Fourteen and
requiring a Trial Residence Period.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter two hundred and ten of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 five the following new section:
4 Section SA. Upon the filing of a petition for
5 adoption of a child under the age of fourteen,
6 notice shall be given to the department of public
7 welfare which shall make appropriate inquiry to
8 determine the condition and antecedents of the
9 child for the purpose of ascertaining whether he

10 is a proper subject for adoption, and to deter-
-11 mine whether the petitioners and their home are
12 suitable for the proper rearing of the child, due
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13 regard being given the race and religion of the
14 child and of the petitioners; provided that any
15 such petition presented, sponsored or recom-
1G mended by any charitable corporation organized
17 under general or special laws of the common-
-18 wealth for the purpose of and engaged prin-
-19 cipally in the care of children shall be exempted
20 from the provisions of this act. The department
21 shall submit to the court not later than thirty
22 days after receipt of such notice, or within such
23 further time as the court may allow, such written
24 report as will give the court full knowledge as to
25 the desirability of the proposed adoption. The
26 court may require such further investigation and
27 report by the department as may be necessary.
28 All reports submitted hereunder shall be filed
29 separate and apart from the other papers in the
30 case, and shall not at any time be open to in-
-31 spection except by the parties and their attorneys,
32 unless the court, for good cause shown, shall
33 otherwise order. No decree shall be made upon
34 such a petition until such report has been received,
35 nor until the child shall have resided for not less
36 than six months in the home of the petitioner;
37 provided, that for good cause shown the court
38 may, in its discretion, waive the requirement of
39 residence.






