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The following prayer was offered by the Chaplain,
to wit:
0 God, Our Father, from Whom We Have Our

Being:
We come to Thee, again puzzled by those mys-

teries of life and death. We are particularly remem-
bering today the faithful and devoted service of
our friend, Thy servant, who served so long and so
devotedly as Chaplain of this Senate. With resig-
nation we say: “The Lord gave, and the Lord
has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.”

We thank Thee for his memory, for his friendship
and for his influence in the progress of every good
work. Bless that memory to our good, and grant
peace to his soul. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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The President delivered the following eulogy on
the death of the Reverend Edward Augustus Horton,
D.D., Chaplain Emeritus of the Senate:

Before we conclude our deliberations today, it is
fitting that we should pause to pay our respects to
one who has just died and who was dear to the heart
of every man who sat in the Senate of Massachu-
setts during a period of twenty-five years.

Three years ago the Senate observed with appro-
priate ceremonies the service of its Chaplain during
a quarter of a century. This occasion was graced
by a distinguished company of past presidents and
members who had the opportunity of listening to
magnificent tributes to the Chaplain coming from
many sources, who were reminded of his unparal-
leled record and his exceptional qualities, and who
were privileged to hear his inspirational reply of
appreciation, uttered from the heart, without a single
prepared note, his philosophy of life, the secret of
his success, and exemplifying the reason for the
affection in which he was universally held by all
who knew him.

By an order unanimously adopted on that day,
the Reverend Edward Augustus Horton, D.D., was
chosen as Chaplain Emeritus of the Senate the
first and only person to occupy this unique office.

The keynote of the Chaplain’s address at these
ceremonies, significant of his life, is indicated in the
three words, which, as he said, “are unsealed within
me now and will be until I pass on,”, namely;
GRATITUDE, AFFECTION AND INSPIRA-
TION. He further said:
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“I have adopted a slogan, acquired in college days,
and try to live up to it, but imperfectly as most fel-
lows do who have slogans and ideals: ‘LIVE TO
LEARN’; and I hope that until I pass on 1 shall
always be learning something in the last chapters
of my human experience. And I have learned in
this Senate Chamber, associated in my humble ca-
pacity with these many Senators; 1 have learned
lessons that outrival the academic training I may
have had, that are greater and more important than
classic lore. Humanity’s pages I have read. Hu-
manity’s worth I have dedicated. I have learned
how certain unities of nobility and vision have
united them as I have studied them and have seen
them from this chair. But I have been an observer
as well as a participant; and the book I have tried
to study, sympathetically, all my life has been the
BOOK OF HUMANITY. And here lam grateful
that I have been permitted,‘LlVlNG TO LEARN’,
and its reversible, ‘LEARNING TO LIVE’, in the
full, comprehensive significance of that phrase.”

The full proceedings of this significant occasion
are contained in the Journal of the Senate of 1928.
I shall, therefore, make no attempt to speak of the
place which Dr. Horton holds in the affection of
his fellowmen, nor enlarge upon his achievements
or his qualities. No adequate appreciation of the
man is possible in a few words. His presence will
live in this chamber as long as men with whom he
stood side by side continue to serve here. We who
knew him can never forget his unfailing sense of
humor, his virile spirit of youth, his profound hatred
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of sham and subterfuge, his refreshingly frank ex-
pressions of opinion, his natural, simple and self-
effacing association with his fellowmen, his unwill-
ingness to prescribe or to rely upon dogma, his
independence of thought, never hesitating to express
his own sincere convictions; his intense patriotism
and love of country, and reverence for our American
institutions; his outspoken denunciation of the
enemies of free government; and, finally, his own
lovable personal qualities and human sympathies.

Throughout his long and useful life he was a sol-
dier, sailor, scholar, poet, author, preacher, phil-
osopher, leader in a multitude of good works, public
servant, and above all a man with intense human
understanding and human affection.

Many of his prayers have been preserved in printed
form. They have served to inspire many a member
of this honorable body. They have served to en-

lighten our work and to give confidence and encour-
agement to our efforts. Many of them are typical of
the man himself. I have chosen two of these prayers,
which may serve to continue to inspire, as the days
go by.

“Eternal Goodness:
“The glory and power of our country are in its

citizenship resources, from whence proceed civic
welfare and national fame and leadership.

“In peace and in war, in times calm and times
troublous, the fabric of our government is woven
from such sources.

“May the Commonwealth always abound with
citizens who have great joy in being zealous Ameri-
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cans, true and trusted, high-minded and large-
hearted, builders of a Commonwealth and a Re-
public.

“So shall the Christ Kingdom be advanced on the
earth, Amen.”

And finally, a prayer offered by him toward the
close of one of the annual sessions of the Senate:

Divine Ordainer of Events:
“As we draw near the end of legislative duties,

may memory place in her treasure-house cherished
recollections for each of us. There may we always
find friendship’s offerings, valued remembrances of
devoted service to the Commonwealth, and special
experiences shining with inspiration.

“In looking back, O Lord, over these sessions in
future days, may that which unites grow stronger
and stronger, until the dominant feeling shall be
that all worked together in the comradeship and
brotherhood spirit for human welfare. Patriotic
principles, mutual associations in a grand, inspiring
common cause, are greater than the transient issues
of methods and measures.

“May the Lord bless ail associated here along
their personal pathways, and may he crown our
beloved Commonwealth with abounding peace, honor
and prosperity. In His holy name, Amen.”

Whereupon, Mr. Fish offered “Resolutions on the
death of the Reverend Edward Augustus Horton,
D.D., Chaplain Emeritus of the Massachusetts
Senate”; and they were unanimously adopted, as
follows, to wit:
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Resolved, That the passing of the Reverend Edward
Augustus Horton, D.D., has saddened the hearts of

all who knew him, a veteran of the Civil War,
minister of the Gospel, leader in every good cause,
and above all, for twenty-five years the illustriou
faithful and devoted Senate Chaplain.

Dr. Horton’s going reminds us that there but few
left of that group of great leaders of Church and
State who did so much to make the citizens of
Massachusetts proud of their Commonwealth dur-
ing the last century. We remember them all with
pride, but our late Chaplain we remember with tender
affection.

The Senate therefore solemnly expresses its sorrow
at the passing of its friend.

Resolved, That the Senate express to his bereaved
daughter its deeply felt sympathy in the great loss
that has come to her.

Resolved, further, That these resolutions, together
with any remarks incidental to their adoption, be
spread upon the records of the Senate and that
an engrossed copy thereof be transmitted to his
daughter.






