
Senate, April 30, 1931

The joint committee on the Judiciary, to whom were
referred the petition (with accompanying bill, Senate, No.
254) of Frank Hurley for legislation to prevent unneces-
sary hardship in cases of arrest for failure to pay a tax;
the petition (with accompanying bill, Senate, No. 324) of
James G. Moran for legislation to prevent legalized hold-
ups and racketeering in the collection of taxes; the petition
(with accompanying bill, House, No. 919) of Louis A.
Webster for an amendment of the law relative to warrants
issued bjr collectors of taxes to enforce the collection of
taxes; and the petition (with accompanying bill, House,
No. 1119) of Arthur F. Ganley for legislation to limit the
amount charged for the collection of taxes, report the
accompanying bill (Senate, No. 493).

For the committee,

JAMES G. MORAN.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act relative to the Collection of Taxes.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section thirty-four of chapter sixty of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
3 after the word “warrant”, in the second line, the
4 words: —to the sheriff or his deputies of the
5 county, or deputy collector of taxes of the town,
6 wherein the person assessed has his usual place
7 of abode or of business, or, in the case of a tax
8 assessed under chapter sixty-two, and by in-
-9 serting after the word “arrest”, in the fifteenth

10 line, the words: —
; but said person shall be

11 entitled to bail as in a criminal case, —soas to
12 read as follows: Section 3Jf. If a tax assessed
13 upon a person remains unpaid for fourteen days
14 after demand therefor, the collector may issue his
15 warrant to the sheriff or his deputies of the
16 county, or deputy collector of taxes of the town,
17 wherein the person assessed has his usual place
18 of abode or of business, or, in the case of a tax
19 assessed under chapter sixty-two, to the sheriffs
20 of the several counties, or their deputies, or to
21 an3r constable or deputy collector of taxes, direct-
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22 ing them and each of them to distrain the prop-
-23 erty or take the body of the person assessed and
24 to proceed as required of collectors in like cases;
25 but a collector of taxes who issues a warrant for
26 the arrest of a person for non-payment of taxes,
27 or the officer to whom he commits the warrant,
28 may at his discretion, after the service of the
29 warrant, allow such person to go free for a period
30 not exceeding fourteen days after said service, at
31 which time, if said person does not pay his tax
32 with all fees and charges due thereon, including
33 one dollar for service of said warrant and five
34 cents for each mile traveled by said officer in the
35 performance of said collection, said officer shall
36 then arrest the said person on the aforesaid war-
-37 rant, and commit him to the jail of the county
38 where he makes the arrest; but said person shall
39 be entitled to bail as in a criminal case. The
40 warrant shall run throughout the commonwealth,
41 and any officer to whom it is directed may serve
42 it and apprehend the person in any county. A
43 warrant issued under this section may be signed
44 by the collector or his deputy; and, if the warrant
45 is sealed by an impression seal, a facsimile of the
46 signature of the collector shall have the same
47 validity as his written signature.




