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[Senate, No. 537, Moved by Senator James E. Warren as a sub-
stitute for House Bill No. 1384.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-One.

An Act establishing a Board of Registration of Barbers
and Regulating the Practice of the Occupation of
Barbering.

1 Section 1. Chapter thirteen of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by adding after section thirty-
-3 eight, inserted therein by section two of chapter
4 three hundred and forty-eight of the acts of nineteen
5 hundred and twenty-five, the following three new
6 sections under the following heading: -

BOARD OF REGISTRATION OF BARBERS./

8 Section 39. There shall be a board of registra-
-9 tion of barbers, in this and the following two sections

10 called the board, to be appointed by the governor,
11 with the advice and consent of the council, and to
12 consist of three members, citizens of the common-

-13 wealth, each of whom shall be a practical barber
14 and shall have had five years of practical experience
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15 as a barber in this commonwealth prior to his ap-
-16 pointment, and at least one of whom shall be a
17 journeyman barber. No two members of the board
18 shall, while in office, be engaged in practising the
19 occupation of barbering in the same town. As the
20 term of office of a member expires, his successor shall
21 be appointed by the governor, with like advice and
22 consent, to serve for three years. The governor may
23 also, with like advice and consent, fill any vacancy
24 in the board for the unexpired portion of the term.
25 Section JO. The board shall hold regular meetings
26 at the state house on the first Tuesdays of January,
27 May and October in each year, and such additional
28 meetings at such times and places as it may determine.
29 At the regular meeting in January it shall annually
30 organize by the choice of a chairman and a secretary,
31 who shall be members of the board. Before entering
32 upon the discharge of the duties of his office, the
33 secretary shall give to the state treasurer a bond,
34 with such sureties as shall be approved by the gov-
-35 ernor and council, conditioned upon the faithful dis-
-36 charge of his duties, and the premium therefor shall
37 be paid from the funds in the state treasury to the
38 use of the board. Such bond, with the approval of
39 the board and with the oath of office endorsed
40 thereon, shall be filed in the office of the state sec-
-41 retary. The board shall have a common seal, and
42 the members thereof may administer oaths.
43 Section Jl. The members of the board shall de-
-44 vote their full time to the duties of their offices and
45 they shall receive from the commonwealth the fol-
-46 lowing salaries; the secretary, three thousand dol-
-47 lars and his necessary expenses incurred in the dis-
-48 charge of his official duties, and each of the other
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49 two members twenty-five hundred dollars and his
50 necessary expenses so incurred; provided, that the
51 salaries and expenses of the members of the board,
52 and the expenses of the board, shall not be in excess
53 of the receipts for registration and from other sources
54 received by the state treasurer from the board.

Section 2. Chapter one hundred and twelve of
the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
after section eighty-seven E, inserted therein by
section two of chapter four hundred and seventy of
the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-three, the
following fourteen new sections, under the following
heading:

1
9

3

4
o
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8 REGISTRATION OF BARBERS

Section 87F. The following words, as used in the
following thirteen sections, unless the context other-
wise requires, shall have the following meanings:-

9

10
11

“Barber”, any person who, personally or by any
other person, for compensation, shaves or trims the
beard, cuts the hair, gives facial and scalp massaging,
facial and scalp treatments with oils and creams and
other preparations made for that purpose, either by
hand or by mechanical appliances, singes and sham-
poos the hair or applies any make of hair tonics, and/
or dyes the hair, of any male person;

12
18
14
15
16

17
18

19
“Board”, board of registration of barbers20

“Cosmetologist”, any person, who, with hands or
mechanical or electrical apparatus or appliances, or
by the use of cosmetic preparations, antiseptics,
tonics, lotions, or creams, engages for compensation
in any one or any combination of the following
practices, to wit: Massaging, cleansing, stimu-

21
9.9.

23
24
25
26
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29
30
31
32

Section 87G. The board shall hold practical ex-
aminations, to be held in cities in different parts of
the commonwealth, distributed as evenly as possible
for the convenience of the applicants, and such other
examinations at such times and places as the board
may, from time to time, determine, of applicants for
registration as barbers, and such applicants, if found
qualified, shall be registered by the board as barbers.
The board shall keep a full record of its proceedings.
It shall also keep a register of applicants for cer-
tificates of registration, showing the name of the
applicant, the name and location of his place of
occupation or business, and whether he was granted
or refused a certificate, a register in which shall be
entered the names of all persons to whom certificates
of registration or permits, other than permits referred
to in section eighty-seven I, are issued or granted,
and a register of apprentices and students to whom
permits have been granted under section eighty-
seven I; and said registers shall be at all times
open to public inspection. The board shall make an
annual report, which shall include an itemized state-
ment of all receipts and expenses of the board for the
year.
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lating, manipulating, exercising, beautifying the
scalp, face, neck, arms, bust or upper part of the
body, or manicuring the nails, or removing of su-
perfluous hair, by the use of electricity or otherwise,
about the body of any female, but not about the body
of any male.

Section 87H. Any person desiring to obtain a
certificate of registration shall make application to
the board therefor, pay to the secretary thereof a
fee of ten dollars and furnish to the board a cer-

5/
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tificate of a registered physician as to the freedom
of the applicant from infectious and contagious
diseases, and shall present himself at the next regular
meeting of the board for the examination of appli-
cants, or at a later meeting of the board if it so votes,
and thereupon, if he shows that he has studied and
practiced the occupation of barbering for two years
as an apprentice under one or more registered barbers,
or for at least six months in a properly equipped and
conducted barber school or barber college under the
instruction of a registered barber and eighteen months
as an apprentice under a registered barber, or prac-
ticed such occupation for at least two years in this
and/or other states, and that he is possessed of the
requisite skill in such occupation to perform properly
all the duties thereof, including the preparation of
the tools, shaving, haircutting and all the duties
and services incident thereto, and has sufficient
knowledge concerning diseases of the face and skin
to avoid the aggravation and spreading of such
diseases in the practice of such occupation, the
board shall issue to him a certificate of registration,
signed by the chairman and the secretary and at-
tested by its seal. Such certificate shall be evidence
that the person to whom it is issued shall, subject
to section eighty-seven J, be entitled to follow the
practice of the occupation referred to therein.
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Each person making application for examination
hereunder shall be allowed to practice the occupation
of barbering until the next meeting of the board, and
the board shall grant without charge a permit au-
thorizing him to practice such occupation until such
next meeting; provided, that the board may, in its
discretion, extend such permits until the date of a
subsequent meeting of the board.
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96 Section 871. Nothing in sections eighty-seven F
97 to eighty-seven R, inclusive, shall prohibit any person
98 from serving in this commonwealth as an apprentice
99 in such occupation under a registered barber or from

100 serving therein as a student in any barber school or
101 barber college under the instruction of a registered
102 barber; provided, that such registered barber, or
103 the person owning or operating such barber school
104 or barber college, shall immediately report in writing
105 to the board the name and age of each apprentice or
106 student working under his direction or training, and
107 shall furnish to the board a certificate of a registered
108 physician that said apprentice or student is not
109 afflicted with any contagious or infectious disease.
110 Thereupon, and upon the payment of a fee of five
111 dollars by the person operating or conducting such
112 school or college, or by such apprentice, as the case
113 may be, the name of such apprentice or student shall
114 be entered in a register of the board for the registering
115 of apprentices and students, and the board may
116 grant to him a permit to practice as an apprentice
117 under a registered barber or as a student in a barber
118 school or barber college under the instruction of a
119 registered barber. After having so practiced for two
120 years under a registered barber, or six months in a
121 properly equipped and conducted barber school or
122 barber college under the instruction of a registered
123 barber and eighteen months under a registered bar-
124 ber, and upon payment of the required fee for ex-
125 animation, such apprentice or student shall be eligible
126 for examination by the board for registration as a
127 barber.
128 Section S7J. The board shall furnish without
129 charge toeach person to whom a certificate of regis-
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130 tration is issued a card or insignia bearing the seal
131 of the board and the signatures of its officers, cer-
-132 tifying that the holder thereof is entitled to practice
133 the occupation of barbering in this commonwealth
134 during the calendar year in which it was issued.
135 Such card or insignia shall be posted by the holder
136 in a conspicuous place in front of his working chair
137 where it may be readily seen. The card or insignia
138 held by any person whose certificate of registration
139 has been properly renewed shall be renewed annually
140 without charge on or before the first day of January
141 upon the presentation of a certificate from a regis-
-142 tered physician as to the freedom from contagious
143 or infectious disease of the holder of such card or
144 insignia. If any holder of a certificate of registration
145 fails to apply for a renewal of his card or insignia
146 on or before the first day of January in any year,
147 said certificate of registration may be revoked by
148 the board.
149 Section 87K. The board shall make such reason-
-150 able rules and regulations as are necessary for the
151 proper conduct of its business, and especially to pro-
-152 vide for the sanitary regulation, subject to the ap-
-153 proval of the state department of public health, of
154 barber shops, barber schools and barber colleges,
155 and the training of apprentices and of students
156 therein. Each member of the board may enter any
157 barber shop during business hours for the purpose of
158 inspecting such shop. Whenever a complaint is
159 made to the board that any barber shop is kept in an

160 unsanitary condition, or that infectious or contagious
161 disease has been imparted thereat, a member of the
162 board shall visit and inspect such shop and enforce
163 the provisions of sections eighty-seven F to eighty-
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164 seven R, inclusive. If, upon such inspection, any
such shop shall be found to be in an unsanitary con-
dition or it is determined by a member of the board
that infectious or contagious disease has been im-
parted to any person thereat, the board shall im-
mediately notify the district health officer and such
shop shall be quarantined and no barber employed
therein shall, unless so authorized by the board,
practice his occupation until such quarantine shall
have been removed by said health officer.

165
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Section 87L. The board may suspend, for- not
exceeding six months, the certificate of registration
of any barber for habitual drunkenness, for having
epilepsy or other disease endangering the health or
safety of persons whom he may serve, for failure to
comply with sanitary rules or regulations of the board
approved by the state department of public health,
or for having imparted any contagious or infectious
disease, or may revoke such certificate upon proof of
any violation of its rules and regulations; provided,
that before any certificate shall be so revoked, the
holder thereof shall have had notice in writing of the
charge or charges against him, and at a day specified
in said notice, at least five days after the service of
notice thereof, shall have been given a public hearing
and an opportunity to present testimony in his behalf,
and to confront the witnesses against him. Any per-
son whose certificate of registration has been so
revoked may apply to have a new certificate of regis-
tration granted to him, and, upon satisfactory proof
that the disqualification of such person has ceased,
and that he is a proper person to be registered as a
barber, the board shall grant to him a new certificate
of registration.
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198 Section 87M. The board may require the attend-
ance and testimony of witnesses and the production
of such books, records and papers as it desires at any
hearing or in any matter which it has authority to
investigate, and for that purpose the secretary may
issue a subpoena for any witness or a subpoena duces
tecum to compel the production of any books, records
or papers. Fees and mileage shall be the same as
those allowed in the superior court in criminal cases
and shall be paid from the fund in the state treasury
for the use of the board, in the same manner as the
compensation and expenses of the board are paid.

199
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210 Section 87N. Any person aggrieved by any action

of the board refusing to grant, or suspending or re-
voking, a certificate ofregistration or a permit for any
cause, may, within ten days after such action, appeal
to the superior court of the county wherein he resides,
and the decision of said court shall be final.
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Section 870. Fees referred to in sections eighty-
seven F to eighty-seven R, inclusive, shall be paid
in advance to the secretary of the board, who shall
pay them monthly to the state treasurer; and such
fees shall thereafter be held by the state treasurer
as a fund for the use of the board.
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Section 87P. Any school or college where tuition
or fees are charged for teaching the occupation of
barbering shall be considered a barber school or
barber college under sections eighty-seven F to eighty-
seven R, inclusive, and all said schools or colleges
shall keep prominently displayed at the entrance a
sign “Barber School” or “Barber College”, as the
case may be. Any person desiring to operate or
conduct a barber school or barber college within this
commonwealth shall first secure from the board a

999
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232 permit to do so, and shall keep such permit promi-
nently displayed in such school or college, and shall
before commencing business give to the state treas-
urer a bond, in such amount and with such sureties
as shall be determined and approved by the governor
and council, conditioned upon the faithful compli-
ance by himself in the conduct of said school or
college with all the provisions of said sections and
of all rules and regulations made under authority
thereof, and to pay all judgments that may be ob-
tained against said school or college or the owners or
managers thereof on account of fraud, misrepresenta-
tion or deceit practiced by themselves, their agents,
servants or employees. The board may from time
to time examine into the qualifications, appoint-
ments, course of study and hours of study in any
such school or college, and may revoke the certifi-
cate of registation of the person operating or con-
ducting such school or college or of any registered
barber acting as instructor or teacher therein, or the
permit of any such school or college, for the violation
of any of said sections or of any rule or regulation
made under authority thereof.
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Section 87Q. Each certificate of registration issued
by the board shall expire on the thirty-first day of
December next succeeding its date. The board may
renew any such registration, and issue a certificate
thereof, upon the payment of an annual renewal fee
of two dollars. Any person holding such a cer-
tificate which has expired may, within three years
of the date of expiration, upon payment of a fee of
two dollars and upon furnishing satisfactory proof
of his qualifications to resume the practice of his
occupation, receive from the board a new certificate
of registration.
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267 Section 87R. Whoever engages in or follows, or
268 attempts to engage in or follow, the occupation of
269 barbering, or conducts or attempts to conduct a
270 barber school or barber college, unless so authorized
271 to do by the board, or falsely pretends to be qualified
272 to practice such occupation, or violates any provi-
-273 sion of sections eighty-seven F to eighty-seven R,
274 inclusive, or any rule or regulation made under au-
-275 thority thereof, shall, in addition to any other penalty
276 prescribed or authorized by said sections, be pun-
-277 ished by a fine of not less than ten nor more than one
278 hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not less than
279 ten nor more than ninety days, or both.
280 Section 87S. Nothing in sections eighty-seven F
281 to eighty-seven R, inclusive, shall be construed to
282 refer to a beauty shop, so called, or a hairdressing
283 parlor, so called, patronized exclusively by females,
284 or to a cosmetologist, as defined in section eighty-
-285 seven F.

1 Section 3. In the month of December in the
2 current year the governor, with the advice and
3 consent of the council, shall appoint three persons,
4 citizens of the commonwealth, to serve as the board
5 of registration of barbers hereinbefore established,
6 of whom one shall serve for the term of one year,
7 two for the terms of two years each and two for
8 the terms of three years each, as the governor may
9 designate, from the first day of January following.

10 Upon the expiration of their respective terms, their
11 successors shall be appointed as hereinbefore pro-
-12 vided.

1 Section 4. Any person who, before the effec-
-2 five date of this act, is engaged in the actual and



SENATE No. 537. [May, 1931.12

3 continuous practice of the occupation of barbering
4 in this commonwealth shall, without any examina-
-5 tion, be entitled to receive from the board herein-
-6 before referred to a certificate of registration to
7 practice such occupation; and any person who,
8 prior to said effective date, was an apprentice or
9 student of said occupation shall be credited by said

10 board with the time spent as such apprentice or
11 student: provided, that an affidavit setting forth
12 the name, age, residence and length of time during
13 which and the place or places at which such person
14 has practiced said occupation or has been an ap-
-15 prentice or student, a certificate of a registered
16 physician as to the freedom from infectious or
17 contagious disease of such person, and an applica-
-18 tion for such certificate of registration or for such
19 credit, is filed with said board by such person within
20 ninety days of said effective date and is accompanied
21 by a fee of two dollars.

1 Section 5. Each section and each subdivision of
2 each section of this act is hereby declared to be
3 separate and distinct, and the invalidity or uncon-
-4 stitutionality of any such section or subdivision
5 shall not be deemed to affect any other section or
6 subdivision.

1 Section 6. Section three of this act shall take
2 effect on the first day of December in the current
3 year, and the remainder shall take effect on the first
4 day of January in the year nineteen hundred and
5 thirty-two.


