
EXTRA SESSION.

ADDRESS TO THE SENATE BY PRESIDENT
CASPAR G. BACON AT OPENING OF THE
EXTRA SESSION OF THE GENERAL
COURT, ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28.

Pursuant to a proclamation of His Excellency,
the Governor, the Senate and the Plouse of Repre-
sentatives have been called in extra session for the
purpose of taking such action as seems advisable to
remedy the conditions brought about by the recent
announcement by the Commissioner of Insurance
of the 1932 rates under the Compulsory Motor
Vehicle Liability Insurance Act, so called. The
duties of the Legislature, therefore, are limited to
the consideration of this subject. We are here for
the sole purpose of relieving, so far as is possible,
the burden which has been imposed upon a large
number of Massachusetts citizens by increased motor
vehicle liability insurance rates. Such relief, so far
as the Legislature is concerned, can be given only
by amending or repealing the law under which the
rates are promulgated.
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The responsibility for providing remedies having
been placed squarely upon the shoulders of the Legis-
lature, let us assume this task vigorously and carry
it through until it is finished. We will be hampered
by no other legislative matters. There is plenty of
time before the next regular session to investigate
this complex subject thoroughly and dispose of it.
We have the benefit of the exhaustive report of the
Special Commission of 1929, and the deliberations
of the Legislatures of 1930 and 1931.

Except as a possible supplementary measure to
secure additional information on some particular
phase of the problem, a commission for further study
seems to me to be unwarranted. We are here to
give the people relief and further delay is unneces-
sary and would satisfy nobody. As stated by His
Excellency the Governor in his inaugural address
last January, “The subject of compulsory auto-
mobile liability insurance has been so much dis-
cussed and investigated that it should be possible
to reach a solution without resorting to a commission
study.” With this statement I am in complete
accord.

Let us, therefore, apply ourselves diligently to
the task before us and accept the responsibility now
to remedy a situation which works a hardship on a
large proportion of the people of the Commonwealth.






